
 

Article work list - Design 
 
 

Did you complete any of the tasks below? If so, please write DONE next to each 
completed task to avoid redundancies. 

 

Select name to jump to suggestions 
and sources for: 

Enter name or username to RESERVE an article.  
Remove name when done. 

Sara Little Turnbull  

 
 
Sara Little Turnbull 
Edits: Add sources and citations 
 
Mention her academic roles in lead section  
 
Add details to early life and education section: (mother’s influence on her appreciation of 
design, attended Brooklyn’s Girls Commercial High School, won a School Art League 
scholarship to Parsons in 1935 for her silk textile design) (Done) 

-​ Hise, P. (July 30, 2014). "Sara Little Turnbull: Corporate America’s Secret Weapon." 
Metropolis Magazine. 
https://metropolismag.com/profiles/sara-little-turnbull-corporate-americas-secret-weapon/ 

-​ "Sara Little Turnbull." History of Design, Parsons School of Design 
https://adht.parsons.edu/historyofdesign/objectives/sara-little-turnbull/ 

-​ "Sara Little Turnbull." National Women’s History Museum. 
https://www.womenshistory.org/sara-little-turnbull 

-​ Grimes, W. (September 7, 2015). "Sara Little Turnbull, Product Designer Inspired by 
Anthropology and Nature, Dies at 97." The New York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/08/business/sara-little-turnbull-product-designer-inspir
ed-by-anthropology-and-nature-dies-at-97.html 

 
Reorganize subsections in career section and add additional information: rename “House 
Beautiful” Early Career (clarify she was hired by House Beautiful in 1941 not “on 
graduation,”verify that she worked in her prior roles “during college” and rephrase if not 
supported, add that in the late 1940s, while still working full-time at the magazine, she started 
freelance design consulting to pay for her sister’s medical bills and highlight her success), add 
specific examples of notable designs in consulting work subsection, add an “Educational career 
and contributions” subsection that incorporates and expands upon existing information in the 
current "Center for Design Research" and "Process of Change: Laboratory for Innovation and 
Design" subsections to capture her role in and approach to design education (add details about 
her 18 year teaching career at Stanford and her retirement in 2006, specify that the foundation 
of the lab is an archive of articles and publications she collected beginning in the 1950s/60s 
organized with a custom-designed taxonomy that tracks global design changes across 375 topic 
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areas and describe its purpose, move information about guest lectures from current teaching, 
honors and awards section) 

-​ "Ask Why." Co-Design Collaborative. https://codesigncollaborative.org/ask-why/"Sara 
Little Turnbull: A Creative Force Behind the Design of the N95 Respirator." The Creative 
Factor. 
https://www.thecreativefactor.co/sara-little-turnbull-a-creative-force-behind-the-design-of-
the-n95-respirator 

-​ Hise, P. (July 30, 2014). "Sara Little Turnbull: Corporate America’s Secret Weapon." 
Metropolis Magazine. 
https://metropolismag.com/profiles/sara-little-turnbull-corporate-americas-secret-weapon/ 

-​ Grimes, W. (September 7, 2015). "Sara Little Turnbull, Product Designer Inspired by 
Anthropology and Nature, Dies at 97." The New York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/08/business/sara-little-turnbull-product-designer-inspir
ed-by-anthropology-and-nature-dies-at-97.html 

-​ McCormick, J. (September 18, 1997). "Mother of Invention: High-Energy, Well-Traveled 
Sara Little Turnbull Never Stops Creating." San Francisco Chronicle / SFGate. 
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/MOTHER-OF-INVENTION-High-energy-well-trav
eled-2808517.php 

 
Add additional sections: create separate awards and honors section, create a legacy section 
after personal life and death section (highlight her impact on human-centered design and the 
posthumous establishment of the Sara Little Turnbull Foundation and the Sara Little Turnbull 
Center for Design Institute, along with descriptions of both).) (Done minus teaching section) 
 

-​ "From Our Inbox: The Industrial Designer Behind the N95 Mask." Lost Women of 
Science.https://www.lostwomenofscience.org/podcast-episodes/from-our-inbox-the-indus
trial-designer-behind-the-n95-mask 

-​ "Ask Why." Co-Design Collaborative. https://codesigncollaborative.org/ask-why/"Sara 
Little Turnbull: A Creative Force Behind the Design of the N95 Respirator." The Creative 
Factor. 
https://www.thecreativefactor.co/sara-little-turnbull-a-creative-force-behind-the-design-of-
the-n95-respirator 

-​ - Hise, P. (July 30, 2014). "Sara Little Turnbull: Corporate America’s Secret Weapon." 
Metropolis Magazine. 
https://metropolismag.com/profiles/sara-little-turnbull-corporate-americas-secret-weapon/ 

-​ Clarridge, C. (September 7, 2015). "Sara Little Turnbull, Innovative Product Designer, 
Dies in Seattle at 97." The Seattle Times. 
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/obituaries/sara-little-turnbull-innovative-produ
ct-designer-dies-in-seattle-at-97/ 

-​ Grimes, W. (September 7, 2015). "Sara Little Turnbull, Product Designer Inspired by 
Anthropology and Nature, Dies at 97." The New York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/08/business/sara-little-turnbull-product-designer-inspir
ed-by-anthropology-and-nature-dies-at-97.html 
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-​ "Sara Little Turnbull Foundation Awards $200,000 to Benefit University of Washington 
Design." University of Washington Arts & Sciences. November 2018. 
https://artsci.washington.edu/news/2018-11/sara-little-turnbull-foundation-awards-20000
0-benefit-university-washington-design 

-​ "Designing the N95 Mask: Sara Little Turnbull’s Attention to Women Consumers." 
New-York Historical Society. 
https://www.nyhistory.org/blogs/designing-the-n95-mask-sara-little-turnbulls-attention-to-
women-consumers 

-​ McCormick, J. (September 18, 1997). "Mother of Invention: High-Energy, Well-Traveled 
Sara Little Turnbull Never Stops Creating." San Francisco Chronicle / SFGate. 
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/MOTHER-OF-INVENTION-High-energy-well-trav
eled-2808517.php 

-​ "Sara Little Foundation." Sara Little Foundation. 
https://saralittlefoundation.org/index.php/homepage-staging/ 

-​ "We Design: Online Exhibition — Sara Little Turnbull." Co-Design Collaborative. 
https://codesigncollaborative.org/we-design-online-exhibition/sara-little-turnbull/ 

 
Sources: 

●​ "From Our Inbox: The Industrial Designer Behind the N95 Mask." Lost Women of 
Science.https://www.lostwomenofscience.org/podcast-episodes/from-our-inbox-the-indus
trial-designer-behind-the-n95-mask 

●​ "Ask Why." Co-Design Collaborative. https://codesigncollaborative.org/ask-why/"Sara 
Little Turnbull: A Creative Force Behind the Design of the N95 Respirator." The Creative 
Factor. 
https://www.thecreativefactor.co/sara-little-turnbull-a-creative-force-behind-the-design-of-
the-n95-respirator 

●​ Hise, P. (July 30, 2014). "Sara Little Turnbull: Corporate America’s Secret Weapon." 
Metropolis Magazine. 
https://metropolismag.com/profiles/sara-little-turnbull-corporate-americas-secret-weapon/ 

●​ Clarridge, C. (September 7, 2015). "Sara Little Turnbull, Innovative Product Designer, 
Dies in Seattle at 97." The Seattle Times. 
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/obituaries/sara-little-turnbull-innovative-produ
ct-designer-dies-in-seattle-at-97/ 

●​ "Sara Little Turnbull." History of Design, Parsons School of Design 
https://adht.parsons.edu/historyofdesign/objectives/sara-little-turnbull/ 

●​ "Sara Little Turnbull." National Women’s History Museum. 
https://www.womenshistory.org/sara-little-turnbull 

●​  "How One Woman Inspired the Design for the N95 Mask." NPR. Aubrey, A. (May 21, 
2020). 
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/21/859991324/how-one-woman-inspired-the-design-for-the-
n95-mask 

●​ "Sara Little Turnbull." Parsons School of Design, The New School 
https://www.newschool.edu/parsons/profile/sara-little--turnbull/ 
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●​ Grimes, W. (September 7, 2015). "Sara Little Turnbull, Product Designer Inspired by 
Anthropology and Nature, Dies at 97." The New York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/08/business/sara-little-turnbull-product-designer-inspir
ed-by-anthropology-and-nature-dies-at-97.html 

●​ "Sara Little Turnbull Foundation Awards $200,000 to Benefit University of Washington 
Design." University of Washington Arts & Sciences. November 2018. 
https://artsci.washington.edu/news/2018-11/sara-little-turnbull-foundation-awards-20000
0-benefit-university-washington-design 

●​ "Designing the N95 Mask: Sara Little Turnbull’s Attention to Women Consumers." 
New-York Historical Society. 
https://www.nyhistory.org/blogs/designing-the-n95-mask-sara-little-turnbulls-attention-to-
women-consumers 

●​ Hinchliffe, E. (March 8, 2022). "These Women in History You’ve Never Heard of Helped 
Shape Today’s Design Careers." Fortune. 
https://fortune.com/2022/03/08/women-history-never-heard-of-design-careers-pioneers-
work-success-sara-little-paula-rees/ 

●​ McCormick, J. (September 18, 1997). "Mother of Invention: High-Energy, Well-Traveled 
Sara Little Turnbull Never Stops Creating." San Francisco Chronicle / SFGate. 
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/MOTHER-OF-INVENTION-High-energy-well-trav
eled-2808517.php 

●​ "Sara Little Foundation." Sara Little Foundation. 
https://saralittlefoundation.org/index.php/homepage-staging/ 

●​ "We Design: Online Exhibition — Sara Little Turnbull." Co-Design Collaborative. 
https://codesigncollaborative.org/we-design-online-exhibition/sara-little-turnbull/ 

●​ "Process of Change." Center for Design. https://centerfordesign.net/processofchange 
●​ Vereker, Helene. Beth Levine Shoes. New York: Stewart, Tabori & Chang, 1993. 

Retrieved via Internet Archive 
https://archive.org/details/isbn_2901581152653/page/100/mode/2up?q=“Sara+Little+Tur
nbull”  
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