
 5th Grade Reading Challenge - 2025-2026 

 
Airborn 

Kenneth Oppel 

 
All Thirteen 

Christina Soontornvat 

 
Amari and the Night 

Brothers 
B.B. Alston 

 
Bad Badger 

Maryrose Wood,  
Giulia Ghigini 

 
The Candymakers 

Wendy Mass 

 
El Deafo 
Cece Bell 

 
A First Time for 

Everything 
Dan Santat 

 
Greenwild* 

Pari Thomson 
 

Hatchet 
Gary Paulsen 

 
Lasagna Means I Love 

You 
Kate O’Shaughnessy 

 
Lincoln’s Grave 

Robbers 
Steve Sheinkin 

 
The Lion of Mars 
Jennifer L. Holm 

 
The Lost Year 

Katherine Marsch 

 
Masterminds 

Gordon Korman 

 
Ms. Bixby’s Last Day 
John David Anderson 

 
Out of My Mind 

Sharon M. Draper 
 

Parachute Kids* 
Betty C. Tang 

 
Small Spaces 

Katherine Arden 

 
Turtle Boy 

M. Evan Wolkenstein 

 
A Wish in the Dark 

Christina Soontornvat 
 
*denotes 2026 Rebecca Caudill Award winner 
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