
 

 

 

         

L3 Foundation Diploma in Art & Design​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Level 3 Grading Grid   

Descriptor  Refer Pass  Merit  Distinction   

Context. 
Understanding and 
application of subject 
knowledge, and underlying 
principles   

Insufficient understanding of 
subject knowledge and 
underlying principles. 

Context lacks clarity in aims 
and purpose. 

Relevant and satisfactory 
understanding of subject context is used 
appropriately to make judgments, 
articulate aims and clarify purpose. 

Relevant and good understanding of 
subject context is used appropriately 
to make judgments, articulate aims 
and clarify purpose. 

Relevant and excellent understanding 
of subject context is used appropriately 
to make judgments, articulate aims and 
clarify purpose. 

Research.  
Identification and 
investigation of varied 
primary and secondary 
visual, academic, ethical 
and cultural sources    

Insufficient evidence 
presented of how research is 
used to inform and develop 
ideas. 

Relevant information has been gathered, 
documented and used in the 
development of ideas to a satisfactory 
standard. 

Relevant information has been 
gathered, documented and used in 
the development of ideas and is of a 
good standard. 
 

Relevant information has been 
gathered, documented and used in the 
development of ideas, and is of an 
excellent standard. 
 

Development of  
Creative Practice. 
Skills to enable the 
realisation of ideas, 
appropriate to creative 
practice.  
 

Insufficient skills 
development and processes 
are explored or demonstrated. 
 

Judgement and execution of 
techniques is poor and fails to 
communicate creative 
practice. 

Relevant processes, skills and 
knowledge are applied to develop and 
realise ideas, showing a satisfactory 
command of varied techniques. 

 

Relevant processes, skills and 
knowledge are applied to develop 
and realise ideas, showing a good 
command of varied techniques. 

 

Relevant processes, skills and 
knowledge are applied to develop and 
realise ideas, showing an excellent 
command of varied techniques. 

 
 

Problem Solving.   
Solve problems and adapt 
to unforeseen challenges 
in the realisation of 
creative practice. 

Insufficient engagement with 
seeking alternative 
approaches to solving 
problems. 
Insufficient evidence of testing 
and impact. 

Relevant and satisfactory 
understanding and exploration of 
alternative ideas and processes to 
identify and resolve practical and 
theoretical problems within creative 
practice. 

Relevant and good understanding 
and exploration of alternative ideas 
and processes to identify and 
resolve practical and theoretical 
problems within creative practice. 

Relevant and excellent understanding 
and exploration of alternative ideas and 
processes to identify and resolve 
practical and theoretical problems 
within creative practice. 



Planning, progress 
and production. 
Management of own 
learning and progress 
through active reflection, 
negotiation, planning,  
self-direction, subject 
engagement and 
commitment.  

Insufficient purpose or active 
reflection and planning.  
Insufficient self-direction, 
subject engagement and 
evaluation against aims.  
  

Satisfactory application of relevant, 
meaningful and active planning and 
reflection, against aims.   
Satisfactory evidence of  
self-direction, subject engagement and 
commitment to the task or tasks.  

Good application of relevant, 
meaningful and active planning and 
reflection, against aims.   
Good evidence of self-direction, 
subject engagement and commitment 
to the task or tasks.  

Excellent application of relevant, 
meaningful and active planning and 
reflection, against aims.   
Excellent evidence of self-direction, 
subject engagement and commitment to 
the task or tasks.  

Evaluation and 
Reflection.  
Taking active 
responsibility for own 
learning, development and 
decision making using 
critically evaluative and 
reflective skills.   
 

Insufficient evidence of 
ongoing and summative critical 
reflection and evaluation used 
to develop ideas and practice, 
and reflect on decision making  

A satisfactory standard of relevant and 
valid, ongoing and summative critical 
reflection and evaluation informs learning, 
and communicates decision making and 
the development of ideas.  
Realistic evaluation of own practice used 
effectively to identify and communicate 
progress to a satisfactory standard.  
 

A good standard of relevant and 
valid, ongoing and summative critical 
reflection and evaluation informs 
learning, and communicates decision 
making and the development of 
ideas.  
Realistic evaluation of own practice 
used effectively to identify and 
communicate progress to a good 
standard.  

An excellent standard of relevant and 
valid, ongoing and summative critical 
reflection and evaluation informs 
learning, and communicates decision 
making and the development of ideas.  
 
Realistic evaluation of own practice 
used effectively to identify and 
communicate progress to an excellent 
standard.  

Communicating and 
Presenting a 
Creative practice.  
Communicating and 
presenting a creative, 
individual or collaborative 
personal practice. 

Insufficient or ineffective 
communication and 
presentation of ideas.  

Satisfactory evidence of relevant and 
effective communication, with sufficient 
clarity, organisation and consistency in 
presenting ideas appropriate to the 
intended audience.  

Good evidence of relevant and 
effective communication, with 
sufficient clarity, organisation and 
consistency in presenting ideas 
appropriate to the intended audience.  

Excellent evidence of relevant and 
effective communication, with sufficient 
clarity, organisation and consistency in 
presenting ideas appropriate to the 
intended audience.  
  

 
 


