
Scholarship and Grant Resources for Music Study 
 

Any level, including beginner 
●​ UMFA Scholarship: Provides $200 scholarships for flute students of all ages/levels who need financial assistance in 

pursuing lessons or summer music camps/master classes.  Students can receive repeat funding up to 3 times per 
year.  Application due March 15, July 15, Nov 15. https://www.umfaflutes.org/scholarship  

●​ Ann Bancroft Foundation:  Provides grants up to $1000 for K-12 students who identify as female and additional 
grants for previous grant recipients.  Applications due April 1 and October 1. Trailblazer grant: Previous Bancroft 
grant recipients can apply for a second grant for up to $2500. https://www.annbancroftfoundation.org/  

●​ Presbyterian Church of the Apostles Reparations Scholarship: Designed to assist Native-American and 
African-American students (including immigrants) in educational pursuits, including music lessons.  $500 for music 
lessons or $1000 for post-secondary education, renewable annually. See 2025 rev. policy, application.  Email Steven 
Johnson, Compassionate Justice Committee, s1ross@aol.com for current application and questions. Applications 
reviewed quarterly. 

●​ Etude for Youth: 6th/7th grade students at Capitol Hill Middle School are eligible for need-based scholarships 
through this program.  https://etudeforyouth.org/  

●​ GTCYS Launch Lessons: Supports Hispanic/Latinx or Black/African American students, beginning to advanced, grades 
2-11, who reside in Ramsey, Washington, or Dakota counties, who can’t otherwise afford private lessons.  Students 
commit to regular weekly private lessons with the goal of joining one of GTCYS’ school-year orchestras (which 
provide an awesome learning experience, and they have plenty of tuition assistance!).  
https://gtcys.org/programs/gtcys-launch-lessons  

●​ GTCYS Sponsored Lessons: For wind/brass/percussion students in the GTCYS program (any level).  Students receive 
weekly 30-minute lessons throughout the school year paid for by GTCYS, with the expectation that they will audition 
for the following GTCYS season (if not graduating). 

●​ GTCYS Pathway Musicians: Supports Hispanic/Latinx or Black/African American students in Twin Cities metro area, 
grades 5-10 at time of application, involved in or planning to audition for GTCYS school-year orchestras who are 
passionate about developing their musical skills.  Students receive funding to cover lessons/other expenses, and 
monthly mentoring (in addition to lessons), and they are expected to participate in certain programming (summer 
camps, performances, etc.).  https://gtcys.org/gtcys-pathway-musicians-program  

●​ MusicLink Foundation: Support offered for low-income students (e.g. summer camp scholarships, funding for music, 
instrument rentals; teacher must reduce rates by 50% for student to be eligible.  Info: 
https://www.musiclinkfoundation.org/  

●​ NAFME Scholarship Resource Page: Variety of music-related scholarships for students of various ages (including 
some for grades 4-12, even though the top of the page says high school junior/senior or college students). It also 
includes links to other pages listing music-related scholarship resources.  
https://nafme.org/student-opportunities/scholarships/  

 
 

School-aged students playing in youth orchestras/MYS wind symphony:  
●​ Orchestra Scholarships: Both GTCYS and MYS provide need-based tuition assistance for students who participate in 

their orchestra programs.  Both organizations are serious about removing barriers so that no student is turned away 
for financial reasons. 

 
 
Intermediate/advanced (school-aged) 
●​ TCMU (Twin Cities Musicians Union): Young Musicians Scholarship Fund:  Junior high, high school, college students 

eligible; must be 22 or younger.  Must show skills and inclination to become a professional musician in the future 
(should not currently be active professional).  Should demonstrate “extraordinary commitment and talent” and 
demonstrate financial need.  Must be sponsored by local TCMU member.  Scholarships help cover cost of attending 
summer music camps/schools.  https://tcmu.com/young-musicians-scholarship-fund-applications/  

●​ From the Top’s Learning and Media Lab Fellowship:  From the Top’s Learning and Media Lab Fellowship provides 
young musicians a space to explore life as an artist, content creation, and the power of community engagement. 
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Fellows also have the unique opportunity to share their performances and perspectives with a large national radio 
and digital audience. Joining a cohort of peers, Fellows complete a six-week online curriculum covering a range of 
topics. They explore career opportunities in the arts, audio production, community engagement, and more.  Open to 
musicians between the ages of 8–18 who have not enrolled in a college or conservatory.  Students are encouraged to 
apply during the summer.   Location: The Learning and Media Lab is entirely remote. Fellows will take part in online 
workshops and discussions. Scholarships: The Jack Kent Cooke Young Artist Award is a one-time, non-renewable, 
need-based award of up to $10,000 given in conjunction with full participation in From the Top’s Learning and Media 
Lab Fellowship.The funds can be applied toward instrument purchases, summer camp tuition, college audition travel 
expenses, private lessons, or other music-related needs. To learn more, visit fromthetop.org. 

●​ Luna Composition Lab Fellowship 
o​ The Luna Lab Fellowship offers one-on-one mentorship with a professional composer from October–June. 

During this time, fellows create an original work to be workshopped, premiered, and recorded by professional 
musicians from the International Contemporary Ensemble, our 25–26 Ensemble in Residence. Luna Lab fellows 
attend a culminating weeklong festival in NYC filled with masterclasses, networking events, professional 
development activities, and a high-profile public concert. The fellowship offers meaningful opportunities to 
connect with other young female, nonbinary, and gender-nonconforming composers. 

o​ Eligibility: Applicants must be age 13-18. Applicants must be female, nonbinary, or gender-nonconforming 
composers.  

o​  Program dates: October 1, 2025–June 30, 2026. Lessons are held twice per month; times are coordinated 
individually between fellows and mentors. 

o​ Application deadline: September 15, 2025 

o​ Tuition: $240/semester. Scholarships are available for students who demonstrate financial need. 
o​ Location: Video chat; culminates in weeklong festival in New York City in mid-late June 2026. 
o​ To learn more, visit www.lunacompositionlab.org/fellowships  

 
 
 

College/grad school 
●​ Chester E. & Marion D. Groth Scholarship Fund: Graduating high school seniors from MN high schools entering 

college as freshmen can apply for post-secondary tuition scholarships to pursue careers in music education, music 
performance, or music therapy.  Applications February, auditions March.  Details: 
www.richfieldumc.org/events/scholarships 

●​ Evergreen Club Scholarship: Every year The Evergreen Club awards four or more music scholarships in the amount of 
$2,000 to deserving Minnesota high school seniors who will continue their music studies in college. These 
scholarships are selected by audition. In the past 50 years, over $100,000.00 has been awarded to more than 100 
young band, choir, orchestra, fretted instrument and keyboard students.  Eligibility:  Applicants must currently be a 
Minnesota high school senior who plans to continue their music studies in college.  To apply:  Record a performance 
video of 1-2 solo pieces with accompaniment (5-7 minutes) and Music Scholarship Application Form. Dates:​
 Application deadline: Friday, April 4, 2025.  Winners announced: Friday, April 18.  Winners performance: Tuesday, 
May 13 (Bloomington, MN).  To learn more and apply, visit theevergreenclub.org. 

●​ Presbyterian Church of the Apostles Reparations Scholarship: see “any level” section. Up to $1000 annually for 
post-secondary education. 

●​ National Flute Association (NFA): Scholarship for first generation in college flutists: 
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarships/national-flute-association-first-generation-in-college-flute-scholarshi
p  

●​ AFM (Musicians Union) Scholarships: https://musicpf.org/home/scholarships/  
o​ Music’s Future Scholarship: For college students majoring in music; no union affiliation needed. 
o​ Music Family Scholarship: Children of AFM members attending college; any degree ok (music or not). 

●​ Union Plus:  Available for union members (not just musicians union) and their spouses and children pursuing 
post-secondary education.  https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/education/union-plus-scholarships  

●​ Music Forward Foundation: College juniors & seniors pursuing a career in music & live entertainment.  
https://musicforwardfoundation.org/programs/scholarships/  

●​ NAFME Scholarship Resource Page: See “any level” section 
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●​ Majoring in Music Scholarship directory: https://majoringinmusic.com/scholarships-for-music-majors/  
●​ UNIGO Website for music scholarships: https://www.unigo.com/scholarships/by-major/music-scholarships  
 
 
 

Adult 
●​ UMFA Scholarship: See “any level” section 
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