
APUSH: Thematic Review 
 

Disclaimer: THIS IS NOT AN EXHAUSTIVE LIST. ADD TO IT THROUGHOUT YOUR STUDIES!! 
 

 America in the World 
America in the World (WOR) This theme 
focuses on the interactions between 
nations that affected North American 
history in the colonial period and on the 
influence of the United States on world 
affairs. 

Work, Exchange, and 
Technology 

This theme focuses on the factors behind 
the development of systems of economic 
exchange, particularly the role of 
technology, economic markets, and 
government. 

Geography/Environment 
This theme focuses on the role of 
geography and both the natural and 
human-made environments on social and 
political developments in what would 
become the United States. 

Migration/Settlement 
Patterns 

 (MIG) This theme focuses on why and 
how the various people who moved to and 
within the United States both adapted to 
and transformed their new social and 
physical environments. 

1491-1754 ●​ European Colonization 
●​ Sextant 
●​ Joint-stock companies 
●​ 3 Gs 
●​ Interactions between 

Settlers and Natives 
(English, Spanish, 
French) 

●​ Mercantilism 
●​ Salutary Neglect 
●​ Navigation Acts 
●​ King Phillip’s War 
●​ Pueblo Revolt 

●​ N - ports/shipping 
●​ S - cotton/tobacco 
●​ Navigation Acts 
●​ Columbian Exchange 
●​ Triangle Trade 
●​ Slavery 
●​ Middle Passage 
●​ Mercantilism/Reliance on 

Britain 
●​ Fur Trade 
●​ Joint Stock Companies 
●​ Gold 
●​ Indentured Servants 

●​ MAIZE 
●​ Southwest: Sedentary, 

irrigation, hunter 
gatherers, irrigation 
system 

●​ Great Plains/Great Basin: 
Horses, no natural 
resources, nomadic 

●​ Northeast: Mix of hunter 
gatherers/farming - soil 
not fertile 

●​ Jamestown: gold, tobacco 
●​ French + Ohio River Basin 
●​ Columbian Exchange 
●​ Joint-stock companies 
●​ Small pox 

●​ 3 Gs 
●​ Sextant 
●​ Joint stock companies 
●​ British, French, Spanish 
●​ Religious Persecution 
●​ Anne Hutchinson/Roger 

Williams - Rhode Island 
●​ Bachelors - South 
●​ Families - North 
●​ Jamestown 
●​ Plymouth 
●​ City Upon a Hill 
●​ Indentured Servants 
●​ Bacon’s Rebellion 
●​ Mass. Bay Colony 
●​ Headright System 

1754-1800 ●​ French and Indian War 
●​ Proc. Line of 1763 
●​ Taxation without 

Representation 
●​ American Revolution - 

France alliance 
●​ French Revolution 
●​ Jay/Pinkey’s Treaty 
●​ Washington’s Farewell 

Address 
●​ XYZ Affair 
●​ Quasi War 

●​ Revolutionary Acts: 
Stamp, Tea, Townshend, 
Sugar, Intolerable 

●​ “Cotton Strings” 
●​ Hamilton’s Financial 

Plan/Bank 

●​ Proclamation Line 1763 
●​ Pontiac’s Rebellion 
●​ Northwest Ordinance 
●​ Jay’s Treaty 
●​ Pinckney’s Treaty 

 

●​ Ohio River Valley 
●​ Proclamation Line 1763 
●​ Pontiac’s Rebellion 
●​ Northwest Ordinance 
●​ Alien/Sedition Act 



1800-1848 ●​ War of 1812 
●​ Monroe Doctrine 

●​ Embargo/Non-Intercourse 
Acts 

●​ Henry Clay, American 
System 

●​ Tariff of Abominations 
●​ Nullification Crisis 
●​ Compromise Tariff 1833 
●​ King Cotton 
●​ Industrial 

Revolution/Market 
Revolution 

●​ Cotton Gin 
●​ Textile Mills 
●​ Lowell System 
●​ Erie Canal 
●​ Cumberland 

Road/National Road 
●​ BUS War 
●​ Railroad 

 

●​ Louisiana Purchase 
●​ Manifest Destiny 
●​ Industrial Revolution 
●​ Erie Canal 
●​ Infrastructure funding 
●​ Cumberland Road 
●​ Railroads 
●​ Gold Rush 
●​ Missouri Compromise, 36 

30 Line 

●​ Louisiana Purchase 
●​ Revolutions of 1848 
●​ Irish Potato Famine 
●​ Industrial Revolution - 

Irish/German, Northeast 
●​ Growth of Cities 
●​ Free/Slave State debate 
●​ Trail of Tears 
●​ Indian Removal Act 

1844-1877 ●​ Texas Annexation 
●​ Mexican American War 
●​ Gadsden Purchase 
●​ Oregon Treaty 
●​ Civil War 

●​ Slavery 
●​ Carpetbaggers 
●​ Scalawags 
●​ Sharecropping 
●​ 40 Acres and Mule 

●​ Manifest Destiny 
●​ Texas Annexation 
●​ Mexican American War 
●​ Treaty of Guadalupe 

Hidalgo 
●​ Gadsden Purchase 
●​ Gold Rush 

●​ Free/Slave State debate 
●​ Gold Rush 
●​ Anti Coolie Clubs 
●​ Chinatowns 
●​ Ethnic Enclaves 
●​ Little Italy 
●​ South Eastern Europeans 

1865-1898 ●​ Spanish-American War 
●​ Platt Amendment 
●​ Philippine War 
●​ Annexation of Hawaii 
●​ Alaska 
●​ Chinese Exclusion Act 

●​ 2nd Industrial Revolution 
●​ Robber Barons 
●​ Captains of Industry 
●​ Monopolies 
●​ Vertical/Horizontal 

Integration 
●​ Carnegie Steel 
●​ Immigrants/Child Labor 
●​ Unions: AFL, ARU, 

Knights of Labor 
●​ Samuel Gompers 

●​ Native American Conflicts 
●​ Nez Perce 
●​ Homestead Act 
●​ Dawes Act 
●​ Wounded Knee 
●​ Battle of Little Bighorn 
●​ Transcontinental 

Railroad/Promontory Point 
 

●​ Homestead Act 
●​ Dawes Act 
●​ Assimilation 
●​ Transcontinental Railroad 
●​ Chinese Exclusion Act 
●​ Jane Addams/Hull House 
●​ Native American Conflicts 
●​ Push/Pull Factors (why 

did migrants come here 
and why did they leave 
where they came from?) 



●​ Strikes: Homestead, 
Pullman 

●​ Free Silver, Gold 
Standard 

●​ Sherman Antitrust Act 
●​ Transcontinental 

Railroads 

1890-1945 ●​ Open Door Policy, Boxer 
Rebellion 

●​ Interventionists 
●​ TR: Big Stick, Panama 

Rev, Great White Fleet, 
Roosevelt Corollary 

●​ Taft: Dollar Diplomacy, 
Nicaragua 

●​ Wilson: Moral Diplomacy, 
Mexican Revolution 

●​ WWI, Treaty of Versailles 
●​ 14 Pt. Speech 
●​ League of Nations 
●​ Washington Conference 
●​ Isolationism 
●​ Neutrality Acts: Cash and 

Carry, Lend/Lease 
●​ Atlantic Charter 
●​ Oil Embargo - Japan 
●​ Pearl Harbor/WWII 

●​ Panic of 1893 
●​ Gilded Age 
●​ Imperialism for new 

markets 
●​ Open Door Policy 
●​ Trust Busting 
●​ Triangle Shirtwaist 

Factory Fire 
●​ Liberty bonds 
●​ 1920s: Consumerism, 

Mass Advertising, Rise of 
Credit, Black Tuesday, 
Smoot-Hawley Tariff, 
Radios 

●​ 1930s: Great Depression, 
New Deal, 2nd New Deal 

●​ Roosevelt Recession, 
Bank Holiday 

●​ 1940s: WWII = rise of 
industry, Great Migration 

●​ Frontier Thesis 
●​ TR - conservationist 
●​ Preservation of National 

Parks, monuments, bird 
and game preserves 

●​ Panama Canal 
●​ Dust Bowl 

●​ 2nd Industrial Revolution 
●​ Social Darwinism 
●​ Hull House/Settlement 

House - Jane Addams 
●​ European Immigrants 
●​ Strikebreakers 
●​ Red Scare 
●​ Palmer Raids 
●​ Sacco/Vanzetti 
●​ Xenophobia 
●​ National Origins Act 
●​ Bracero Program 
●​ Zoot Suit Riots 
●​ Great Migration(s) 
●​ Executive Order 

9066/Korematsu v. US 

1945-2019 ●​ Containment 
●​ Truman Doctrine, Marshall 

Plan 
●​ Berlin Airlift 
●​ Eisenhower Doctrine 
●​ Shah - Iran 
●​ Suez Canal Crisis 
●​ Chinese Civil War 
●​ Domino Theory 
●​ Korean War 
●​ Bay of Pigs 

●​ 1950s: Booming economy, 
TVs, Keeping up with the 
Jonses’, mass advertising 

●​ 1960s: Great Society, 
Vietnam War 

●​ 1970s: Stagflation, OPEC 
Embargo, 
Deindustrialization, Rust 
Belt 

●​ National Highway Act 
●​ Great Society 
●​ Rachel Carson/Silent 

Spring 
●​ EPA 
●​ Deindustrialization 
●​ OPEC Embargo 
●​ Earth Day 
●​ Hurricane Katrina 
●​ Climate Change 

●​ Immigration Act of 1965 
●​ Suburbs 
●​ White Flight 
●​ Communes 



●​ Cuban Missile Crisis 
●​ Gulf of Tonkin 
●​ Vietnam War 
●​ Iran Hostage Crisis 
●​ Iran-Contra Affair/Arms for 

Hostages 
●​ SALT 
●​ Detente - China 
●​ Persian Gulf Crisis 
●​ NAFTA 
●​ 9/11 
●​ War on Terror 
●​ Iraq War 

●​ 1980s: 
Reaganomics/trickle down 
economics, Reagan 
Recession 

●​ 1990s: NAFTA, surplus, 
tech boom 

 
 

 American and National 
Identity 
This theme focuses on how and why 
definitions of American and national 
identity and values have developed, as 
well as related topics such as citizenship, 
constitutionalism, foreign policy, 
assimilation, and American exceptionalism. 

American and Regional 
Culture 
This theme focuses on the roles that ideas, 
beliefs, social mores, and creative 
expression have played in shaping the 
United States, as well as how various 
identities, cultures, and values have been 
preserved or changed in different contexts 
of U.S. history. 
ALSO SEE THE WOMEN AND AFRICAN 
AMERICAN CATEGORIES. 

Politics and Power 
This theme focuses on how different social 
and political groups have influenced 
society and government in the United 
States, as well as how political beliefs and 
institutions have changed over time. 

Social Structures 
This theme focuses on how and why 
systems of social organization develop and 
change as well as the impact that these 
systems have on the broader society. 

1491-1754 ●​ Enlightenment 
●​ First Great Awakening 
●​ House of Burgesses 
●​ Mayflower Compact 

●​ Enlightenment  
●​ First Great Awakening  

○​ Old Lights 
○​ New Lights 
○​ George Whitfield, 

John Edwards 
○​ Sinners in the 

Hands of an 
Angry God 

●​ Anglicization 
●​ Protestant Evangelism 
●​  

●​ House of Burgesses 
●​ Mayflower Compact 
●​ “City upon a hill” 
●​ Salutary neglect 
●​ Bacon’s rebellion 
●​ Virtual Representation 

 

●​ Encomienda System 
●​ Caste system 
●​ Resistance to slavery 

(slave rebellions) 
●​ Slave culture, religion 

1754-1800 ●​ Proc. 1763, end of 
Salutary Neglect 

●​ Republican Motherhood ●​ Albany Plan 
●​ Seven Years War 

●​ Northwest Ordinance 
(calls for abolition of 



●​ Enlightenment 
●​ Common Sense 
●​ Dec. of Independence 
●​ Sons of Liberty 
●​ Federalists v. 

Anti-Federalists 
●​ Constitutional Convention 
●​ Bill of Rights 
●​ Federalist Papers 
●​ Separation of Powers 
●​ Natural Rights 
●​ Federalists v. Republicans 

●​ Proclamation line 1763 
●​ Stamp Act 
●​ “Virtual representation” 
●​ Tea Act 
●​ Boston Tea Party 
●​ Sons of Liberty 
●​ “Common Sense” 
●​ Olive Branch Petition 
●​ Declaration of 

Independence 
●​ Articles of Confederation 
●​ Northwest Ordinance 
●​ Shay’s Rebellion 
●​ Federalists/Anti-Federalist

s 
●​ ⅗ Compromise 
●​ New Jersey and Virginia 

Plan 
●​ The Great Compromise  
●​ Constitutional Convention 
●​ 1st Party 

System--Federalists and 
Dem-Reps 

●​ Whiskey Rebellion 
●​ Hamilton’s Financial Plan 
●​ Washington’s Farewell 

Address 
●​ Alien and Sedition Acts 
●​ Virginia and Kentucky 

Resolutions 

slavery) 
●​ Republican Motherhood 
●​ Federalists and 

Anti-Federalists 

1800-1848 ●​ American Dream 
●​ Self-Made Man 

●​ Second Great Awakening 
○​ Charles 

Grandison Finney 
○​ Morality 

●​ Antebellum Reforms  
●​ Abolitionism  
●​ Temperance  
●​ Seneca Falls Convention 

●​ “Revolution” of 1800 
●​ Marbury v. Madison 
●​ Louisiana Purchase  
●​ Impressment  
●​ Embargo 

Act/Nonintercourse Act 
●​ War of 1812 
●​ Hartford Convention 
●​ McCulloch v. Maryland 
●​ Monroe Doctrine 
●​ Era of Good Feelings 
●​ Gag Rule 
●​ BUS War 

●​ Federalists and 
Republicans 

●​ Market Revolution (and 
how it changed the family) 

●​ Slave Culture 
●​ All Antebellum Reform 

Groups 
●​ Whigs and Democrats 



●​ American System 
●​ Missouri Compromise 
●​ Corrupt Bargain 
●​ Jacksonian Democracy 
●​ Tariff of Abominations 
●​ Nullification Crisis 
●​ Spoils System 
●​ Cherokee v. Georgia 
●​ Worcester v. Georgia 
●​ King Andrew I 
●​ Second Party System: 

Whigs  
●​ Death of National Bank 
●​ Expansion of White Male 

Suffrage 

1844-1877 ●​ Mexican Cession 
●​ The Compromise of 1850 
●​ Dawes Act 
●​ Emancipation 

Proclamation 
●​ 10% Plan 
●​ Wade Davis Bill 

●​ Immigration causes 
anti-immigrant sentiments 

●​ Ethnic enclaves 
●​ Nativist Movement 
●​ Romanticism 
●​ Cowboy Culture 
●​ Rocky Mountain School 

●​ Wilmot Proviso 
●​ 2nd 2 party system 
●​ Republican Party 
●​ Free Soil Party 
●​ Know Nothing Party 
●​ Dred Scott v Sanford 
●​ Election of Lincoln 
●​ Southern Secession 

●​ Free Soil Movement 
●​ Positive Good 
●​ States Rights 
●​ Republican Party 

1865-1898 ●​ American Exceptionalism 
●​ Chinese Exclusion Act 
●​ White Man’s Burden 
●​ Racial Superiority 
●​ Survival of the Fittest 
●​ Social Gospel/Settlement 

Houses 
●​ Plessy v. Ferguson 

●​  ●​ Assassination of Lincoln 
●​ Reconstruction--Radical 

Republicans 
●​ 13, 14, 15 Amendment  
●​ Plessy v Ferguson  
●​ Effect of Industrialization 

on the role of 
government--more active 

●​ Sherman Antitrust Act 
●​ Interstate Commerce Act 
●​ Open Door Policy 

●​ Gospel of Wealth 
●​ Social Gospel 

1890-1945 ●​ Spanish-American War, 
Platt Amendment 

●​ Philippine War 
●​ Gentleman’s Agreement 
●​ Big Stick Diplomacy - 

Great White Fleet 
●​ Dollar Diplomacy 

●​ Women’s Suffrage  
●​ Fundamentalism 

●​ Grangers, Farmers 
Alliance 

●​ Ocala Demands/Omaha 
Platform 

●​ Populist Party 
●​ William Jennings Bryan 
●​ Tammany Hall 

●​ Farmers: Grangers, 
Farmers Alliance, Populist 
Party 

●​ War Hawks 
●​ Muckrakers 
●​ Labor Unions: AFL, 

Knights of Labor, ARU 



●​ Moral Diplomacy 
●​ Interventionists, World 

Police 
●​ Schenck v. United States 
●​ WWI 
●​ National Origins Act 
●​ WWII 
●​ Korematsu v. US 
●​ Red Scare/McCarthyism 

●​ Boss Tweed 
●​ Progressive Era 
●​ Laissez-Faire Economics 
●​ Roosevelt, Taft, Wilson  
●​ Bull Moose Party 
●​ Closing of the frontier - 

imperialism 
●​ Upton Sinclair--“the 

Jungle” 
●​ Hepburn Act, Meat 

Inspection Act, FDA--role 
of government changing  

●​ Schenck v. US 
●​ League of Nations failure; 

Republican Normalcy, 
return to isolationism 

●​ Harding: Teapot Dome 
Scandal 

●​ Coolidge, Hoover - Hands 
off 

●​ Great Depression, FDR 
and the New Deal, Court 
Packing Plan, Fireside 
Chats 

●​ Executive Order 9066 
●​ Social Security Act, 

Wagner Act 
●​ United Nations/Cold War 

●​ KKK 
●​ Bull Moose Party 
●​ IWW 
●​ Flappers 
●​ Niagara Falls Convention 
●​ NAACP 
●​ CORE 
●​ Harlem Renaissance 

1945-2019  ●​ Happy Housewife 
●​ Separate Spheres 
●​ Cult of Domesticity 
●​ Counter Culture  
●​ New Right/New 

Conservatism  
●​ ERA 

●​ Red Scare/McCarthyism 
●​ New Frontier/election of 

Kennedy 
●​ Civil Rights 
●​ Brown v board, Warren 

Court 
●​ Civil/Voting rights Act 
●​ Southern Strategy 
●​ Space Race  
●​ Great Society 
●​ “Vietnamization” 
●​ Watergate 
●​ Pentagon Papers 
●​ Credibility Gap 
●​ Malaise Speech 

 



●​ Iran Contra Affair 
●​ The New Right/Rise of 

Conservatism  
●​ Election of Reagan  
●​ Bill Clinton, balancing the 

budget  
●​ Election of 2000 
●​ Bush v. Gore 
●​ Barack Obama, first 

African American 
President  

●​ Obamacare 

 

 Women African Americans 

1491-1754 ●​ Anne Hutchinson 
●​ Salem Witch Trials 

●​ Columbian Exchange 
●​ Middle Passage 
●​ Most go to Hispaniola (Spanish? Colony) 
●​ Stono Rebellion  

1754-1800 ●​ Republican Motherhood 
●​ Abigail Adams - Remember the Ladies 

●​ ⅗ Compromise 
●​ Northwest Ordinance 
●​ Cotton Gin 

 

1800-1848 ●​ Antebellum Reforms 
●​ Seneca Falls Convention 
●​ Declaration of Sentiments 
●​ Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
●​ Susan B. Anthony 
●​ Abolitionism 
●​ Harriet Tubman 
●​ Grimke Sisters 
●​ Temperance Movement 

●​ Gag Rule 
●​ Free/Slave State debate 
●​ Louisiana Purchase 
●​ Missouri Compromise, 36 30 line 
●​ Abolitionism 
●​ Harriet Beecher Stowe 
●​ Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
●​ William Lloyd Garrison 
●​ The Liberator 
●​ Women’s Suffrage 
●​ Frederick Douglass 
●​ Nat Turner’s Rebellion 
●​ Slave Culture 

○​ Pidgen 
○​ Marriages 

 



1844-1877 ●​ Child Labor ●​ Manifest Destiny 
●​ Wilmot Proviso 
●​ Compromise of 1850 
●​ Fugitive Slave Act 
●​ Slavery 
●​ Dred Scott 
●​ Reconstruction 
●​ Grandfather Clause 
●​ Black Codes 
●​ KKK 
●​ Jim Crow 
●​ Poll Tax 
●​ Literacy Tests 
●​ 40 Acres/Mule 
●​ Sharecropping 
●​ Freedmen's Bureau 
●​ Underground Railroad 

1865-1898 ●​ Jane Addams 
●​ Hull House 
●​ Settlement House 
●​ Social Gospel 

●​ KKK 
●​ 13/14/15th amendements 
●​ Plessy v. Ferguson 

1890-1945 ●​ Muller v. Oregon 
●​ NAWSA 
●​ Carrie Chapman Catt 
●​ National Women’s Party 
●​ Alice Paul 
●​ 19th Amendment 
●​ Flappers 
●​ Factory Jobs - WWI 
●​ Migrant Mother 
●​ Rosie the Riveter 
●​ Margaret Sanger 

●​ NAACP 
●​ Niagara Falls Movement 
●​ Booker T. Washington 
●​ WEB Dubois 
●​ Birth of a Nation 
●​ KKK 
●​ Great Migration 
●​ Red Summer/Chicago Race Riots 
●​ Back to Africa 
●​ Marcus Garvey 
●​ Harlem Renaissance 
●​ Duke Ellington 
●​ Langston Hughes 
●​ Cotton Club 
●​ Scottsboro Boys 
●​ Great Migration 
●​ Detroit Riots 
●​ Tuskegee Airmen 
●​ Double V campaign 
●​ Segregated Units 



1945-2019 ●​ Happy Housewife 
●​ Cult of Domesticity 
●​ Separate Spheres 
●​ Counterculture 
●​ NOW 
●​ Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique 
●​ Rachel Carson, Silent Spring 
●​ Title IX 
●​ Miss America Pageant Protest 
●​ Sexual Revolution 
●​ Planned Parenthood 
●​ ERA 
●​ Phyllis Schlafly 
●​ Roe v. Wade 
●​ Hillary Clinton 
●​ Sandra Day O’Connor 

●​ Black Panthers 
●​ Black Power 
●​ Freedom Rides 
●​ Montgomery Bus Boycott 
●​ MLK/Assassination 
●​ Civil Disobedience 
●​ Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
●​ Rosa Parks 
●​ Sit-ins - Woolworth’s 
●​ March on Washington 
●​ Brown v. Board 
●​ Little Rock 9 
●​ Watts Riots 
●​ Jackie Robinson 
●​ Malcolm X 
●​ Civil Rights Act 1964 
●​ Freedom Summer 
●​ Voting Rights Act 1965 
●​ Fair Housing Act 1968 
●​ Rodney King Riots 
●​ Black Lives Matter 
●​ Police Brutality 

 


