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FAIR OAKS, CA - An incident over the weekend in which a Sacramento County sheriff's
sergeant shot and killed a man was "clearly an in-policy shooting," Sacramento County
Sheriff John McGinness said after looking at video shot from the officer's car. At a news
conference late Monday morning, McGinness said the video from the camera mounted on the
officer's dashboard shows the officer approaching the suspect, John L. Savalin, Saturday in
his car on Bridge Street north of the American River in Fair Oaks and talking to him. The
officer was responding to a citizen's call of a man who appeared intoxicated attempting to
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drive. McGinness said the tone of the initial conversation between Savalin and the officer was
cordial, then escalated. Savalin's car then rolled backward. The sergeant then got in front of
the car and McGinness said Savalin began to rev his engine. The sergeant tried to get
Savalin to stop, McGinness said, but the driver spun his tires and then accelerated toward the
sergeant. At that point, the sergeant fired a shot through the windshield of the car. The
sergeant fired a total of six rounds, hitting Savalin three times in the upper torso. All the
wounds entered from the front or side, said McGinness. According to McGinness, Savalin's
brother-in-law, who was in the car with Savalin said the two had split a bottle of vodka and
drank some beer earlier that afternoon. State DMV and Sacramento County court records
show Savalin has been convicted of driving under the influence at least three times, with
another DUI charge dismissed. Savalin was convicted of misdemeanor DUI charges in 1990,
2001 and 2005, according to those records. McGinness said he could not release the video
because it is part of the on-going investigation. The officer, a 13-year department veteran,
was placed on administrative leave, which is standard in all officer-involved shootings. The
incident is under investigation, and the district attorney will determine whether criminal
charges will be filed. Savalin's Family Questions Use of Deadly Force Robert Strong,
Savalin's brother-in-law, was riding in the passenger side seat when the shooting occurred
and claims the officer's life was not in danger. "In no danger at all. John didn't try to swerve to
hit him, he couldn't hit him, John just wanted to get out," said Strong. Strong said he believes
Savalin made a split-second decision to flee after telling the officer that he was driving with a
suspended license. "l couldn't believe it. All the sudden, he revved up the engine and
slammed it in drive, smashed into the police car," added Strong. John Savalin has been
previously convicted of drunk driving three times. Family members also said that several of
his cars had been impounded in the past and Savalin was apparently trying to avoid that from
happening again. Savalin, a Fair Oaks native, was married with two children ages 12 and 14.
Strong stated that his family wants to conduct its own investigation into the shooting. "l was in
the car, too. | was put at risk, too. So | thought it was needless, wreckless use of a very
violent weapon," Strong said.

News10/KXTV

Comments () | Share vour thoughts »

Most Viewed Articles

News10 Logo

10 Real Life Hero stories on News10

A concept sketch of Hyperkins Passport HDMI Cable for Wii.

Hyperkin making HDMI cable for Wii

Fitness at Any Age - June 10, 2010

One Killed, Four Wounded in Stockton Shooting

News10 looks into how some attorneys who specialize in Americans with Disbilities
Act compliance violations do business.

e Americans with Disabilities Act lawsuits investigated



http://archive.news10.net/comments/40408/0/Sheriff-Claims-Officer-Justified-in-DUI-Shooting
http://archive.news10.net/news/article/217406/339/10-Real-Life-Hero-stories-on-News10
http://archive.news10.net/news/article/139882/99/Hyperkin-making-HDMI-cable-for-Wii
http://archive.news10.net/news/article/83306/162/Fitness-at-Any-Age---June-10-2010
http://archive.news10.net/news/article/50931/2/One-Killed-Four-Wounded-in-Stockton-Shooting
http://archive.news10.net/news/article/264475/2/Americans-with-Disabilities-Act-lawsuits-investigated

e SEE MORE

Most Watched Videos
e SEE MORE

Site Map | Back to Top back to top

Sports

Community
Contact Us

HELPFUL LINKS
EEQ Public File
Sign Up Daily Deals
About Us

Advertise on Sac&Co
Jobs

FOLLOW US
Twitter

Facebook

Mobile

RSS

E-mail Alerts

Text Alerts
ConnecTV

Search

ConnecTV
KFBK Radio

Copyright ©2016 News10.net. All rights reserved.

Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights,
and Ad Choices



http://archive.news10.net/news/mostpopular.aspx
http://www.news10.net/news/mostpopular.aspx
http://archive.news10.net/sitemap.aspx
http://archive.news10.net/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=40408#top
http://archive.news10.net/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=40408#top
http://www.news10.net/
http://www.news10.net/local/
http://www.news10.net/weather/
http://www.news10.net/media/latest/news/
http://www.news10.net/sports/
http://www.news10.net/features/
http://www.news10.net/about/
http://archive.news10.net/legacy/pdf/kxtv-2014-2015-EEO-Public-File-Report.pdf
http://www.dealchicken.com/
http://archive.news10.net/about_us/default.aspx
http://archive.news10.net/story.aspx?storyid=188264&catid=531
https://career4.successfactors.com/career?company=Gannett&site=VjItVWR1cFVqYktnODlOV0dnWmIzVENIUT09
http://www.twitter.com/News10_CA
http://www.facebook.com/news10
http://www.news10.net/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=82315
http://archive.news10.net/rss/
http://archive.news10.net/services/default.aspx
http://archive.news10.net/news/mobile/text.aspx
http://www.connectv.com/kxtv
http://connectv.com/kxtv
http://www.kfbk.com/main.html
http://archive.news10.net/terms/
http://archive.news10.net/privacy/
http://archive.news10.net/privacy#adchoices

	Sheriff Claims Officer Justified in DUI Shooting 
	6:31 AM, Apr 8, 2008   |    comments 
	Most Viewed Articles 
	Most Watched Videos 
	●​HELPFUL LINKS 
	●​FOLLOW US 



