WeeRly Bullecin Innserc
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 20th, 2026
Prelude Everything I have is yours George Shearing, arr.
Opening Hymn Al things bright and beantiful Hymnal #405
Collect of the Day
Celebrant  God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray together.
All Grant us, Lord, your vision of a renewed earth in which heaven comes to rest; and even

now, while we too often despair of healing and wholeness, to hold fast to your promise and commit
again to active hope; through Jesus Christ the Wisdom of Creation, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Reading Jonah 3:10-4:11

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this was very
displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said
while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing,
And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.”” And the Lord said,
“Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. The Lord
God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a
worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the
sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for
me to die than to live.”” But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not
labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Pegple  Thanks be to God.

The Psalm read responsively by half-verse (marked by ) Psalm 145:1-8

1 I will exalt you, O holy God, *
and bless your Name for ever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless you *
and praise your Name for ever and ever.

3 Great are you, O God, and greatly to be praised; *
there is no end to your greatness.

4 One generation shall praise your works to another *

and shall declare your power.



5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
and all your marvelous works.

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *
and I will tell of your greatness.

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *
they shall sing of your righteous deeds.

8 You are gracious and full of compassion, *

slow to anger and of great kindness.

The Second Reading Philippians 1:21-30

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do
not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for
that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know
that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy
of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that
you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And
this is God's doing, For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of
suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still
have.

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Deep river LEVAS #8
The Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

All Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, ““The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for
his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, “You also go
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around;
and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’
He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first” When
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received
it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to
you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon Rev. William Messenger, Editor-in Chief, Theology of Work Project
www.theologyofwork.org

Offertory Anthem Every time I feel the spirit William L. Dawson, arr.
Communion Anthem Tantum ergo Maurice Duruflé
Closing Hymn I sing the almighty power of God Hymnal #398
Postlude Nimrod Edward Elgar
This Week We Pray For:

The Anglican cycle of prayer: The Anglican Church of Australia

The Diocesan cycle of prayer: Churches of the North Shore Deanery: St. Peter’s Church, Beverly; St. John’s
Church, Beverly Farms; All Saints Episcopal Church of the North Shore, Danvers; St. John’s Church,
Gloucester; Essex County Community Organization (ECCO)

St. Paul’s Ministries: Chalice Bearers
Those in the ordination process: Julie, Elliott, & Jay
Those celebrating birthdays: Glen S., Randy G., Jim B., Emily L., Jane M., John S.

The Parish Prayer List: Ed, Kai, Joe, John, Margaret Wilhelm, Mary Vu, Nancy, Olivia, Rich, Walter, Fredy,
Carter, Tammy, Elizabeth Cook, Dominic S., Jack C.; Elliott Black, Mimi Black, and their family; Michael and
Julie R.; Mack McGill; Jim and Kay Bass; Lorraine; Maverick; Al; Fronda, Maria, 12-Step Groups; and all who
are suffering from natural disasters. We pray for right stewardship of God’s creation.

Those who have died: We pray for all who have died, especially for Alice Gollnick and Ben Pope.

Serving chis Sunday

Preacher The Rev. William Messenger | Altar Guild Maryann Kurkjian (8:00 am)
Celebrant The Rev. Dr. Won-Jae Hur Hanna Bae and John Ferguson (10:00 am)
Assisting Clergy The Rev. Alden Fossett | Altar Flowers Sarah Minucci
Director of Music Dr. Andrew E. Clarkson | Lectors George Coggeshall, Tom Daniel, and Amy Giesecke
Tech Verger Kirubhaharan | Chalice Bearers Andrea Brue and Elisabeth Choi
Verger Kendall Gray | Healing Ministers Janet Rankin and Kay Barned-Smith
Server John Ferguson | Offering Counters Members of the Vestry
Crucifer Isabelle Tanis | Greeters Members of the Greeting Ministry
Torchbearers Mary Garrett and Sage Garrett | Coffee Hour Host Jim and Clara Batchelor

Coffee Hour Helper Chris Dulla

WeeRly ANNOUNCEMENTS
September 20, 2026

Please check our website StPaulsBrookline.org for all Events

Welcome Newcomers!

Thank you for visiting St. Paul's! We are blessed by your presence. We'd love to get to know you
and support you on your journey. To help us do so, please fill out a newcomer card found at the
entrance tables or in the pew hymnals, or scan the QR code to complete the form online.

Regular Number of Readings for Worship from September 20
With the return of the program year on Sept. 20, we are returning to the customary number of readings in
worship, which includes one lesson from the Hebrew Bible and an additional one from the New Testament.



http://stpaulsbrookline.org

Sunday, September 20: Start of St. Paul’s Program Year

St. Paul’s ministries resume in full on September 20:
Church School is Back on Sept 20 at 9am! Join us beginning Sunday, September 20 at 9:00 a.m. for a
new season of learning, growing, and connecting in faith together. Reach out to Elliott for more info.
Children’s Choir Starting Sunday, September 20 Following our break for the summer, Children’s
Choir starts up again on Sunday, September 20. Rehearsal will be from 11:45am to 12:15pm in the choir
room.
Adult Education Resumes We've updated our Events page and Faith Formation page on the website
with programs for the 2026 - 2027 year. Please check them out to save dates for life-giving, impactful
formational gatherings that will nurture and strengthen your faith and service!

Nursery Care is Available on Sundays 9:45am - 11:30am

Free, professional nursery care is available every Sunday during the 10:00 a.m. service, providing a welcoming
and caring space for our youngest members. Kids aged approx. 1-6 are welcome in the nursery, which is led by
two trained, professional caretakers. No advance registration is required. For more info, reach out to Elliott.

Wrap-up Conversation: Imagining Heaven (and Hell) - Sunday, September 27, 9am (Lich. Room

It was great to have so many folks participate in the three sessions this summer focused on works by three
authors, JRR Tolkien, CS Lewis and Charles Williams, that imagine the afterlife in very different ways. Because
of the lively conversations that we had about each book, we have scheduled a wrap-up session on Sunday,
September 27, at 9:00 AM to talk about any or all the stories/books: Leaf by Niggle a short story by JRR
Tolkien, The Great Divorce by CS Lewis and Descent into Hell by Charles Williams. Please come if you want one
more opportunity to talk about any one of these stories!

Sunday, September 27 - Thanksgiving Party with Deacon Pat Zifcak, following the 10 am Service
Please save the date for our parish party in celebration of Pat’s ministry on Sunday, September 27. We will
gather in the Great Hall after the 10 am service to thank Pat for her wonderful ministry at St.

Paul’s and to celebrate her retirement. We are also making a collection to thank Pat for her [m] 24k E_!-
many years of service and care for our church community. If you would like to make a gift g
donation, you can go to https://onrealm.org/StPaulsHC/give/Pat OR scan the QR code to (=]

the right. We will collect donations until September 27.

AT Sign up for Coffee Hour!
5 *'%Ed«* ' We need volunteers to help host Coffee Hour - please use the electronic sign-up sheet by
: ;%él: scanning the QR code, or sign up on our paper sign-up sheet on Sunday! Reach out to Ben

T Norton, Amy Giescke, or Jeanne and Dave Lockner with any questions.
Pastoral Care at St. Paul’s
The Pastoral Care Team at St. Paul’s meets monthly to pray for parishioners in need, for the people in the
Community Prayer Book (by the Aspinwall Avenue entrance), and to coordinate pastoral and Eucharistic visits
(taking Holy Communion to people who are ill). If you would like to receive a pastoral call, please contact the
Parish Office, and one of our team members will contact you promptly. You can also fill out the Pastoral Care

Request form online at https://www.stpaulsbrookline.org/pastoral-care-request

Compline Night Prayer (Online)--Every Wednesday at SPM
Please use Link to access the Google Meet: https://meet.google.com/nuv-ozbn-tkt Compline service bulletin
can be found on the St. Paul’s website: https://www.stpaulsbrookline.org/sunday-services

Upcoming Important Dates at St. Paul’s!

Sunday Forum, Sep. 20, 11:50am: HVAC and Sustainability at St. Paul’s - Honoring the Past and Future
Sunday Forum, October 4, 11:50am: Partakers College Behind Bars Mentoring Program

Retreat Days 2026 - 2027: October 17, January 16 April 17 - 9 am - 12 pm



https://onrealm.org/StPaulsEC/give/Pat
https://www.stpaulsbrookline.org/pastoral-care-request
https://meet.google.com/nuv-ozbn-tkt
https://www.stpaulsbrookline.org/sunday-services
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Words: Traditional. Music: Negro Spiritual; arr. Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from The Haywood Collection of Negro Spirituals.
Copyright © 1992 Carl Haywood.



