
 Google Search Parameters 
 

 
 
General Rules of Thumb 
  
  

●​ Avoid typing a full, grammatically correct, and punctuated sentence. Words like the, a, 
and  should be avoided as well as suffixes like birds or computers. 

  
Don’t search : The big brown fox jumped over the lazy dog 

  
  

Do search : Big brown fox jumped over lazy dog 
  

●​ Searching is cap insensitive so all of the following will return the same results even in 
quotations. 

  
●​ technology 
●​ Technology 
●​ TECHNOLOGY 
●​ “technology” 
●​ “Technology” 

  
  
  
Operators 
  

●​ Operator capitalization does matter 
  

  
●​ Include words from your search :  this includes the word and by adding a + or AND 

before it. 
  
Example : bagel + cream cheese 

  
  

●​ Exclude words from your search : Put  -  in front of a word you want to leave out. 
  
For example,  Bill -Gates 
  
  

●​ Wild Card: Use the asterix  *  to match 

https://www.google.com/search?q=bagel+%2B+cream+cheese&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsaq_13NszIZoNUbOTcRv1b7dp_Rmw%3A1664807748185&ei=RPM6Y47pCrHC9AP0sZW4Bg&ved=0ahUKEwiOm8yTpMT6AhUxIX0KHfRYBWcQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=bagel+%2B+cream+cheese&gs_lp=ugYGCAEQARgJugYGCAIQARgIEgdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMgYQABgeGAcyBhAAGB4YBzIGEAAYHhgHMgYQABgeGAcyBhAAGB4YBzIGEAAYHhgHMgYQABgeGAcyBhAAGB4YBzIGEAAYHhgHMgYQABgeGAfCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgIHEAAYsAMYQ8ICDhAAGOQCGNYEGLAD2AEBwgINEC4YyAMYsAMYQ9gBAsICExAuGMcBGK8BGMgDGLADGEPYAQLCAgoQLhixAxiDARhDwgIFEAAYgASQBhNI_glQlgVYzQdwAXgByAEAkAEAmAFOoAGZAaoBATLiAwQgQRgA4gMEIEYYAYgGAQ&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=Bill+-Gates&num=100&hl=en&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsYXnvsUwIXHHhqtKSiFFjV0RtW9jw%3A1664810922515&ei=qv86Y8mBH_PdptQPme2r-A4&ved=0ahUKEwjJ_p39r8T6AhXzrokEHZn2Cu8Q4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=Bill+-Gates&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBwgIEECMYJ8ICBBAAGEPCAgQQLhhDwgIKEC4YxwEY0QMYQ8ICCBAuGLEDGIMBwgIKEC4YsQMYgwEYQ8ICCBAAGLEDGIMBwgIQEC4YgAQYhwIYsQMY1AIYFMICCxAuGIAEGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgUQABiABMICBhAAGB4YFkiaH1AAWJcYcAB4AcgBAJABAJgBqAGgAagHqgEDNi404gMEIEEYAOIDBCBGGACIBgE&sclient=gws-wiz


  
Example : Bill * Microsoft 
  
  

●​ Search for an exact match : Put a word or phrase inside quotes. 
  
For example, "Chef's IT Compendium" 
  
  

●​ Search for a word in the Title:  Type intitle: and have a phrase after it. 
  

Example: intitle:PowerShell 
  
  

●​ Search with a word in the URL: 
  

Example : manual inurl:Dell 
  

  
●​ To include synonyms with the Tilde key :​~   

  
Example:  Graphics card ~GPU ~Graphics processor 
  
  

●​ Combine searches : Put OR between each search query. 
  
For example: race OR marathon near me 
  

  
●​ Search social media : Put @ in front of a word to search social media. 

  
For example: @twitter #Powershell 

  
  

●​ Search hashtags : Put # in front of a word. 
  
For example: #PowerShell 
  

●​ File type :   Use filetype:pdf or any file extension you wish to search for. 

  

Example : windows server 2019 manual filetype:pdf 
  
  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Bill+*+Microsoft&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&sxsrf=ALiCzsYjCnL6MCV41IC9rg_HuplMpbrigQ%3A1664808799036&ei=X_c6Y-nqAffgkPIPjKi3wAc&ved=0ahUKEwiplteIqMT6AhV3MEQIHQzUDXgQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=Bill+*+Microsoft&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMgYQABgeGBYyBhAAGB4YFjIGEAAYHhgWMgYQABgeGBYyBhAAGB4YFjIGEAAYHhgWMgYQABgeGBYyBhAAGB4YFjIGEAAYHhgWMgYQABgeGBbCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgIJEAAYHhjJAxgWwgIIEAAYHhgWGAqQBghI9g9QxQNYig9wAXgByAEAkAEAmAFvoAHPBaoBAzguMeIDBCBBGADiAwQgRhgAiAYB&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=%22Chef%27s+IT+Compendium%22&num=100&hl=en&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsZXI_Rm5nA54I-yN-y38idkxHmkkw%3A1664812201113&ei=qQQ7Y-GlBoCrptQP2_iJwAw&ved=0ahUKEwihnvXetMT6AhWAlYkEHVt8AsgQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=%22Chef%27s+IT+Compendium%22&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMggQIRjDBBigATIIECEYwwQYoAHCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgIGEAAYHhgHwgIFEAAYgATCAgsQLhiABBjHARivAcICCBAAGIAEGLEDwgIIEC4YgAQYsQPCAgsQLhiABBixAxjUAsICCBAAGB4YBxgKwgILEC4YgAQYxwEY0QPCAgUQLhiABMICBBAAGB7CAgsQLhiABBixAxiDAcICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYxwEYrwEY1ALCAg4QLhixAxiDARjHARivAcICBhAAGB4YD8ICBhAAGB4YCMICCBAAGB4YDxgIwgIIEAAYHhgIGAfCAgoQABgeGA8YCBgHwgIFEAAYhgPCAgUQIRigAcICBRAhGKsCwgIKECEYwwQYChigAZAGBEjtR1CvAVjuRHAFeAHIAQCQAQCYAbABoAHrEqoBBDE0LjniAwQgQRgA4gMEIEYYAIgGAQ&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=intitle%3APowerShell&sxsrf=ALiCzsanJXD-mimdtB-g-hEdAO4eOOf-Nw%3A1664812279736&ei=9wQ7Y_LELMPE9APH7KfQCw&ved=0ahUKEwiynLSEtcT6AhVDIn0KHUf2CboQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=intitle%3APowerShell&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBwgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICBBAjGCfCAgQQABgDkAYISPwmUNwDWKsjcAN4AcgBAJABAJgBXKABqAmqAQIxN-IDBCBBGADiAwQgRhgAiAYB&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=manual+inurl%3ADell&sxsrf=ALiCzsZvP91uoBdEKx2e6KBwWanScXrPFQ%3A1664812810620&ei=Cgc7Y_W_JavG0PEPx622-AE&ved=0ahUKEwj17MaBt8T6AhUrIzQIHceWDR8Q4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=manual+inurl%3ADell&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBwgIEEAAYR5AGCEiDB1BkWKAFcAB4AsgBAJABAJgBWqABnQKqAQE04gMEIEEYAOIDBCBGGACIBgE&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=Graphics+card+%7EGPU+%7EGraphics+processor&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsbgcZ-oEM8aszV7FeEBRIqccVQ_4Q%3A1664806802690&ei=ku86Y6i-KbTI9APi7ZTQDA&ved=0ahUKEwioz9_QoMT6AhU0JH0KHeI2BcoQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=Graphics+card+%7EGPU+%7EGraphics+processor&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKsCMgUQIRirAjIIECEYHhgWGB3CAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgIEECMYJ8ICBhAAGB4YFsICCRAAGB4YyQMYFsICBRAAGIAEwgIFEAAYkQLCAgsQABixAxiDARiRAsICCBAAGLEDGJECwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgoQABiABBiHAhgUwgIIEAAYHhgPGBbCAgYQABgeGAfCAgQQABgewgIKECEYHhgPGBYYHcICBxAhGKABGAqQBgZIht0BULcwWLfaAXAGeAHIAQCQAQCYAZsBoAHhG6oBBTI3LjEx4gMEIEEYAOIDBCBGGACIBgE&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=race+OR+marathon+near+me&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsbLRq6sbXuv5dq-BNaQVlcDg_jxTQ%3A1664814582021&ei=9g07Y89ig56m1A_p6ILwAQ&ved=0ahUKEwjPtZzOvcT6AhUDj4kEHWm0AB4Q4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=race+OR+marathon+near+me&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMgQQIxgnwgIEEAAYR8ICBxAAGB4YogTCAgUQABiiBMICBhAAGB4YCMICBRAAGIYDkAYISIYhUPgBWKYfcAB4AsgBAJABAJgBZ6AB_gKqAQMzLjHiAwQgQRgA4gMEIEYYAIgGAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&dlnr=1&sei=-w07Y6OcJPnIptQPo_y9mA8
https://www.google.com/search?q=%40twitter+%23Powershell&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsaxkKwz-rTgbC89tHKMXP-JTYoIVA%3A1664806641685&ei=8e46Y8utKd2v0PEP26Se2AY&ved=0ahUKEwiL6vyDoMT6AhXdFzQIHVuSB2sQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=%40twitter+%23Powershell&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMgQQABgeMgYQABgeGAgyBhAAGB4YCDIGEAAYHhgIMgYQABgeGAjCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADkAYISM4jUPobWPobcAN4AcgBAJABAJgBVqABVqoBATHiAwQgQRgA4gMEIEYYAIgGAQ&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=%23Powershell&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsZT8Y7gyns_qZpjMrXAzoMKU1MxTg%3A1664806193914&ei=Me06Y9S2N4OD0PEP88CrqAk&ved=0ahUKEwiUk7uunsT6AhWDATQIHXPgCpUQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=%23Powershell&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgQQABgewgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICCBAAGIAEGLEDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABixAxiDAcICBBAAGAPCAggQLhixAxiDAcICCBAuGIAEGNQCwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEY1ALCAgYQABgeGArCAgUQLhiABMICCxAuGIAEGMcBGK8BwgICECbCAgcQABgeGMkDwgIFEAAYkgOQBghI850YUKuFGFj9mxhwAXgByAEAkAEBmAF0oAG3CaoBBDEyLjHiAwQgQRgA4gMEIEYYAIgGAQ&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=windows+server+2019+manual+filetype%3Apdf&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&oq=windows+server+2019+manual+filetype%3Apdf&aqs=chrome..69i57.1004j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


●​ Search for a price : Put $ in front of a number. 
  
For example: Graphics card $500 
  
  

●​ Search within a range of numbers : Put .. between two numbers. This can also be 
done for any number in general with the #123..#456. 

  
For example: Graphics card $300..$500 or motherboard B #650..#670 
  

  
●​ Search a specific site : Put "site:" in front of a site or domain. 

  
For example, site:tenforums.com/ #Powershell 
  

  
●​ Search for related sites : Put "related:" in front of a web address you already know. 

  
For example: related:google.com 
  
  

●​ Search for a Blog : To search for a blog type blog:Category 
  

Example : blogurl:PowerShell 
  

  
  

●​ You can get too fancy too fast and google will make sure your still a person occasionally.  
;) 

  
  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Graphics+card+%24500&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsZxTHxR3oiCtDN2RGa8vuryJZFP6w%3A1664807447362&ei=F_I6Y-vXFauqptQPyI298Ao&ved=0ahUKEwirv5OEo8T6AhUrlYkEHchGD64Q4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=Graphics+card+%24500&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMgYQABgeGAcyBhAAGB4YBzIGEAAYHhgHMgYQABgeGAcyCBAAGB4YDxgHMggQABgeGA8YBzIIEAAYHhgPGAcyBBAAGB4yBBAAGB4yBBAAGB7CAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgIFEAAYogTCAgQQIxgnwgIIEAAYHhgIGAfCAgUQABiGA5AGCEjfClD6A1i4CHABeAHIAQCQAQCYAUSgAYsDqgEBNuIDBCBBGADiAwQgRhgAiAYB&sclient=gws-wiz&google_abuse=GOOGLE_ABUSE_EXEMPTION%3DID%3Df9cb30566aca91e6:TM%3D1664807619:C%3Dr:IP%3D74.219.149.242-:S%3Dl3cLBXJA2-kRD4LczYMMMQs%3B+path%3D/%3B+domain%3Dgoogle.com%3B+expires%3DMon,+03-Oct-2022+17:33:39+GMT
https://www.google.com/search?q=Graphics+card+%24300..%24500&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsZo2SM0-uqOmUnZm94YcDyUEQWEPw%3A1664807443904&ei=E_I6Y8DcNvKhptQPtcC4gAY&ved=0ahUKEwiAssCCo8T6AhXykIkEHTUgDmAQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=Graphics+card+%24300..%24500&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMgUQABiiBDIHEAAYHhiiBMICChAAGEcY1gQYsAOQBgZIqg5QjgVYzgZwAXgByAEAkAEAmAF7oAHbAaoBAzEuMeIDBCBBGADiAwQgRhgAiAYB&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=motherboard+B+%23650..%23670&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsasSwQFTn-cwTcuSb9qjDMxk1LM8Q%3A1664813428954&ei=dAk7Y57sOaqB0PEPrZ-ZqAs&ved=0ahUKEwie9rKoucT6AhWqADQIHa1PBrUQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=motherboard+B+%23650..%23670&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBMgUQIRigAcICDRAAGEcY1gQYsAMYyQPCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADkAYISNYOUIoEWJoMcAF4AcgBAJABAJgBeaABlwOqAQMzLjHiAwQgQRgA4gMEIEYYAIgGAQ&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=site%3Atenforums.com%2F+%23Powershell&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsYDipQ134jX_9lW_MweZGWwHkDQeA%3A1664808344305&ei=mPU6Y-2hEvbh0PEPxtae-Ak&ved=0ahUKEwjtzeyvpsT6AhX2MDQIHUarB58Q4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=site%3Atenforums.com%2F+%23Powershell&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBSNwUUO0DWOURcAF4AMgBAJABAJgBWaABqQaqAQIxMuIDBCBBGAHiAwQgRhgAiAYB&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=related%3Agoogle.com&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1003US1003&biw=1885&bih=1060&sxsrf=ALiCzsatbi5TPBk2kIt9L6YGSCMWHRYWUg%3A1664808371922&ei=s_U6Y7LwN8bg0PEPsfGD2As&ved=0ahUKEwjylYK9psT6AhVGMDQIHbH4ALsQ4dUDCA4&oq=related%3Agoogle.com&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAEM-AEBSLFRUKMEWMAQcAF4AMgBAJABAJgBTaABkwaqAQIxMuIDBCBBGAHiAwQgRhgAiAYB&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=blogurl%3APowerShell&sxsrf=ALiCzsYCXI3YQumDZfdmZ9Lmhx2d3v6vzQ%3A1664813687880&ei=dwo7Y9y4NbHH9AP90anADA&ved=0ahUKEwic0O6jusT6AhWxI30KHf1oCsgQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=blogurl%3APowerShell&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6uAED-AEBSPsUUNwDWIcTcAF4AMgBAJABAJgBX6AB0wWqAQIxMOIDBCBBGAHiAwQgRhgAiAYB&sclient=gws-wiz


 
  

  
Links: 

  

  
Refine web searches : 
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/2466433?hl=en&ref_topic=3081620 

  
Do an Advanced Search on Google : 
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/35890?hl=en&ref_topic=3081620 

  
Google Search Operators: The Complete List (42 Advanced Operators) : 

https://ahrefs.com/blog/googleadvanced-search-operators/ 

 

https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/2466433?hl=en&ref_topic=3081620
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/2466433?hl=en&ref_topic=3081620
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/35890?hl=en&ref_topic=3081620
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/35890?hl=en&ref_topic=3081620
https://ahrefs.com/blog/googleadvanced-search-operators/
https://ahrefs.com/blog/googleadvanced-search-operators/

