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The European Non-Territorial Autonomy Network held its second Conference in Budapest on 24
& 25 September 2021.

The Second ENTAN Conference, entitled ‘Non-Territorial Autonomy as an Instrument for
Effective Participation of Minorities’, was organised by the Centre for Social Sciences at the
Institute for Minority Studies of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. The conference provided
an excellent forum for the presentation of 36 papers and a keynote lecture by Francesco Palermo,
PhD, director of the Institute for Comparative Federalism at Eurac Research Bolzano/Bozen.

The local organiser and chairperson Balazs Vizi, PhD opened the conference. At the opening
session he welcomed the guest speakers: Erzsébet Sandor-Szalay, Deputy Commissioner for the
Protection of the Rights of National Minorities in Hungary; Olivia Schubert, Deputy Head of the
National Self-Government of the Germans in Hungary; Attila Papp Z., Director of the Institute
for Minority Studies, Centre for Social Sciences; and Ivan Dodovski, Chair of ENTAN — the
European Non-Territorial Autonomy Network.

The conference sessions on 24 and 25 September 2021 took place at two different venues.
During the first day the presenters and guests were welcomed in the magnificent and historic
building of Ludovika - the National University of Public Service. The first day included four
sessions:  Theorising NTA and Self-Determination; Theorising Emerging NTA Paradigms
through Alternative Approaches; The Historical Foundations of NTA.

On the second day, the participants attended at the beautifully modern building of the Centre for
Social Sciences. The sessions included: Ethnopolitical Mobilisation with NTA Regimes; Israel
Palestine and the Possibilities of NTA; Perspectives on NTA in the Balkans; Aspects of Religion
and NTA; Assessing the Serbian Model of NTA: The Experiences of the National Councils;
Challenges of Ethnic Identifications and Group Boundaries; and finally Autonomy and
Indigenous Rights.

The conference was organised in a hybrid mode, offering both on-site and online presentations in
order to facilitate the maximum attendance of our colleagues, some of whom were not able to
attend in person, as travel restrictions and the pandemic prevented them from reaching Budapest
safely.
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