Pre-Study Notes for 1 Corinthians Chapter 7 Verses 10-16

WL AIE 7:10-16 F1EAR
1 Corinthians 7:10-16 NIV (1984)
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10 To the married | give this command (not |, but the Lord): A wife must not separate
from her husband.
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11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband.
And a husband must not divorce his wife.
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12 To the rest | say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer
and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her.
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13 And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her,
she must not divorce him.
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14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the

unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your

children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.
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15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in
such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.
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16 How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know,
husband, whether you will save your wife?
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Matthew 19:3-9 NIV (1984)
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Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce
his wife for any and every reason?”
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“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and
female,
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and said ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his
wife, and the two will become one flesh’?
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So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man
not separate.”
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“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of
divorce and send her away?”
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Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were
hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.
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“I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and
married another woman commits adultery.”
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“Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not
believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives”

Prestudy Notes
1 Corinthians 7:10-16:
1) Preliminary background and questions:
a. In Corinth, after some became Christians, they thought their non-believing
spouse was unclean, and they ought to divorce them
b. Can a believer marry a non-believer?
c. Inverse 10 and vs 12, Paul writes “not |, but the Lord,” and “I, not the Lord”

i. Nothing in the Bible is personal opinion. Here Paul believes he is
speaking the Lord’s viewpoint. Although he is not quoting Christ, he is
speaking from what he knows and how he has been moved by the Holy
Spirit

d. Bibleis not full of laws to look up and tell us what we can or cannot do

i. His Word already stated the truth of life — God'’s loving kind
commandment —we don’t look at is as obeying the law, without a desire
in our heart to please God (then obedience of the law has no value)
pleasing God is our desire — our willingness has to come back to what is
our attitude toward what God has already said

ii. If you ask “can” or “can’t do” this or that - you can do things that are
“okay” or “can do this” or “permitted” but if you don’t please God, it’s still
no good, and even grace, repentance, and turning back are not enough.

iii. What is real repentance? Not like wanting to go to the movies, repenting
first and then going to watch. Real repentance: standing from God'’s
viewpoint. That is repentance and turning back.

e. Vs. 10-16 you see God’s heart and what kind of God he is:
i. Marriage is a covenant and no joking matter

ii. Godis aloving God

2) Paul addresses 3 types of marriages and the question of divorce:
a. Marriage between 2 Christians
i. vs.10-11 - Two Christians must not divorce
1. Only death separates a married couple, otherwise just married to
one person — “no way out” ©
2. Jesus says in Matthew 19 a believing couple is together unless
there are exceptional circumstances (marital unfaithfulness)
a. Jesus is teaching that adultery breaks apart a marriage
b. Here, Paul does not contradict that —vs. 10 — 11 doesn’t
turn to left or right.



3.

vs. 10 says “to the married” — Paul is addressing Christian couples,
but it is actually good for non-Christians to follow this, too

ii. Marriage is not our decision, it’s from the Lord, and represents Christ and

his church
1. Wife cannot leave her husband, husband must not divorce his wife
2. This does not mean they will not argue, but they will show Christ
and his church in the process
3. Marriage is a covenant. God is a covenant giving God
4. For the already married, God wants us to have a testimony within

the marriage, resolve things

iii. Some people want to divorce. Don’t prevent them, but if they want to
remarry, can only remarry that same person

1.

vs. 11 if wife leaves her husband, the covenant is still there, so she
cannot marry someone else — that will result in adultery.
It’s best to be reconciled to her husband.
If God says not to divorce, but they divorce, what sin have they
committed?
a. Break covenant, Adultery, Rebellion
i. In Old Testament, could be stoned for any of 3
ii. In New Testament times, what happens when
people sin? Repent and turn back, 1 John 1:9 Jesus
blood will cover their sin. So nothing happens
right?
iii. Yes, but don’t forget, God can forgive your sins, but
he won’t take away the consequences

b. Marriage of 2 non-believers, and then 1 believes, and the non-believer is
willing to stay and live with the believer
i. vs.12-14 - The believer and non-believer must not divorce
ii. Believer can influence the non-believer

1.

3.

it’s not your job to force the other to believe, but to show the Lord
through your life, use your life to show blessing. Children raised in
the Lord are blessed

Maintain your actions so the other will believe in Christ. 1 Peter
3:1 not through words, but living out actions

God is a God who has hope for people

iii. What does vs 14 mean? “Sanctified through his wife, sanctified through
her husband”?

1.

It does not mean that one believer is enough for two of them.

The non-believer is consecrated, separated out and given to the
Lord — willing to be under God'’s covenant, has God’s blessing, and
God’s grace is on the family

God considers the unbeliever consecrated, not saved - they must
start from believing Jesus

The non-believing spouse and children may be blessed, but it’s not
enough - there are greater blessings — life change, eternal glory,



but these are not theirs unless they truly believe

¢. Marriage of 2 non-believers, and then 1 believes, and the non-believer wants
to leave

i. vs.15-16 —the believer should let the non-believer leave

1. if someone doesn’t want to believe, God will not force them to
believe
2. if the believer is living out the gospel, but the non-believer wants
to leave, the other can leave
3. wantto live in peace
3) Can a believer marry a non-believer?

a. The Bible doesn’t address this. It would be a lie to just say, “No, don’t think
about it.”

It’s a really bad idea, it will make you go through a lot of pain.

c. It's not easy when 2 Christians get married. How much harder for one with a
non-believer. If you do, you have a hope — God may save. Let us know God’s
heart, not simply ask “Yes,” or “No.”

4) Can 2 Christians get married?

Yes, but the divorce rate is the same as for non-Christians.

Don’t simply think “Yes,” or “No.”

Think: “Is this pleasing to God or not?”

Think: “Will this cause Christ to grow in me?”

Don’t think: “I'll do what | want.”

No matter what blessing you get, it cannot compare to Christ’s life growing in
you. If your life doesn't change, none of the outer things will make much
difference

5) Vessel or Tool?

a. Will you be a vessel to hold Christ’s likeness?

b. Oratool to mold other people’s vessels until they look like how God wants?

c. We often are God'’s tools to roughly chisel other Christians

d. May we no longer be tools but vessels to show Christ’s love and likeness

6) Some concluding thoughts
a. Divorce is easy to talk about, but when you really encounter the situation, it’s not
easy
i. In Old Testament, when life is in danger, you can do certain things against
the law (self-defense). Why did God put this in the law? To protect
people because he loved them.
1. What would you do about an abusive husband who beats his
wife? For a believing couple or non-believing couple?

ii. Don’tjust divorce for any reason —you don't know what the
consequences are. You think that a divorce will solve things, but it will
not. It has not for many people.

b. Think carefully before entering into marriage — once you enter in, it’s hard to
leave
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