
 

What Is Happening With Old Baldy 
WELCOME to 2026I We hope everyone had a great Holiday Season including New Years! December saw 
significant changes for Old Baldy. We celebrated Don Wile’s ending his long tenure as Old Baldy 
Newsletter editor and are finalizing the transition of Programs from Dave Gilson. We also discussed the 
revitalization of the Old Baldy Website which is very close to being updated and targeting to have the 
conversion completed going into 2026. There are some additional ways we are considering to utilize the 
Website to enhance our communications going forward. Will reach out as this develops. There will be a 
gap in receiving the Newsletter until a replacement for Don is found or other approach is finalized. In the 
meantime, the revamped Website will be used to retain the newsletter typical content although not in a 
consolidated Newsletter format. The content will be accessible through a series of links on the revamped 
Website which will go through a one month test period starting in January. Once the test period is 
complete, it will replace the current webpage. 
 
Our January meeting (January 8) with be totally by Zoom. There will be no in-person meeting. The 
speaker will be Ron Kirkwood; “Tell Mother Not to Worry: Soldier Stories From Gettysburg’s George 
Spangler Farm”. The meeting time and Zoom log-in information are provided below. 
 
 

Insert the Meeting Info from Dave/Randy with Graphics 
 

 
Our December meeting was our annual in-person holiday celebration which was attended by over 20 
members. As noted above, we used the celebration to honor Don Wiles and his decades of service to 
Old Baldy as newsletter editor. December also saw two other Old Baldy supported events. December 13 
was Wreaths Across America at the Beverly National Cemetery (Rich Jankowski, Maggie Tumasz, Joe 
Wilson, Debbie Jankowski and Joe Jankowski participated) and December 31st saw the celebration 
of Meade’s birthday at the Laurel Hill Cemetery (Members Walt Lafty, Calvin Kinsel, Dave Gilson, Paul 
Prentiss, Mike Bassett, Nancy and Russ Bowker, Mary Wible, Deitrich Preston, and former 
members John Voris and Kerry Bryan participated in the Meade Society sponsored event). Pictures 
from the events will be placed on the website under the “Community Out Reach” link. 
 
We are moving forward with preparing for the 50th anniversary in 2027 and have picked up four 
members to serve on the planning committee and consider we are now ready to start working on plans 
for the celebration. A kick-off meeting will be held by Zoom later this month. Specific date is tentatively 
the 15th.. If any other member has an interest in being part of the committee, please reach out. 
 
The CWRT Congress created a video that includes the Old Baldy marketing award received in November 
2025. They made it to celebrate the Phoenix, Innovation, and Marketing Awards the congress awarded 
this year including Old Baldy’s award.  This video can be seen our our You-Tube channel (we have not 
been able to get it to play on Zoom).  
 
Our fellow RT and other historical societies have events in January. You can find the detailed information 
on our “Partner ____”  (Pete note correct link name, delete this note) link on the Website. These 
include: 
 
•​ Gloucester County Chapter of the ASNJ; the Battle of Gloucester November 1777 (in person at 

6:30PM EST) 
•​ Inland Empire; Author & Historian Jeffrey Boutwell, Ph.D., will present  "BOUTWELL: Radical 

Republican and Champion of Democracy” on January 26th, 6:30 P.M. Pacific Time on  Zoom. 

 



 

•​ Inland Empire: On Sunday, Jan. 18th, In-person only. Licensed Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg  John J. 

Fitzpatrick  will present  "There is No Fail Here: The Real Back-Story to Lincoln's Leadership 

Challenges / The Gettysburg Address at Gettysburg.” 

•​ William Patterson University History Day - Volunteer Judges (Randy Acorcey is the History Day POC). 

Dates are: 

​ February 28 - Regional Contest at Monmouth University  

​ March 7 - Regional Contest at Rutgers University-Camden 

​ March 21 - Regional Contest at St. Elizabeth University 

​ May 2 - State Contest at William Paterson University 

The 2026 Membership Dues are now being collected. Dues remain the same, $25.00 Individual 
Membership and $35.00 Family Membership. Remember they can now be paid online. Just visit our Web 
Page, click on, "Membership" on the top bar, which will take you to the next page. Choose a payment 
method, visa, etc., and click "Buy Now". This will take you to the submission page, complete form and 
click on, "Pay Now". Done. As always, if you prefer to pay by check, bring it to any in-person meeting or 
send to: 142 Mimosa Drive Sewell, NJ, 08080 Should you have any questions, please contact me at 
609-865-2973 or francal@comcast.net. 

Wishing everyone a Healthy and Happy 2026!! 
 
Calvin Kinsel, President 
 

 

https://nj-mrc.nhd.org/App?f=939b6a7b-09c7-4f44-bb86-68958076c7ea
https://nj-rcrc.nhd.org/App?f=bd8bc661-0e82-4d50-9ec7-0072968fcebc
https://nj-sterc.nhd.org/App?f=76e643dc-eb68-48d6-b5d3-0dd575f8ea5e
https://nj.nhd.org/App?f=70f91eac-2ea1-4184-bcf9-bf77b394415c

