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Minimum Controllable Airspeed 

Lesson Objective 

The student will learn how to fly the glider on the cusp of a stall -- without allowing the 
glider to actually stall. If performed correctly, the glider will show many or all of the six 
signs of a stall. Also, the student will be expected to perform shallow-banked turns while flying in Minimum 
Controllable Airspeed (MCA). 

Regulatory Requirement 

●​ §61.87(i)(8) 
●​ Private Pilot Practical Test Standard V-A 
●​ Private Pilot Practical Test Standard IX-A 

Content 

●​ Performance of the glider at MCA in level flight and turns. 
●​ Performance of the glider at MCA without causing the aircraft to stall. 
●​ Performance of the glider at MCA while showing the six signs of a stall (without stalling). 

Completion Standards 

The student must be able to perform 
●​ Appropriate clearing turns before the maneuver 
●​ MCA in level flight and turns 

Simulator Practice 

Complete lessons as detailed in the Condor Lesson Plans 
●​ 1c Slow Flight 

Homework for Pre-Solo 

●​ “Glider Flight Training Manual” by Thomas Knauff pages 81-86 
○​ Memory Items: Six signs of impending stall page 70 

Homework for Solo to Private 

●​ Glider Flying Handbook, page 7-32, "Signs of an impending stall will include..." 
●​ Glider Flying Handbook, page 7-31 Maneuvering at Minimum Controllable Airspeed 

 
Further Reading 

●​ CFIG Lesson Plan Notes  
 

Next Lesson: 3e -- Turns to Heading 
Previous Lesson: 3c -- Traffic Pattern 
Return to Training Syllabus 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=e1587317350c958cb2d1905a1403be10;rgn=div5;view=text;node=14%3A2.0.1.1.2;idno=14;cc=ecfr#14:2.0.1.1.2.3.1.4
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_standards/media/FAA-S-8081-22.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_standards/media/FAA-S-8081-22.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14pf-B4Ph5DK173EvQ4cCouGXvW2Us42EFOl8Izmb0aw/edit
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/glider_handbook/media/faa-h-8083-13a.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/glider_handbook/media/faa-h-8083-13a.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0ByBqd6kLFeq5RlhvY3ozcWRBV3c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lrXsMCEc0a9KyBL5fPJAuKSvE4KT6-VYwNfvDxXd69I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wHDdgqb_1Mf496W-2181sm1jMMmeeZOhC5aUibmufjY/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/site/soaringclubofhouston/learn-to-fly/training-1/getting-started/syllabus
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