
What Type of Legislation Do You Want?
There are four types of legislation that can be proposed into Congress:

Bill
Old ModelUSGov Style: B.
House Style: H.R.
Senate Style: S.
Enactment Clause: Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled,
About: Bills are your standard form of legislation, requiring a majority vote in each house and
must be presented to the President. Bills, if passed, have the force of law. Bills are generally
used to add, repeal, or amend laws codified in the United States Code or Public Laws of the
United States (Statutes at Large), provide policy and program authorizations, and appropriate
money from the treasury.

Joint Resolution
Old ModelUSGov Style: JR.
House Style: H.J. Res.
Senate Style: S.J. Res.
Standard Enactment Clause: Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,
Constitutional Amendment Enactment Clause: That the following article is proposed as an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and
purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several States:
About: Joint resolutions are special legislative measures that have the force of law, usually
requiring a simple majority vote in each house and presentation to the President. However, joint
resolutions are the exclusive method for Congress to propose a constitutional amendment, and
when that is done, it requires a two-thirds vote of each house and is not presented to the
President. Besides proposing constitutional amendments, joint resolutions are generally used
for authorizing small appropriations, continuing resolutions (which extend appropriation levels
adopted in a prior fiscal year, usually to avoid a government shutdown), to create temporary
commissions or other ad hoc bodies (e.g. the 9/11 Commission), to create temporary exceptions
to existing law (e.g. providing for a Saxbe fix reducing the pay of an office so that a member of
Congress may avoid the Ineligibility Clause), and to declare war.

Concurrent Resolution
Old ModelUSGov Style: CR.
House Style: H.Con.Res.
Senate Style: S.Con.Res.



Enactment Clause: Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled,
Other Enactment Clause: Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,
About: Concurrent resolutions are measures that do not have the force of law, and only require
a simple majority vote in each house. They are not presented to the President. Concurrent
resolutions are usually used for internal matters within Congress (e.g. providing for recess or
adjournment, providing for a joint session of Congress, or creating a temporary joint committee)
or for expressing Congressional opinion (e.g. disapproving of the actions of a foreign nation).
Concurrent resolutions are also used to state the annual budget, which is fulfilled through
appropriation acts.

Chamber Resolution
House Style: H.Res.
Senate Style: S.Res.
House Enactment Clause 1: Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Representatives
House Enactment Clause 2: Resolved, That the House of Representatives
Senate Enactment Clause 1: Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
Senate Enactment Clause 2: Resolved, That the Senate
About: Chamber resolutions are measures that do not have the force of law and only require
the approval of a single chamber, the House or the Senate. They are not presented to the
President. Chamber resolutions are usually used for internal matters within a chamber (e.g.
establishing or changing rules, providing for or changing committee structures or assignments,
or expelling a member) or for expressing the opinion of that chamber (e.g. disapproving of the
actions of a foreign nation).



Model Legislation Format

TITLE

Whereas, I like preambles, this is one.

Whereas, we need a model bill format, one has been provided.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.
(a) TERM.—The term “example” means a thing characteristic of its kind or illustrating a general rule.
(b) TERM.—The term “lettuce” means a crunchy, green vegetable that the head moderator
adores.
SEC. 3. SUBSTANCE
(a) SUBSECTION TITLE.—This is a subsection, of which you break break down further.
(b) SUBSECTION TITLE.—This is a subsection, with which you can make a list of fun poses, such as—

(1) dancing like a monkey on a roof;
(2) making pumpkins dance on roofs;
(3) eat pasta with a spoon.

(c) SUBSECTION TITLE.—This is a subsection, which can have exception-giving and related
subsubsections, such as—

(1) It shall not be done on the third Friday of each January.
(2) The Department of Silly String shall devise regulations to establish the time and location

annually.
(d) SUBSECTION TITLE.—This is a subsection.
SEC. 4. MORE SUBSTANCE
(a) SUBSECTION TITLE.—Words are fun.

(1) I like words unless they are.—
(A) Too long, unless.—

(i) they are so long they confuse people, or
(ii) they do not take long to spell.

SEC. 5. ENACTMENT
(a) Enactment.—This act shall take effect 90 days after its passage into law.



(b) Severability.—The provisions of this act are severable. If any part of this act is declared invalid or
unconstitutional, that declaration shall not affect the part which remains.
(c) Implementation.—The Secretary of Energy may establish the necessary regulations to make
effective the provisions of this act.

EXAMPLE:



H.R. 232 Genetically Engineered Food Right-to-Know Act

Whereas, there has been a proliferation of genetically modified organisms in the market;

Whereas, consumers deserve the right to know what they are buying and consuming;

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Genetically Engineered Food Right-to-Know Act”.

SEC. 2. PURPOSE AND FINDINGS.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purposes of this Act are to—

(1) establish a consistent and enforceable standard for labeling of foods produced using
genetic engineering, thereby providing consumers with knowledge of how their food is
produced; and

(2) prevent consumer confusion and deception by prohibiting the labeling of products
produced from genetic engineering as “natural”, and by promoting the disclosure of factual
information on food labels to allow consumers to make informed decisions.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the process of genetically engineering food organisms results in material changes
and the fact that foods are genetically engineered is of material importance to consumers;

(2) the Food and Drug Administration requires the labeling of more than 3,000
ingredients, additives, and processes;



(3) individuals in the United States have a right to know if their food was produced
with genetic engineering for a variety of reasons, including health, economic,
environmental, religious, and ethical;

(4) more than 60 countries, including the United Kingdom and all other countries of the
European Union, South Korea, Japan, Brazil, Australia, India, China, and other key United
States trading partners have laws or regulations mandating disclosure of genetically
engineered food on food labels;

(5) in 2011, Codex Alimentarius, the food standards organization of the United Nations,
adopted a text that indicates that governments can decide on whether and how to label foods
produced with genetic engineering;

(6) mandatory identification of food produced with genetic engineering can be a critical
method of preserving the economic value of exports or domestically sensitive markets with
labeling requirements for genetically engineered foods; and

(7) the cultivation of genetically engineered crops can have adverse effects on the
environment in the form of cross-pollination of native plants, increased herbicide usage, and
impacts on non-target and beneficial organisms, including the Monarch butterfly.

SEC. 3. AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL FOOD, DRUG, AND COSMETIC ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 403 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 343)
is amended by adding at the end the following:

“(z) (1) If it is a food that has been genetically engineered or contains 1 or more genetically
engineered ingredients, unless the ingredients label clearly states that the food has been
genetically engineered or identifies any genetically engineered ingredients, as applicable.

“(2) This paragraph does not apply to food that—

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=21&section=343


“(A) is served in restaurants or other similar eating establishments, such as cafeterias
and carryouts;

“(B) is a medical food (as defined in section 5(b) of the Orphan Drug Act);

“(C) would be subject to this paragraph solely because it was produced using a
genetically engineered vaccine or drug;

“(D) is a food or processed food that would be subject to this paragraph solely because
it includes the use of a genetically engineered processing aid (including yeast) or enzyme; or

“(E) is a packaged food consisting of materials produced through genetic engineering
that do not account for more than nine-tenths of 1 percent of the total weight of the packaged
food.

“(3) In this paragraph and in paragraph (aa):

“(A) The term ‘genetic engineering’ means a process—

“(i) involving the application of in vitro nucleic acid techniques, including
recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and direct injection of nucleic acid into cells
or organelles;

“(ii) involving the application of fusion of cells beyond the taxonomic family; or

“(iii) that overcomes natural physiological, reproductive, or recombinant barriers
and that is not a process used in traditional breeding and selection.

“(B) The term ‘genetically engineered’, used with respect to a food, means a material
intended for human consumption that is—

“(i) an organism that is produced through the intentional use of genetic
engineering; or



“(ii) the progeny of intended sexual or asexual reproduction (or both) of 1 or more
organisms that is the product of genetic engineering.

“(C) The term ‘genetically engineered ingredient’ means a material that is an ingredient
in a food that is derived from any part of an organism that has been genetically engineered,
without regard to whether—

“(i) the altered molecular or cellular characteristics of the organism are detectable
in the material; and

“(ii) the organism is capable for use as human food.”.

(b) RESTRICTIONS ON THE TERM “NATURAL”.—Section 403 of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 343), as amended by subsection (a), is further amended by adding at
the end the following:

“(aa) If it is a food intended for human consumption that has been produced using genetic
engineering or that contains one or more genetically engineered ingredients and it bears a label,
or for which there is signage or advertising, containing a claim that the food is ‘natural’,
‘naturally made’, ‘naturally grown’, ‘all natural’, or using any similar words that would be
misleading to a consumer.”.

(c) GUARANTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 303(d) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21

U.S.C. 333(d)) is amended—

(A) by striking “(d)” and inserting “(d)(1)”; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(2) (A) No person shall be subject to the penalties of subsection (a)(1) for a violation
of subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 301 involving food that is misbranded within the

http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=21&section=343
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meaning of paragraph (z) or (aa) of section 403 if such person (referred to in this paragraph
as the ‘recipient’) establishes a guaranty or undertaking that—

“(i) is signed by, and contains the name and address of, a person residing in the
United States from whom the recipient received in good faith the food (including the
receipt of seeds to grow raw agricultural commodities); and

“(ii) contains a statement to the effect that the food is not genetically engineered or
does not contain a genetically engineered ingredient.

“(B) In the case of a recipient who, with respect to a food, establishes a guaranty or
undertaking in accordance with subparagraph (A), the exclusion under such subparagraph
from being subject to penalties applies to the recipient without regard to the manner in
which the recipient uses the food, including whether the recipient is—

“(i) processing the food;

“(ii) using the food as an ingredient in a food product;

“(iii) repacking the food; or

“(iv) growing, raising, or otherwise producing the food.

“(C) No person may avoid responsibility or liability for a violation of subsection (a),
(b), or (c) of section 301 involving food that is misbranded within the meaning of paragraph
(z) or (aa) of section 403 by entering into a contract or other agreement that specifies that
another person shall bear such responsibility or liability, except that a recipient may require
a guaranty or undertaking as described in this subsection.

“(D) For purposes of this Act, food will be considered not to have been produced with
the knowing or intentional use of genetic engineering if—



“(i) such food is lawfully certified to be labeled, marketed, and offered for sale as
‘organic’ pursuant to the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990; or

“(ii) an independent organization has determined that the food has not been
knowingly or intentionally genetically engineered and has been segregated from, and
not knowingly or intentionally commingled with, foods that may have been genetically
engineered at any time, if such a determination has been made pursuant to a sampling
and testing procedure that—

“(I) is consistent with sampling and testing principles recommended by
internationally recognized standards organizations; and

“(II) does not rely on testing processed foods in which no DNA is detectable.

“(E) In this subsection, the terms ‘genetically engineered’ and ‘genetically engineered
ingredient’ have the meanings given the terms in section 403(z).”.

(2) FALSE GUARANTY.—Section 301(h) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic

Act (21 U.S.C. 331(h)) is amended by inserting “or 303(d)(2)” after “section 303(c)(2)”.

(d) UNINTENDED CONTAMINATION.—Section 303(d) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (21 U.S.C. 333(d)), as amended by subsection (b), is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(3) (A) No person shall be subject to the penalties of subsection (a)(1) for a violation
of subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 301 involving food that is misbranded within the
meaning of section 403(z) if—

“(i) such person is an agricultural producer and the violation occurs because food
that is grown, raised, or otherwise produced by such producer, which food does not
contain a genetically engineered material and was not produced with a genetically
engineered material, is contaminated with a food that contains a genetically engineered
material or was produced with a genetically engineered material; and
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“(ii) such contamination is not intended by the agricultural producer.

“(B) Subparagraph (A) does not apply to an agricultural producer to the extent that the
contamination occurs as a result of the negligence of the producer.”.

(e) PROMULGATION OF REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall promulgate proposed regulations establishing labeling requirements for
compliance in accordance with section 403(z) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, as
added by subsection (a).


