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Second Address – The Mitzvot, continued 

●​ 74 Mitzvot 

●​ The individual in the Torah society 

●​ Family 

●​ War 

●​ Justice 

●​ Holiness 

●​ Sensitivity 

●​ The norm is established through the extreme 

 

1.​ Family and the individual 

a.​ Captive woman: war’s impact 

b.​ Inheritance: the son of the hated wife 

c.​ The rebellious son 

2.​ Execution  

a.​ Burial  

3.​ Responsibility towards the property of others 

a.​ Returning lost objects 

b.​ Helping others and their animals 

4.​ Modesty: cross-dressing 

5.​ Sending away the mother bird 

6.​ Order in the home  

a.​ Safety: the parapet (Ma’akeh) 

b.​ Mixed kinds 

i.​ Planting 

ii.​ Animals 

iii.​ Clothing 

c.​ Fringes (Tzitzit) 

7.​ Relations between men and women 

a.​ Accusation of infidelity 

b.​ Punishment for adultery 

c.​ Rape and seduction 

d.​ Restrictions on those who wish to marry into Israel 

i.​ Mutilated 

ii.​ Mamzer 

iii.​ Ammon and Moav 

iv.​ Edom and Mitzrayim 

8.​ Holy camp 



a.​ Hygiene 

b.​ Do not return a runaway slave 

9.​ Restrictions on offerings 

10.​Economic justice 

a.​ Interest 

b.​ Oaths 

c.​ Workers’ rights 

d.​ First year of marriage 

e.​ Collateral 

11.​Kidnapping 

12.​Tzara’at  

13.​Economic justice, continued 

a.​ Collateral 

b.​ Paying workers on time 

c.​ Punishing for the crime 

d.​ Caring for the unfortunate 

i.​ Tzedakah 

ii.​ Forgotten sheaf, etc. 

14.​Lashes 

15.​Working animal 

16.​Yibum and Chalitzah 

17.​Embarrassing 

18.​Accurate weights and measures 

19.​Amalek 

a.​ Remember 

b.​ Destroy 

 

 

When you go out as a troop against your 
enemies, be on your guard against 
anything untoward. If anyone among you 
has been rendered unclean by a nocturnal 
emission, he must leave the camp, and he 
must not reenter the camp. Toward 
evening he shall bathe in water, and at 
sundown he may reenter the camp. 
Further, there shall be an area for you 
outside the camp, where you may relieve 
yourself. With your gear you shall have a 
spike, and when you have squatted you 
shall dig a hole with it and cover up your 
excrement. Since the LORD your God 
moves about in your camp to protect you 
and to deliver your enemies to you, let 
your camp be holy; let Him not find 

יךָ מַחֲנֶ֖ה כִּיֽ־תֵצֵ֥א שְׁמַרְתָּ֔ עַל־איֹבְֶ֑  וְנִ֨
ל ֹ֖ ר מִכּ ע׃ דָּבָ֥ ישׁ בְךָ֙ כִּיֽ־יהְִיֶה֤ רָֽ  אִ֔
ר ילְָה טָה֖וֹר לֹא־יהְִיֶה֥ אֲשֶׁ֛  מִקְּרֵה־לָ֑
ה אֶל־מִח֣וּץ וְיצָָא֙ א לֹ֥א לַמַּֽחֲנֶ֔ ֹ֖  יבָ

רֶב וְהָיָה֥ הַמַּֽחֲנֶהֽ׃ אֶל־תּ֥וֹךְ  לִפְנוֹֽת־עֶ֖
ץ יםִ ירְִחַ֣ א בַּמָּ֑ ֹ֣ מֶשׁ וּכְב א הַשֶּׁ֔ ֹ֖  יבָ

 מִח֖וּץ לְךָ֔ תִּהְיֶה֣ וְידָ֙ הַמַּֽחֲנהֶ׃ אֶל־תּ֥וֹךְ
אתָ לַמַּֽחֲנֶ֑ה מָּה וְיצָָ֥ ד חֽוּץ׃ שָׁ֖  תִּהְיֶה֥ וְיתֵָ֛

 ח֔וּץ בְּשִׁבְתְּךָ֣ וְהָיהָ֙ עַל־אֲזנֵֶ֑ךָ לְךָ֖
ה הּ וְחָפַרְתָּ֣ יתָ וְשַׁבְתָּ֖ בָ֔  וְכִסִּ֥

ה כִּי֩ אֶת־צֵאָתֶךָֽ׃ יךָ יהְוָ֨  ׀ מִתְהַלֵּ֣ךְ אֱלֹהֶ֜
רֶב ךָ בְּקֶ֣ ת לְהַצִּיֽלְךָ֙ מַחֲנֶ֗ יךָ֙ וְלָתֵ֤  איֹבְֶ֙



anything unseemly among you and turn 
away from you. 

יךָ ה קָד֑וֹשׁ מַחֲנֶ֖יךָ וְהָיָה֥ לְפָנֶ֔  וְלֹֽא־ירְִאֶ֤
ת בְךָ֙ ר עֶרְוַ֣ ב דָּבָ֔ יךָ׃ וְשָׁ֖   מֵאַחֲרֶֽ

 

 

R. Shimshon Raphael Hirsch 

What is said here primarily for military camps is, of course, meant to apply to any 
“camp,” to any sphere in which we may temporarily or permanently settle. All are 
to bear the stamp of a pure moral way of living. All the places where we live, not 
just our synagogues and schools, are not to lack consecration by thoughts of the 
mission of our life. 

 


