
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY (TBI) 
 
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) is a significant concern among veterans, particularly 
those exposed to combat situations involving explosive devices and repetitive blasts. 
TBI occurs when an external force causes damage to the brain, which can lead to a 
range of physical, cognitive, and emotional symptoms. Studies show that repeated 
blasts from artillery or explosive devices can lead to cumulative brain injuries, even 
in the absence of direct impact to the head​. This phenomenon has raised concerns 
about the long-term effects of blast-related injuries on veterans’ cognitive health. 
 
Symptoms of TBI can vary widely based on the severity and location of the 
injury. Common symptoms include: 

●​ Physical: Headaches, dizziness, fatigue, seizures and balance problems. 
●​ Cognitive: Memory loss, difficulty concentrating, and confusion. 
●​ Emotional: Irritability, anxiety, depression, and mood swings. 
●​ Behavioural: Changes in social interactions, impulsivity, and aggression. 

 
Veterans may also experience long-term effects, such as chronic headaches or 
cognitive impairments, which can significantly impact their quality of life and daily 
functioning. 

Diagnosing TBI typically involves a combination of clinical evaluation, patient history, 
and neurological examinations. Advanced imaging techniques, like MRI or CT scans, 
may also be employed to identify structural changes in the brain​. Early diagnosis and 
intervention are critical for managing symptoms and improving outcomes for 
veterans with TBI. Treatment options often include cognitive rehabilitation, therapy, 
and medication to address specific symptoms​.  

 

 


