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Healthcare in Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C., stands as a national center for patient care and medical research, hosting a total of 16 medical centers
and hospitals within its boundaries. The city's healthcare landscape is characterized by a mix of public, private for-profit,
and private non-profit hospitals, offering a wide range of services to the public, military personnel, their families, and
veterans.

Challenges and Disparities

Despite the abundance of healthcare facilities, significant challenges persist, particularly in access to healthcare among
Black residents. Approximately 49% of Black D.C. residents live in medically underserved areas, facing more challenges
with healthcare access compared to those in Maryland and Virginia. This disparity is part of a broader issue, with 27% of

D.C.’s overall population living in medically underserved areas.

Efforts to improve healthcare access have included expanding health-care options to uninsured residents and
commissioning studies to prescribe solutions. Notably, the District enabled 911 operators to divert callers seeking medical
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help to a registered nurse, helping to make telehealth appointments or arrange clinic visits.

Educational and Research Institutions

The city is also home to several medical schools and associated teaching hospitals, contributing to its reputation as a
center for medical education and research. These include:

- The George Washington University Medical Center: Treated President Reagan in 1981 after a failed assassination
attempt.

- Georgetown University Hospital: Home to the Lombardi Cancer Center.

Public Health Initiatives

Washington, D.C., has launched various public health initiatives to address disparities, including efforts to combat HIV.
Despite being a national leader in HIV prevention, the city has faced challenges in reducing the disease's impact among
Black residents.

Top Hospitals in the Washington, D.C. Metro Area

Washington, D.C., is home to several highly regarded hospitals, offering a wide range of medical services and specialties.
Based on the latest rankings by U.S. News & World Report, here are some of the top-rated hospitals in the Washington,
D.C. area:

1. Inova Fairfax Hospital

- Location: Falls Church, VA

- Rankings: Nationally ranked in 1 adult specialty and 1 pediatric specialty. High performing in 3 specialties and 17
procedures/conditions.

- Notable: It is the 1 hospital in the Washington, D.C. area and is recognized for its excellence in obstetrics and
gynecology, among other specialties.

2. MedStar Washington Hospital Center

- Location: Washington, D.C.

- Rankings: Nationally ranked in 1 adult specialty. High performing in 2 specialties and 15 procedures/conditions.

- Notable: Ranked as the 2 hospital in the D.C. area, it is particularly recognized for its cardiology, heart, and vascular
surgery services.

3. MedStar Georgetown University Hospital
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- Location: Washington, D.C.

- Rankings: High performing in 5 specialties and 11 procedures/conditions.

- Notable: Known for its comprehensive cancer center recognized by the National Cancer Institute.

4. Virginia Hospital Center

- Location: Arlington, VA

- Rankings: High performing in 2 specialties and 12 procedures/conditions.

- Notable: It stands out for its services in the Washington, D.C. area, offering quality care across various specialties.

5. George Washington University Hospital

- Location: Washington, D.C.

- Rankings: High performing in 2 specialties and 11 procedures/conditions.

- Notable: This hospital is recognized for its lung cancer surgery, heart attack, and heart failure treatments.

6. Mary Washington Hospital

- Location: Fredericksburg, VA

- Rankings: High performing in 12 procedures/conditions.

- Notable: It shares the 5 rank in Washington, D.C., noted for its comprehensive care across multiple conditions.

7. Johns Hopkins Medicine-Sibley Memorial Hospital

- Location: Washington, D.C.

- Rankings: High performing in 1 specialty and 9 procedures/conditions.

- Notable: Part of the renowned Johns Hopkins health system, offering specialized care in various areas.

8. Inova Alexandria Hospital

- Location: Alexandria, VA

- Rankings: High performing in 9 procedures/conditions.

- Notable: Recognized for its high-quality care in several procedures and conditions.
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9. Inova Fair Oaks Hospital

- Location: Fairfax, VA

- Rankings: High performing in 1 specialty and 9 procedures/conditions.

- Notable: Known for its quality care in specialties and procedures.

10. Johns Hopkins Medicine-Suburban Hospital

- Location: Bethesda, MD

- Rankings: High performing in 2 specialties and 7 procedures/conditions.

- Notable: Offers specialized care, being part of the Johns Hopkins health system.

These hospitals are recognized for their excellence in various medical specialties and procedures, contributing
significantly to the healthcare landscape in Washington, D.C., and the surrounding areas.

Public Assistance Medical Programs in Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C., offers several public assistance medical programs aimed at providing healthcare services to
low-income, uninsured, and underserved residents. These programs are designed to ensure that all individuals have
access to necessary medical care, regardless of their financial situation. Here's an overview of the primary public
assistance medical programs available in the District of Columbia:

1. Medicaid

Overview: Medicaid is a comprehensive healthcare program that pays for medical services for eligible low-income and
disabled individuals. It covers a wide range of services, including doctor visits, hospitalization, eye care, dental services,

mental health services, and more.

Eligibility: Eligibility for Medicaid is based on income, family size, and other factors. It is available to individuals of any age,
race, or sex who meet the Medicaid eligibility requirements.

Services Covered: Medicaid covers a variety of services, such as:

- Doctor visits

- Hospitalization

- Eye care

- Dental services and related treatment
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- Emergency ambulance services

- Laboratory services

- Radiology

- Mental health services

- Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS)

- Transplants

How to Apply: Applications for Medicaid can be submitted at Income Maintenance Administration (IMA) Service Centers
located throughout D.C. Contact information and addresses for these centers are available on the DC Medicaid website.

2. DC Healthcare Alliance

Overview: The DC Healthcare Alliance Program is a local health program for D.C. residents who do not qualify for
Medicaid. It provides medical care services to low-income individuals and families who have no other insurance or are not
eligible for Medicaid.

Eligibility: Specific eligibility criteria for the DC Healthcare Alliance program are not detailed in the provided sources, but it
generally serves those who are not eligible for Medicaid and meet certain income and residency requirements.

Services Covered: While specific services covered by the DC Healthcare Alliance program are not detailed in the provided
sources, it typically includes primary care, prescription drugs, emergency services, and more.

How to Apply: Enrollment locations for the DC Healthcare Alliance program are spread across the city, including DC
General, Southwest Community Clinic, Hunt Place Clinic, and others.

3. DC Healthy Families

Overview: DC Healthy Families is a program that offers free health insurance to eligible children and their parents or
guardians living in D.C. It is designed to provide comprehensive healthcare coverage to families who may not have
access to affordable health insurance.

Eligibility and Services Covered: Specific eligibility criteria and services covered under the DC Healthy Families program
are not detailed in the provided sources, but it typically includes a wide range of healthcare services for children and
sometimes adults in low-income families.

Additional Resources and Assistance

- Consumer Assistance: The DC Office of the Health Care Ombudsman and Bill of Rights continues to provide assistance

to consumers with health insurance questions or problems, even though D.C.'s participation in the federal Consumer
Assistance Program grant has completed.
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- Medical Financial Assistance Program: For low-income, uninsured, and underserved patients who need help paying for
medical care, Kaiser Permanente's Medical Financial Assistance program offers temporary financial assistance or free
care.

These programs represent a significant part of the effort to ensure healthcare access for all residents of Washington, D.C.,
particularly those who are low-income, uninsured, or underserved. For more detailed information on eligibility, services
covered, and how to apply, residents are encouraged to contact the specific program offices directly.

Conclusion

Washington, D.C.'s healthcare system is marked by a rich array of medical services and research institutions. However,
the city faces ongoing challenges in ensuring equitable access to healthcare across all communities. Efforts to improve
access and address social determinants of health are crucial for overcoming these challenges and ensuring that all
residents can benefit from the city's healthcare resources.

Company Description

Brusco Vision is a boutique-style laser vision correction and refractive surgical facility in the Washington DC area
dedicated to one simple goal: helping you see better to live better.

Contact Details

Brusco Vision

3120 Fairview Park Dr Ste 100, Falls Church, VA 22042

(571) 755-2020

Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/bruscovision/washington-d-c

Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dPrWH8DHhBMYbFVLrONIHU2 bizMPV3 ?usp=drive_open
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