
 

City Council is rejecting $4.95M of $5.3M in federal and 
nonprofit money to expand our recycling access and 

provide recycling education and outreach. Please sign 
the petition and read more about what is going on.  
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Important Links 
●​ Read and sign the petition! 
●​ Watch this video recap! 
●​ Order your recycling cart! 
●​ Read this news article! (“City of New Orleans might trash fully-funded residential 

recycling initiative”) 
____________________________________________________ 

TLDR: What is going on? 
In 2023, the Office of Resilience and Sustainability applied for funding through the EPA 
SWIFR grant program to provide recycling carts to every eligible household in this city, 
conduct recycling education and outreach, and develop a Solid Waste Master Plan. 
New Orleans was selected (along with 24 other cities) and awarded $5.3 million in 
federal and nonprofit funds to upgrade our city’s waste management system; 
ironically, our city council would rather let it go to waste. Verite News posted an 
article on February 25 disclosing emails that confirm our city council has ZERO 
intentions of spending these EPA funds before they expire or requesting a no-cost time 
extension to keep this grant alive. Worse yet, they want to do this without a public 
hearing nor any public accountability!  

 
Last fall, the city council would not approve the purchasing of recycling carts to draw 
down these funds. Your elected officials are preventing you from receiving this 
service (that you already pay for), refusing to use this money for its intended purposes. 
Right now, we all need to fight for universal access to curbside recycling before 
this money is gone for good at the end of March.  
 
More recently, Nola.com published an article that said they will move forward with the 
Solid Waste Master Plan alone. 
 
 
 

https://c.org/BDHNK4tBzF
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DVPpUZyCkur/
https://opcd.quickbase.com/nav/app/bn79jh4a4/action/appoverview
https://veritenews.org/2026/02/25/new-orleans-curbside-recycling/
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-09/City_of_New_Orleans_SWIFR.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-09/City_of_New_Orleans_SWIFR.pdf
https://nola.gov/next/mayors-office/news/articles/september-2023/2023-09-15-federal-grant-for-residential-recycling/
https://nola.gov/next/mayors-office/news/articles/september-2023/2023-09-15-federal-grant-for-residential-recycling/
https://veritenews.org/2026/02/25/new-orleans-curbside-recycling/
https://cityofno.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?event_id=d705b0ca-e55f-4681-ac3d-16c52d0e2510
http://nola.com


 

 
____________________________________________________ 

Context: A History of Failed Recycling 
New Orleans has a big waste problem. Waste is costly, it is unsightly, it impacts our 
quality of life, and it causes flood risk. We send 98% of all of our waste in the city to 
the landfill, which is as bad as the worst cities in the country. This has hardly improved 
since 1990! 
 
To make matters worse, New Orleans loses $6.1 million/year to a recycling collection 
contract that pays our contractors to collect household recycling whether or not homes 
have recycling carts. Only 42% of households in New Orleans currently have a 
recycling cart, even though we all pay for the recycling service. This is because 
residents have to request a recycling cart (or “opt in”) through nola311.org to receive the 
service. Regardless of whether you have opted into recycling, $6 out of your $24 
monthly sanitation fee goes to recycling collection. Trash and recycling are lumped 
up in the same collection contracts. IV Waste, Waste Pro, and Richard’s Disposal 
collect residential trash and recycling across the city, and they are paid the full amount 
per eligible household in each of their service areas. The recycling portion of these 
contracts adds up to $10.5 million/year.  

 
 
But they are only obligated to pick up recycling from homes that have a cart. It gets 
worse…at this very moment, New Orleans has a once-in-a-generation opportunity with 
funding to level-up its recycling system by providing recycling carts to all eligible homes 

http://nola311.org
https://nola.gov/next/mayors-office/news/articles/september-2023/2023-09-15-federal-grant-for-residential-recycling/


 

AND developing a solid waste master plan…and your elected officials are turning their 
heads the other way. Your City Council is being bought off, and unless we demand 
otherwise, New Orleans will lose these funds and remain underdeveloped and 
crisis-prone around waste management (continue being a throwaway city) for years and 
decades to come.  

 ____________________________________________________ 

Who is most impacted by this? 
New Orleanians, folks mostly in Black neighborhoods, are losing ~$6.1 million/year in 
paid-for recycling collection services that are not being offered due not having 
recycling carts. Residents who do not have recycling carts do not get the recycling 
service we all pay for; however, the waste collection companies are paid in full ($24 of 
$24 monthly fee) for each household they service, including those that do not have a 
recycling cart.  

 
The existing opt-in program requires each resident to sign up to receive this service, 
even though we already pay for it. An opt-in program reinforces systemic barriers 
because communities that lack access to basic services like computers or internet or 
have distrust of the government may not even know this program exists at no additional 
cost. 

____________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=22&v=F9ZI-8y9hpU&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.austintexas.gov%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.austintexas.gov&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY


 

A Timeline of Evidence of City Council Playing with our 
Federal Dollars! 

●​ September 15, 2025: Office of Resilience and Sustainability (ORS) staff 
introduced this Rehrig cart contract to City Council for vote/approval. This 
contract would permit our purchasing of recycling carts. Without a “yes” vote from 
City Council, ORS cannot draw down the funds. There was expressed opposition 
from IV Waste and a recycling business owner who is in direct competition with 
municipal recycling. Council decided to defer the vote until September 25. 

●​ September 25, 2025: Despite this being placed on the calendar, City Council 
originally decided to defer the vote until October 9th, but then conveniently 
waited until after the election. I wonder why? Franziska’s post with Glass Half Full 
got a LOT of attention, and they did not want to risk this issue changing the 
reputation of the frontrunner prior to our vote. The contract was placed on the 
agenda for the October 23rd regular meeting. 

●​ October 23, 2025: Due to the news of the budget deficit, City Council decided to 
defer the vote to a later date. The next date they eventually selected would be 
sometime in early January. 

●​ December 9, 2025: Councilmember Harris invites Glass Half Full and ORS / 
Department of Sanitation to speak on recycling updates and the pilot project. 
Harris disapproves of IV Waste’s tampering with this contract and finds it 
problematic that they are interfering with the pilot project’s implementation. This 
meeting is adjourned with no vote as it was merely to provide an update.  

●​ January 12, 2026: new Mayoral team terminates key ORS staff affiliated with this 
EPA grant on Day 1. Terminated staff include: Greg Nichols (Director of ORS), 
Daniel Jatres (Capital Projects Administrator), and Chris Lang (Circular Economy 
Policy and Program Manager). 

____________________________________________________ 

Why are waste haulers (and the City Council) against this? 
Waste haulers are already getting paid for recycling collection services regardless of 
whether households have recycling carts or not. The $6 million that we, as residents, 
lose to a service not being offered goes straight into their profits! They will claim 
that New Orleans is not ready to recycle (this is a nice way of saying we are too stupid 
to learn), that there is no plan (you can read the plan here), that there will be too much 
contamination, and now that the City simply does not have the money for this…but the 
reality is their profits are at stake.  
 
City Council should have been running forward with this opportunity to help our city level 
up its waste management, reduce the waste we send to the landfill, and increase our 

https://cityofno.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?event_id=d705b0ca-e55f-4681-ac3d-16c52d0e2510
https://cityofno.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?event_id=d705b0ca-e55f-4681-ac3d-16c52d0e2510
https://council.nola.gov/getattachment/eef0cffd-c0fc-42c1-8360-6ad02515a64e/file
https://www.instagram.com/p/DOwDBorjui2/
https://council.nola.gov/getattachment/4107dd11-2f22-41ab-95a5-36d770690e61/file
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktjc8vW5X4Y&t=392s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktjc8vW5X4Y&t=2928s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktjc8vW5X4Y&t=2928s
https://cityofno.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&event_id=24779&meta_id=767941


 

waste literacy equitably. Instead, they deferred signing this contract quietly, hoping it will 
vanish when the federal funds expire. Why would they do this? To understand why the 
City Council would align with the waste industry instead of with the residents of New 
Orleans, we have to look at who are some of the biggest contributors to their campaign 
donations.  

____________________________________________________ 

Elected Officials’ Waste/Oil & Gas-Affiliated Donations 
Tracker: 
Review this document to find all of our elected officials’ campaign donations over the 
years.  

●​ Mayor Helena Moreno: ~$84,000-$144,250 (since 2017) 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_kz9zQAg9ztpuz628oLHMyw93KIjNPeU7yIoNcqBW2o/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.487pmrfdqadw
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Kw3rGRKuwpFoeePdzBYIQGxMisYxx-0Es_EaRr4-nFU/edit?gid=0#gid=0


 

●​ Council President JP Morrell: ~$72,000-$88,750 (since 2021)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-EFJGv8MDGYTnf4yqWRvZ3ZrdSWCyVD7Ei4MwUk8BT8/edit?gid=240814668#gid=240814668


 

●​ Council Vice President Matthew Willard: $24,750-$27,250 in 2025, $29,250 since 
2019 

 
 

●​ District A Councilmember Aimee McCarron: $7,500-$10,000 in 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Dadh6pV8zIoIU7h499EFVEIlaXNK1WX-3DnLcAEo7YI/edit?gid=1431994387#gid=1431994387
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vw63vVfEULvxUsTxYcprg3eImh365lhLQOTacDO9XQo/edit?gid=1041375502#gid=1041375502


 

●​ District B Councilmember Lesli Harris: $5,750-$8,250 from 2021-2025 

 
 

●​ District C Councilmember Freddie King III:$15,250 since 2021  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qlGT9VM5OwgZOx1VO-MVYFA8jO4KHKroX_U59cBEdvM/edit?gid=1086352117#gid=1086352117
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pX1bsdhKSw-ChSWJODHQ9AmTToUP2ojfAzBjWkXaBKA/edit?gid=1765285627#gid=1765285627


 

●​ District D Councilmember Eugene Green: $6,030 since 2021 

 
●​ District E Councilmember Jason Hughes: $3,000 in 2025 

 
●​ Former District A Councilmember Joe Giarrusso III: $19,000-$21,500 since 2017 

 
●​ Former District E Councilmember Oliver Thomas: $20,000 since 2021 

 
____________________________________________________ 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1l2WpgA84F7nN2A17W93-Khj1CnP_rN342KR_s7P8dus/edit?gid=373242621#gid=373242621
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pXJNrE-WHIhTLXFwyb79wUhQXfhJ8o-LALl96hD-qYA/edit?gid=1792334739#gid=1792334739
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J4P4BnwAzOcZU10tYQKQD7haq13puEzTcFCebo9cPk0/edit?gid=1491368957#gid=1491368957
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OJOLNzTzMcj2dkWgm5E2akT_B7gjqKCkaKo6h8yUwHY/edit?gid=1488588337#gid=1488588337


 

How You Can Fight Back 
If the City Council wants to squander free money that can make our city not only more 
sustainable but more equitable, they need to do so publicly and own the shame that comes with 
it! Here are some action items you can do to help this cause:  

1.​ If you have not done so already, order your recycling cart through 
nola311.org! Watch this video here if you are having difficulty.  

 
2.​ Sign this petition to confirm your support for the city to spend this EPA funding on 

recycling expansion, recycling education and outreach, and the Solid Waste 
Master Plan. We are delivering these signed petitions to the Mayor and our 
Councilmembers on Tuesday, March 24 at 12:30PM. Join us! 

 

http://nola311.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1gUsVwaDWr-dGXEPzgAG1vRsnpRYgIjyZ
https://c.org/BDHNK4tBzF


 

3.​ Call or email the Mayor and your District’s Councilmember and demand our 
city (ORS Director, Meagan Williams) requests a “No Cost Time Extension” 
request for this FULL grant (inclusive of the recycling expansion and education 
and outreach, not just the Solid Waste Master Plan), exactly as the grant was 
submitted. Tell them that any request that does not include the full grant will 
change its scope of work and likely lead to the grant’s cancellation by the EPA. 
Ask them to add this grant’s updates on the upcoming committee meeting 
agendas. Tell them to: 

a.​ Use this free federal money to provide equitable access to recycling for all 
of our residents (approve the recycling cart contract);  

b.​ Use this free federal money to develop a Solid Waste Master Plan, a 10 
year road map for sustainability around solid waste (something we have 
not had for 36 years!) 

c.​ If you will not approve a cart contract, change the contract so residents 
who do not have recycling carts are not paying for that service.  

i.​ Mayor: Helena Moreno, mayor@nola.gov (504) 658-4900 
ii.​ President of Council: JP Morrell, JP.Morrell@nola.gov (504) 

658-1070 
●​ Chief of Staff: Krystal Hendon, Krystal.Hendon@nola.gov 

iii.​ Vice President of Council: Matthew Willard, 
Matthew.Willard@nola.gov (504) 658-1060 

●​ Chief of Staff: Courtney Fleming, 
Courtney.Fleming@nola.gov 

iv.​ District A Councilmember: Aimee McCarron, 
Aimee.McCarron@nola.gov (504) 658-1010 

●​ Chief of Staff: Sherae Hunter, Smhunter@nola.gov  
v.​ District B Councilmember: Lesli Harris, Lesli.Harris@nola.gov 

(504) 658-1020 
●​ Chief of Staff: Alison Poort, Anpoort@nola.gov  

vi.​ District C Councilmember: Freddie King III, 
Freddie.King@nola.gov (504) 658-1030 

●​ Chief of Staff: Winston Fiore, Winston.Fiore@nola.gov  
vii.​ District D Councilmember: Eugene Green, 

Eugene.Green@nola.gov (504) 658-1040 
●​ Chief of Staff: Sandra Thomas, Sandra.Thomas@nola.gov  

viii.​ District E Councilmember: Jason Hughes, 
Jason.Hughes@nola.gov (504) 658-1050 

●​ Chief of Staff: Tammie Jackson, Ttjackson@nola.gov 

mailto:mayor@nola.gov
mailto:JP.Morrell@nola.gov
mailto:Matthew.Willard@nola.gov
mailto:Aimee.McCarron@nola.gov
mailto:Lesli.Harris@nola.gov
mailto:Jason.Hughes@nola.gov


 

4.​ Come to City Council chambers (1300 Perdido St) for these meetings and voice 
your support for the recycling expansion and development of a Solid Waste 
Master Plan.  

a.​ Public Works, Sanitation, and the Environment Committee meeting: 
March 10, 10AM 

b.​ Climate Chance and Sustainability Committee meeting: March 11, 
10AM   

c.​ Quality of Life Committee meeting: March 19, 10AM (cancelled) 
d.​ Budget Committee meeting: March 19, 1PM  
e.​ Deliver Petitions: Tuesday, March 24, 12:30PM (in front of City Hall) 

 
5.​ Learn more about the recycling grant and expansion effort by watching this 

presentation at the Quality of Life meeting on December 9, 2025. (Slideshow 
here) 

https://council.nola.gov/meetings/
https://council.nola.gov/meetings/2026/committees/public-works,-sanitation-and-environment/20260310-public-works/
https://council.nola.gov/meetings/2026/committees/climate-change-and-sustainability/20260311-climate-change-and-sustainability/
https://council.nola.gov/meetings/2026/committees/quality-of-life/20260319-quality-of-life/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktjc8vW5X4Y&t=3s
https://cityofno.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&event_id=24779&meta_id=767941


 

6.​ Share this file with all of your friends and family in New Orleans, particularly 
those who do not already have recycling carts.  

7.​ Learn what is and is not recyclable.  

 
 
 

____________________________________________________ 

Dispelling the Opposition 
●​ “People don’t want these carts.”  

○​ IV Waste conducted a biased poll that said people want to see a plan first, 
and to receive their carts later. Why would people not want to receive 
carts for a service they are already paying for? During 14 weeks of 
outreach and education to neighborhood associations, it was very clear 
that the majority of residents did not know that this service was at no 
additional cost.  

○​ Secondly, an opt out program does just what it is called: it allows people to 
opt out. They can call 311 to opt out of the program rather than have to 
call 311 to opt in. But let’s provide people the service they already pay for 
and let them notify us if they would like to have their recycling cart 
removed.  

https://nola.gov/recycling/


 

○​ Lastly, there are homes with 7 black trash carts in front of them. Our 
residents can have 1 blue recycling cart. In fact, they deserve it. 

●​ “We lack regional recycling capacity.” 
○​ Ironically, in 2022, Waste Management offered to construct a $20-30 

million Material Recovery Facility (MRF) on their property in New Orleans 
East but they were not permitted a zoning change. Keep in mind, a MRF is 
not a landfill. This MRF would have served as a hub for regional recycling 
and material sorting, and also an educational facility for schools to take 
tours, and to build green jobs.  

 
●​ “The City does not have cash flow to manage this.”  

○​ The City manages many federal grants that involve the usual 
reimbursement process. We have never had any issues getting 
reimbursed for NDR or CPRG grants, which we are still prioritizing. Why 
are we not prioritizing this particular grant?  

●​ “Contamination will be too high because there isn’t enough outreach and 
education.”  

○​ The grant explicitly pays for outreach and education around the recycling 
expansion. Of particular importance is the effectiveness of cart tagging, 
also called the Feet on the Street program. By tagging residents’ recycling 
carts each week for 4 weeks after receiving the recycling carts, residents 
learn right away through notices what is and what is not accepted in 
curbside recycling. For the first time in the history of this city, the carts 
themselves will have instructions affixed to their lids that visually show 
what is and is not recyclable. 
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