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1. Look back at the scene before this. How does that scene transition to this scene? Where
might this scene take place?

2. Look back at Genesis 42:25. How do the commands compare? What might Joseph’s
intentions be here? How had he reacted to the brothers’ reaction of finding the silver in
Genesis 43?
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1. Why might we be told these words as Joseph tells them to his steward, rather than at a
different time? Why might Joseph send his steward to deliver his message? What role has
this steward played? How does Joseph use him?

2. What is the proposed order of events? Will the brothers understand what the steward is
saying?

3. Think back on the Joseph story so far. When else has v¥7 come up? (Look in a
concordance.) When else has ¥ followed good?

4. Verse 3: In what binyan is 1m5w?

5. Verse 5: What is the purpose of the 77 in X197? What form is wni? Where else does onyai
in appear in Genesis?
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1. How do the brothers try to prove their innocence here? How does it compare with their
other attempts to prove their innocence?

2. Why might they propose a punishment? Why might it be such a specific punishment?
Does it remind you of anything?

3. Verse 7: Parse mwyn.

4. Verse 9: What binyan is Xxn?
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Roots: 2w ,0ny ,v1p 951,770,900
Words: *p1 - clean/innocent, 1712 - garment

1. Look back at where 12 appears in Genesis 42. What is at stake there? How does it inform
your understanding of the steward’s words here?

2. What punishment does the steward propose? Is it identical to the punishment the brothers
had proposed? Why might the steward have the authority to decide on the punishment?
Who is speaking here?

3. How do the brothers react to finding it with Benyamin? What are we told? What does it
say about the brothers? Why might they return to the city? Why might they be so
obsessed with their donkeys?
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1. How is the group described here? How had they been described? What is changing?

2. Look back at Genesis 43:28. What other context has 117¥ been used in? What might be
being said here?



3. Of what the steward has already said to them, what does Joseph choose to repeat? Why
might that be the case? What might he be trying to get across to them?
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1. What might Judah be trying to do here with his series of questions? Why might Judah
mention God here? What might he be referring to?

2. What is Judah’s proposed punishment here? Why might this be the case?

3. Whose words does Joseph reuse here? Was he there to hear them the first time? Why
might he use them?

4. What is Joseph’s proposed solution? What might he be trying to do here?
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1. In verse 18, how does Judah approach Joseph? What are his assumptions about Joseph’s
character and what does he try to do?

2. Look back at when this story happened for the first time in Genesis 42:7-20. What does
Judah change? What points is Judah emphasizing?



3. Look back at when this story was retold for the first time to Jacob in Genesis 42:29-34.
Look back at when this story was retold for the second time to Jacob in Genesis 43:3-7.
How has this story changed? Why might this story be retold?

4. Verse 23: What is the root of 1190n?
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1. Look back at what Joseph had actually said in Genesis 42:34. Why might Judah be
misquoting him here to his face? What does the misquote achieve?

2. How does Judah refer to each of the people in the story? What might those choices show?

3. What speech of Jacob is Judah reporting here? When did Jacob talk about a son being
torn to pieces? Look back at Genesis 42:38. What words are changed from that report?
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Words: 113 - grief

1. Why will Jacob be brought down to Sheol here? How does it compare to other times?

2. Why might Judah tell Joseph of the arrangement he had made to be responsible for
Benjamin?
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1. How does Judah describe why he should remain a slave in Egypt? What assumptions is
he making about Joseph?

2. Verse 33: Parse .
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