
The 13th Expedition: Roslien Woodlands 
 
Welcome to your new role as part of The Driftless Reach. 
We look forward to your reports–your observations and analysis, perhaps recommendations. 
Your mission has two parts. 
 
Part 1. Using the map provided here, please move through the Roslien Woodlands zone of the 
Luther College campus for 60-90 minutes.  
To assist you in Part 1, The CEPE will have a van available to drive expeditioners to/from the 
Roslien Woodlands trailhead on the following: 
Thursday, April 3, 11am-2pm 
Monday, April 7, 11am-2pm 
Tuesday, April 8, 11am-2pm 
Van will pickup/dropoff in the parking lot by SamHoff greenhouse and the Roslien Woodlands 
trailhead. 
**You are also free to visit Roslien Woodlands on your own time.  You can take a hike there 
(~20-25 minutes), or there is parking at the entrance.  Luther’s natural areas are open to 
exploration by students and community members. 
 
As you move through Roslien Woodlands, use the provided Observation Guide to make field 
notes. You are in science mode for this. Words are useful, sketches may be too. 
After your exploration of Roslien Woodlands, The Driftless Reach requires that you conduct a 
self-check for the presence of wood ticks and/or deer ticks. While you are encouraged to deepen 
your ecological connections and thought, you are discouraged from embracing a new 
relationship with disease-transmitting parasites who may attempt to cozy up to you, even to get 
inside of your skin and turn you into something other than an effective expeditioner. 
 
Part 2. Convene with fellow expeditioners at Olin 214 (normally the HQ of The CEPE, but 
currently also housing The Driftless Reach) on Wednesday, April 9, 5-6pm.  
In Part 2, you will share observations and workshop with others on how science mode 
observations and analyses could inspire ecological narratives, including weird fiction like that by 
Jeff VanderMeer. 
 
The 13th Expedition will have been a complete success when you: 
 
Have forged a deeper and explorative local connection outdoors. 
Have observed other beings and objects and meshes beyond your ego. 
Have observed how you and your ego respond to observing other beings and objects outdoors. 
Have experimented with transdisciplinary imagination and creativity. 
Have a theory for The Driftless Reach on what really happened at that gravesite and sinkhole. 



 
The 13th Expedition: Observation Guide 
 
 
In the stopping points identified on the Map, activate each sense as you’re able to do so. 
​ What do you see? 
​ What do you feel, tactilely? 
​ What do you taste? 
​ What do you smell? 
​ What do you hear? 
 
Traces. What has been here or happened here in the past? What evidence do you use to form 
these hypotheses or conclusions? 
 
Temporalities. What is really new here? What is from within the last century? What is so old that 
the timeframe exceeds your capacities to grasp it? 
 
What is dead here? What lives here? What is neither dead nor alive here? 
 
Feel and think your permeability. What are things that pass through you? What are things that 
you pass through? 
 
Imagine how one thing here experiences being in this place–but do this without 
anthropomorphizing the thing. Like, how does a block of tofu experience swimming in liquid 
inside a plastic container in the fridge of a Trader Joe’s?   
​

 



Maps: 

 



 


