
 

 

 

 

From the Administration 
Dear Tiger Families, 

Importance of Attendance 
Research is clear that showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic and 
social success, starting from kindergarten and continuing through high school. Absences can 
be a sign that a student is losing interest in school, struggling with school, or even facing social 
challenges. 
 

●​ Missing 10% (or about 18 days of a school year) can drastically affect a student’s 
academic success. 

●​ By the 6th grade, absenteeism is one of three signs that can indicate if a student is at 
risk for dropping out of high school. 

●​ In the 9th grade, regular and high attendance predict graduation rates better than 
8th-grade test scores. 
 

Student attendance is a major point of focus for the Maryland State Department of Education 
(MSDE). Starting in the 2023-2024 school year, MSDE lowered the chronic absenteeism rate 
from 20% to 10%, meaning that at 10%, a student should receive support and interventions to 
improve their absenteeism. 
 
Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) believes that attendance is key to student 
success. Maryland's attendance rate represents the average daily attendance rate of students in 
grades 1-12, including those with special education needs. The state's proficient standard for 
attendance rate is 94%, and the advanced standard is 96%. 
 
In support of achieving Exemplary Attendance for all students, we are sharing with you a 
comprehensive approach to attendance supports and interventions. 

●​ If a student has missed 5% of their monthly attendance days (as few as 1-2 days a 
month), parents/guardians will receive a Care and Concern Phone Call and letter from 
their school. This step will allow staff members to coordinate with families to determine 
how the student can be supported for better attendance. 

●​ If a student has missed 10% of their monthly attendance days (defined as chronic 
absenteeism by MSDE), parents/guardians will receive a 10% Chronic Absenteeism 
Attendance Letter. Parents/guardians and students may be scheduled for an attendance 



 

conference. Other interventions and supports may also be used in an effort to assist the 
student. 

●​ If a student has missed 15% of their monthly attendance days, in addition to the 
interventions and supports at 5% and 10%, these students may require an attendance 
support plan. Students may also be referred to the Central Attendance Team. 

●​ If a student has missed 20% of their monthly attendance days, parents/guardians will 
receive a 20% Emergency Chronic Absenteeism Letter or Habitual Truancy Letter. 
Students may be referred to Project Attend and/or the State’s Attorney’s Office for 
habitual truancy. 
 

With the collaborative effort of HCPSS parents/guardians, staff, and students, we are confident 
that all students can have successful attendance. This will improve student success in school 
and in their future lives. 
 
Always for children, 
 
Dr. Debra L. O’Byrne, Principal, and Mrs. Sara Cox, Assistant Principal 

From the School 

Dates to Remember 

●​ 9/23 - Schools and Offices Closed 
●​ 9/27 - HCPSS Family Kickoff (Rescheduled) 
●​ 10/1 - National Principals’ Month 
●​ 10/2 - Schools and Offices Closed 
●​ 10/13-17 - National School Lunch Week 
●​ 10/17 - Schools Closed for Students: Professional Work Day 
●​ 10/20 - Schools and Offices Closed 
●​ 10/20-24 - National School Bus Safety Week 
●​ 10/27 - World Occupational Therapy Day 
●​ 10/28 - K-5: Fall Picture Day 
●​ 10/31 - Schools Close 3 Hours Early: Professional Work Day 

Resources 

HCPSS 2025-2026 School Calendar  

RA Color Day Schedule 

WFES Fridge Sheet 25-26 

Nothing But Bundt Reading tracker 

https://www.principalsmonth.org/
https://schoolnutrition.org/event/national-school-lunch-week/
https://www.napt.org/nsbsw
https://www.hcpss.org/f/news/calendars/calendar-202526.pdf?b
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ep4MfO4P9-4agXL9z8f5AIZTdM8XOfit/view
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sfVmIquvjWw5BR9ufgB_V5MQU4-xQ820ZWN6a9XEGWM/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MxuSXdZjRRCsKthDrc4oB9pKz1EK_NtC/view?usp=sharing


 

Amazon Gift List for Tiger Cart 

Our WFES Tigers earn Tiger Tickets for being Respectful, Responsible, and Ready to Learn. 
Students can use their Tiger Tickets to purchase fun prizes on our Tiger Cart and social 
experiences. If you would like to support our students, please consider donating from our Tiger 
Cart Wish List and the items will be sent directly to school.  

Thank you for your continued support and generosity!  

Change of Address 

Parents and Guardians: This is a reminder that any change of residency must be reported 
through Family File within 10 school days of the move. Current residency documentation must 
be provided to the school each time residency changes. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Nothing Bundt Cakes Youth Reading Program 

Once again, WFES will participate in the Books and Bundts Youth Reading Program.  The 
program runs from September 2025 through May 2026. Please see the flyer below and use the 
tracker that you can download each month. Happy Reading! 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/15X481L63SAH9?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/15X481L63SAH9?ref_=wl_share
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MxuSXdZjRRCsKthDrc4oB9pKz1EK_NtC/view


 

 

Nothing But Bundt Reading tracker 

Girls on the Run Central Maryland 
 
Coaches Needed! Do you have a passion for volunteerism, healthy habits, goal setting, and 
female empowerment? Our coaches unlock confidence through thought-provoking 
conversations, an intentional curriculum, and movement-based games. Girls on the Run® 
inspires girls to be joyful, healthy, and confident using a fun, experience-based curriculum that 
creatively integrates running. Teams of 8-20 meet twice weekly after school from the week of 
September 22 through the week of December 8, 2025. West Friendship ES will meet on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays after school from 3:50 to 5:15 pm. Each season concludes with a 
5K culminating event! Coaches can be men or women over 18 and do NOT need to be runners 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MxuSXdZjRRCsKthDrc4oB9pKz1EK_NtC/view?usp=sharing
https://www.gotrcentralmd.org/


 

or have previous coaching experience. Free training is provided. Visit www.gotrcentralmd.org for 
more information. You can email Susan Gartner (susan.michel@girlsontherun.org) if you’re 
interested or have questions. Potential coaches should also complete the Girls on the Run 
online coach application at https://www.pinwheel.us/volunteer/signup/New-Coach-App-Fall2025.   

 

From the PTA 

PTA August-September Newsletter 

Here is the link for the WFES PTA Newsletter.  This newsletter and all other PTA information 
can also be viewed on our Website under PTA Corner. 

 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotrcentralmd.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjosie_rapp%40hcpss.org%7Cc1dd34ab4ff34cc5d5e208dde57af51b%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638919038563777761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fCGoF%2F2SsNnq6pIvYYAnvVVsRs2L%2Bx1uckhWhAhSS68%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinwheel.us%2Fvolunteer%2Fsignup%2FNew-Coach-App-Fall2025&data=05%7C02%7Cjosie_rapp%40hcpss.org%7Cc1dd34ab4ff34cc5d5e208dde57af51b%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638919038563806954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f1auddGX6t2w2vppu9GzdZGfrCyCSV8wcZ0kN%2BIT%2BTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FuP9hNXRqmNfg3HTVL5NKIQ~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FkuMTDc1x69h8MR-fD2-mfZP1Mg8aCEGYCqK1GUE2kudheOvVJCQAnfnwR4HukXjeqJZIfxpcdRyzcwe5yBK3ysIvnFmku6CjAtUs4tdH8F2IsYfsN5C2Ih7qAyfxJw7AlTWkXovFfSdKk6Cj-MWhmWX1jjpUvdzIxGntkYJlz4q-KinTFQqJEOoiX6dE1_vKKolbEF2KumJGuGwHPtmH5vVuBsql8lmYPVxbg7RLT-c~&data=05%7C02%7Cjosie_rapp%40hcpss.org%7C29a3397ae5b14ff2d9da08ddeaf12467%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638925043602393648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IONg5zMWXWrjb7BHv%2BsJSjf0S%2FHCxxxzY7%2BRqa%2Fml9w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FKmM7UPidLwYHsVcqhi6ijA~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FYFV8maCbY7nnf8D3uP7nEKxR-HLxeH9zYRN2I47Fh5J46Cxemg9o5arLglUyAdjEhPpM8k7BojNQHbEOHcVtdNHNuI0U8EnU6eK5qa9KeORAAd8v5120GZ2YeDTTYnkrHzWhSEesRJXB3EdK3JppYA~~&data=05%7C02%7Cjosie_rapp%40hcpss.org%7C29a3397ae5b14ff2d9da08ddeaf12467%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638925043602424960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6WsUKe3%2Bqgo%2BtdNF7cmh6UvS44yMkhL9WvCsa6nQZM4%3D&reserved=0


 

Winter Coat Drive 

Make a difference by participating in the Winter Coat Drive event. Please refer to the details 
outlined in the flyer shown below. 

 

HCPSS Community News/Resources: 

Registration for BSAP Saturday Math Academy 

The BSAP Saturday Math Academy fall session is approaching! The program offers an 
in-person enrichment for Howard County Public School System students in all levels of 
math for grades 3-12, based on course availability. Registration will take place online 
on Saturday, September 20, 2025, from 9:00 am until capacity is reached. Class space 
is limited. Families can register by accessing the HCPSS Connect Website on the 
registration date. For more information, please visit: 
https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2025/09/black-student-achievement-program-bsap-s
aturday-math-academy-fall-2025-program/ 

https://www.hcpss.org/connect/
https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2025/09/black-student-achievement-program-bsap-saturday-math-academy-fall-2025-program/
https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2025/09/black-student-achievement-program-bsap-saturday-math-academy-fall-2025-program/


 

Flyers for distribution:  

●​ BSAP SMA Fall 2025 Flyer (English) 
●​ BSAP SMA Fall 2025 Flyer (Spanish) 
●​ BSAP SMA Fall 2025 Flyer (Chinese) 
●​ BSAP SMA Fall 2025 Flyer (Korean) 

HCPSS Family Academy Kickoff 

Date: Saturday, Sept. 27, 9:00 am–12:00 pm​
Location: Oakland Mills High School​
This districtwide event is open to all HCPSS families and will feature: 

●​ A session with Superintendent Bill Barnes 
●​ Resource tables hosted by HCPSS offices and local organizations 
●​ Information on programs, resources, and services available throughout the school year 
●​ Childcare and language access provided 

For additional information, please visit the Family Academy Kickoff HCPSS News Post 

Please see the fliers below for more information: 

●​ English      
●​ Spanish       
●​ Chinese        
●​ Korean 

The Salvation Army Christmas AngelTree Program 

The Salvation Army is hosting its 2025 Christmas AngelTree Program for Howard 
County.  Please see the Salvation Army Angel Tree link for all the details. 

A Message From Your Local West Friendship Volunteer Fire Department  
 
2025 Open House - West Friendship Volunteer Fire Department Community News and 
Programs 
 
October is Fire Prevention Month – COME VISIT US! 
 
SUNDAY, October 19th 12 pm – 4 pm 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RG7CNZ6ASU0NdDTt8LAqeXzEjbUFfQe/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hAV0VWfKrmq15vdspJXNVTd6Sk-hKXEX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NafiPxGb34wC5zd1-0199qgqKGlsz3U2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qzwXcX8T9ZpkYBuwRJsP816me3r1YOw-/view?usp=drive_link
https://news.hcpss.org/news-posts/2025/07/hcpss-kickoff-to-build-on-school-family-community-relationships-aug-16-2025/
https://www.hcpss.org/f/news/25-26-kickoff-flier.pdf
https://www.hcpss.org/f/news/25-26-kickoff-flier-spa.pdf
https://www.hcpss.org/f/news/25-26-kickoff-flier-chi.pdf
https://www.hcpss.org/f/news/25-26-kickoff-flier-kor.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1qYm-uo5ZS55kzIhmpgJ3aZbXRw0Q2iMv%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CJosie_Rapp%40hcpss.org%7C29ef6cd0bcd2416675d008ddf47087ec%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638935486353589584%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a4Llmo%2FK3SHqskXXWoUMaaYUOBJ5Xtti5wGeQ0UbN1s%3D&reserved=0
https://community-programs.hcpss.org/index.php/2025-09/2025-open-house-west-friendship-volunteer-fire-department
https://community-programs.hcpss.org/index.php/2025-09/2025-open-house-west-friendship-volunteer-fire-department


 

 
 
MHCAC Back-to-School Newsletter 
 
The Mental Health Advisory Council (MHCAC) is a group of community members who seek to 
remove barriers and build awareness for behavioral health support in Howard County for our 
children and families. HCPSS is an active member of MHCAC. Please check out the MHCAC 
Fall Newsletter 2025 for more information. 
 
Message from Howard County Recreation and Parks 
 
Attached is the Howard County Recreation & Parks - Fall 2025 Before & After School 
Classes flier for West Friendship ES, which markets our Fall 2025 Before & After school 
classes for students at West Friendship ES.  
  
These classes offer fun, structured, educational, and enriching activities for students on-site at 
WFES, benefiting both students and parents. Please register here. 
 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1h78D8KhxZZ7QRZbFzatThRdvagkicgrG%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CDebra_O%27Byrne%40hcpss.org%7C5543eef9fb44423ab3f408dde18ce66a%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638914717488566451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c1aWNx58RXzNcGkuTIMU1bAODP%2FKLyutuqhfevpdo9o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1h78D8KhxZZ7QRZbFzatThRdvagkicgrG%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CDebra_O%27Byrne%40hcpss.org%7C5543eef9fb44423ab3f408dde18ce66a%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638914717488566451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c1aWNx58RXzNcGkuTIMU1bAODP%2FKLyutuqhfevpdo9o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/West%20Friendship%20ES%20Fall%20Before%20%26%20After%20School%20Flier.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/West%20Friendship%20ES%20Fall%20Before%20%26%20After%20School%20Flier.pdf
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/howardcounty/activity/search?onlineSiteId=0&activity_select_param=2&center_ids=156&activity_department_ids=3&viewMode=list


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


