Discussion Post #4: Emerging Adulthood

Most everyone in this course is in the developmental period of emerging adulthood. As
many of you have probably read in the textbook, this is a relatively new developmental
period. Typically people in this developmental period do not perceive themselves as an
adolescent or an adult. For this discussion post, you are to reflect on this developmental
period, incorporating the following thoughts in your post:

e Describe the characteristics that lead emerging adults to not quite consider
themselves adolescents or adults. (1.5 points)

e How does the theory of emerging adulthood apply to your own personal
circumstances? That is, do you consider yourself an adult? Why or why not? If
you do not consider yourself an adult yet, what do you believe that you must do
to consider yourself an adult? If you consider yourself an adult, are there other
things that you can do to make yourself seem more like an adult? (1.5 points)

e |n your opinion, do you believe that emerging adulthood is a unique
developmental period? Why or why not? In your answer, link developmental
tasks (e.g., getting married, graduating college) from the current generation to
previous generations. (1.5 points)

e \What new policies or laws can be implemented in your home state, region, or
country in order to help youth transition more easily into adult responsibilities?
(1.5 points)

After you post your discussion:

1. Pick two classmates who have already posted.

2. Respond to the classmates’ responses using complete sentences and focusing
on the similarities and/or differences between your post and theirs.

3. Your response should be about one paragraph and no more than two
paragraphs. It is due by [date].

4. The two responses are worth a maximum of 4 points. These are due by [date].

Points: 10
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