
Deaf Awareness 
Week 

   
September 19-23, 2022 

​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

The purpose of Deaf Awareness Week is to increase public awareness of deaf issues, 
people, and culture. Activities and events throughout Deaf Awareness Week encourage 

individuals to come together as a community for both educational events and 
celebrations.  

 

 

 

 



​ Why Celebrate Deaf Awareness???​  ​  

Messages during Deaf Awareness Week include: 

​​ Celebrate the culture, heritage, and language unique to deaf people 
of the world.​
 

​​ Promote the rights of Deaf people throughout the world, including 
education for Deaf people, access to information and services, the 
use of sign languages, and human rights for Deaf people in 
developing countries.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​​ Recognize achievements of deaf people, including famous deaf 
individuals.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​​ Educate about the misconceptions of being deaf and the challenges 
the deaf population face during everyday life.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​​ Learn about types, degrees, and causes of hearing loss.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​​ Be exposed to sign language and other ways deaf and hard of 
hearing people communicate.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​​ Learn about the types of educational programs, support services, and 
resources that are available to the deaf and hard of hearing 
community, including children.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​​ Gain a better understanding of deaf culture.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​​ Understand that deaf and hard of hearing individuals are just as 
capable, able, and intelligent as hearing individuals. There is a 
difference in the way those that are deaf and hard of hearing 
communicate, but it is not a handicap or disability.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​​ (From Signing Savvy: https://www.signingsavvy.com/deafawarenessweek) ​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  



For more information related to Deaf 
Awareness Week please visit the following 
websites: 
Verywell.com is a health website: 
https://www.verywell.com/deaf-awareness-week-1046519  

National Deaf Children Society is a British website offering information 
and materials for families and professionals working with children with 
hearing loss. All the information is great, however, information about sign​
 Language is about British Sign Language and not American Sign 
Language.  

http://www.ndcs.org.uk/family_support/communication/deaf_awareness/ind
ex.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 



U.S. Post Office Honors ……. ​ ​ ​  ​  
In April of 2017, a two ounce (70¢) stamp with the image of leading educator in deaf 

education, Robert Panara, was released. He taught at the National 
Technical Institute for the Deaf at 

Rochester Institute of Technology. It coincides with the 200th 
anniversary of the 1817 founding of the American School for the 
Deaf in Hartford, Connecticut, according to the Postal Service. It is 
part of the 16th issue of the Distinguished Americans stamp series 
that began in 2000. 

Panara’s stamp differs from past stamps in that it features a full 
photograph. The stamp features a photograph of Panara signing 

the word “respect.” The stamp inscription “Teacher, Pioneer of Deaf Studies” is printed 
in white reading down from the upper-right corner. “Robert Panara” is printed along the 
bottom edge. 

Known and honored as a teacher, Robert Panara was a scholar of deaf culture, an 
interpreter of the arts, and a poet whose collection On His Deafness and Other 
Melodies Unheard was published in 1997. 

Panara lost his hearing at age 10 when he emerged from a 10-day coma brought about 
by spinal meningitis. Panara helped to establish the National Technical Institute for the 
Deaf in 1967 and joined the staff as its first deaf professor, developing the curriculum 
and founding the English and Theater programs. He taught classes that brought 
together hearing and deaf students. He was quoted as saying, “I used signs and I 
fingerspelled, talk, act, pantomime—you name it! I think the hearing students enjoy 
watching a ham like me. Maybe my voice is a little bit different, like it has an accent. But 
after the first couple of days, the hearing students became used to me.”  

Panara died in 2014 at the age of 94.  

 

 

 



Other Stamps that Honor Deaf Culture 

    

Ann Sullivan 
Ann Sullivan, who 
had a hearing loss 
herself, was 
honored on a 

15¢ stamp in 1980 
with her famous 
student, Helen 
Keller. 

​ ​  

 

Thomas H. 
Gallaudet  

Thomas H. 
Gallaudet, hearing, 
founded the 
American School 
for the Deaf. That is 
where Robert 
Panara learned to 
use sign language, 
Gallaudet is 
honored on a 20¢ 
stamp issued in 
1983. Gallaudet 
University, where 
Panara later 
studied and taught, 
was founded by 
Edward Gallaudet, 
the son of Thomas 
H. Gallaudet.  

 

Others  
Many deaf or 
partially deaf 
individuals have 
been honored on 
U.S. Stamps such 
as Thomas Edison, 
first on a 3¢ stamp 
issued in 1947 as 
well as founder of 
Girls Scouts, 
Juliette Gordon 
Low in 1948. 
In1995, there was 
anthropologist Ruth 
Benedict, on a 46¢ 
stamp.  

“I Love You”  
A se-tenant pair 
of29 cent stamps 
captioned 
“Recognizing 
Deafness and 
American Sign 
Language” was 
issued in 1993 with 
designs showing a 
mother signing “I 
love you” to her 
infant and a hand 
signing the same 
phrase.  
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Martha’s Vineyard 
A Utopia for the Deaf 

If you could create a deaf utopia or a place in which everything is perfect for Deaf 
people, what would it be like? At one time Deaf Utopia did exist. It was an isolated 
island off the Massachusetts coast - Martha's Vineyard. Some early Vineyard settlers 
carried a gene for deafness (the first known deaf one was Jonathan Lambert, 1694), 
and over years of marriage, generation after generation was born with hearing loss. At 
one point, one in four children was born deaf! There were so many deaf people on the 
Vineyard (most deaf lived in Chilmark) that residents developed a sign language, 
Martha's Vineyard Sign Language (MVSL). 

Martha's Vineyard Sign 
Language (MVSL) was a village 
sign language once widely used 
on the island of Martha's 
Vineyard by both deaf and 
hearing people in the community; 
consequently, deafness did not 
become a barrier to participation 
in public life. Sign language was 
so accepted on the Vineyard that 
a newspaper marveled in 1895 at 
the way the spoken and signed 
languages were used so freely 
and easily by both deaf and 
hearing residents. People moving to Chilmark had to learn sign language in order to live 
in the community. Deafness was so common that it was never considered to be a 
handicap. In Martha’s Vineyard, the deaf were considered equals, not second-class 
citizens, as many Deaf people today feel. No one considered deafness a disability, 
which is contrary to how deafness has historically been viewed throughout the world.  

Martha's Vineyard Sign Language is mostly dead today, but it has an important legacy. 
In the early 19th century, children from the island brought their language to America's 



first school for the deaf, where it mingled with French Sign Language and other 
colloquial home sign traditions creating much of the uniquely beautiful American Sign 
Language that exists today.  

Myth: Sign language is universal or the same all over the world.  

Fact:  American Sign Language is a visual-gestural language used by 
Deaf people in the United States and Canada. Nearly every country has its 
own sign languages. Sign languages, like spoken languages, can have 
regional dialects. Sign languages use grammar and syntax that differ from 
the spoken languages use in their countries of origin.  

 

Where Did We Get . . . . 
the huddle formation in football? 

It originated from the football team at Gallaudet 
University, a liberal arts college for deaf people in 
Washington, D.C. to prevent other schools from 
reading their sign language.  

hand signals for strikes and balls in baseball? 

Invented by William Hoy, an outfielder who was deaf 
and played for the five different major league teams 
as an outfielder for fifteen years. Hoy hit a 
grand-slam home run in 1901 which was the first 
ever grand-slam in the American League.  

the telephone? 

It was invented by Alexander Graham Bell, who 
was originally an instructor for deaf children. He 
invented the telephone to help his wife and moth- 
er who were deaf to hear.​​ ​ ​  



​  

Answers:  1-I, 2-G, 3-A, 4-F, 5-D, 6-B, 7-H, 8-E, 9-C 
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