Collection: Irreplaceable in the AI Era™
"Because leadership begins with you"

This is not just another ebook.

It’s a practical guide for leaders who—amid the relentless
advance of technology and artificial intelligence—seek to
ensure that their leadership, decisions, and results remain
relevant and sustainable.

It was conceived and written from a place of deep
conviction—combining strategic clarity with the genuine love for positive impact, the
personal power that comes from lived experience, and the essence of leading with integrity.
Every concept, framework, and tool included here has been chosen with a single purpose:
to deliver real value that can tangibly transform the way you lead and generate results.

Experience shows that most failed transformations don’t fall short because of technical
limitations, but because of invisible factors that silently erode performance: internal
resistance, cultural misalignment, loss of strategic focus, or lack of team commitment.
These rarely appear in the metrics—yet they determine the success or failure of any
initiative.
In this guide, you’ll find actionable tools and frameworks to help you:

e Identify and anticipate risks that can slow or derail your strategy.

e Protect and strengthen your leadership capacity in high-disruption environments.

e Use technology—including Al—as a multiplier of results, not as a replacement.

e Stay competitive without compromising your team’s cohesion or your
organization’s future.

This resource is available in PDF format for quick reference. If you prefer the editable
version, you’ll find a link to the download center at the end, where you can get it in Word
format and adapt it to your needs. A new ebook will be added to the collection every
week—until all 25 are complete. Simply visit the download center to see what’s new each
week.

If these words have reached you, it’s likely not by chance. You are in the right position, at
the right time, and in the right circumstances for this information to make a real difference.
And as you put it into practice, you may discover it could also spark transformation in
others.

Because in today’s era, real value lies not just in the technology you use—but in your
ability to lead with vision, precision, and purpose.
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Central Theme

Update the Talent Strategy

Focus

How to: (1) build disciplined succession plans, (2) develop future skills at speed and
scale, (3) retain critical talent, (4) attract the strategic profiles you truly need, and (5)
design a culture that reliably delivers objectives.

Getting Started

Why this matters now

e Markets shift faster than job architectures.

e Skills half-life is shrinking; the internal pipeline must move as fast as hiring.

e (ritical roles create asymmetric value; losing one key expert can pause entire
roadmaps.

e (ulture is how decisions happen when leaders are not in the room—it must be
intentionally designed to support strategy.

Five objectives of this guide

Establish risk-aware succession for pivotal roles.

Build a future-skills engine tied to strategy, not trends.

Reduce flight risk with evidence-based retention.

Hire strategic profiles with precision and time-to-value in mind.

Align culture, rituals, and incentives with measurable business outcomes.

M S

How to use this guide
Run one module per week. Publish outputs, owners, and a 30/60/90 plan. Review progress
monthly with the executive team and quarterly with the board or governance committee.
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MODULE — Update the Talent Strategy

1) Succession Planning

Definition

Succession planning is the systematic identification and development of potential
successors for roles that are pivotal to business continuity and growth—supported by clear
risk thresholds, readiness criteria, and development paths.

Practical Framework — S.P.A.R.K.

e Scope pivotal roles: Use value at risk and single-point-of-failure logic, not just
hierarchy.

e Pipeline visibility: Map internal successors, external benches, and readiness bands
(Ready Now / <12 months / 12—24 months).

® Assess & accelerate: Calibrate performance, potential, and risk; design targeted
development.

e Risk scenarios: Model departures, leaves, and scale-up scenarios; define interim
coverage.

e Keep governance: Quarterly reviews, talent councils, and board-level oversight.

What makes a role “pivotal”?

e Magnifies revenue, safety, compliance, or customer trust.
e Controls knowledge that is scarce and hard to replace.
e (Coordinates many teams or unique external relationships.

Applied Example (caso hipotético)

A fintech identifies 21 pivotal roles across engineering, risk, and partnerships. A “Ready
Now” bench covers only 28% of them; two roles have no identified successor. In 90 days
they run targeted development (rotation + mentorship + simulations) and contract two
interim options for the uncovered roles. After six months, coverage rises to 71% and
time-to-backfill shortens by 45%.

Team Exercise — Succession Risk Review (120 minutes)

e Objective: Produce an executive-approved succession map for all pivotal roles.

e Roles: CHRO (A), People Partners (R), Business Unit Leads (R), Finance (C),
Legal/Compliance (C), CEO (I).

e Inputs: Org chart, risk register, performance & potential calibration, attrition data,
market benchmarks.
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1. Agree on pivotal role criteria and list roles.
2. For each role, identify Ready Now / <12m / 12-24m successors
(internal/external).
3. Rate flight risk and business impact; model scenarios.
4. Approve development plans and interim coverage.
5. Assign owners and quarterly review cadence.
e Deliverables: Succession map + development tracker + risk heatmap.

Template — Succession Map (9-Box Ready Grid)

Development Interim Flight
Role  Successor Readiness Ac til())ns Coverase Risk Owner Review
8¢ wmm
Rotation to External
Head of <12 Credit; interim via
Risk M. Rivera executive . M CHRO Quarterly
. months . _retained
Analytics mentor; scenario
firm
war-games
Checklist
e | Pivotal roles defined by value at risk, not only hierarchy.
o | Atleast two potential successors per pivotal role (internal/external).
e | Readiness bands and development actions documented.
o« I Interim coverage named and contractable within 30 days.
o« | Quarterly talent councils and board visibility scheduled.
Suggested KPIs

Bench coverage (% pivotal roles with >1 Ready Now successor); time-to-backfill; %
successors with active development plan; internal fill rate; leadership continuity incidents
avoided.
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2) Future Skills Development

Definition

Future skills development is the continuous design, delivery, and validation of learning
pathways that build the capabilities the strategy needs next—measured by on-the-job
outcomes, not course completions.

Practical Framework — F.U.T.U.R.E.

e Forecast capabilities: Translate strategy into a skills architecture (build, borrow,
buy).

Unite learning & work: 70/20/10—projects, coaching, structured content.

Target roles: Define skill standards per role level and product line.

Upskilling loops: Labs, hack days, certifications, and practice sandboxes.

ROI & readiness: Tie pathways to productivity, quality, risk, and time-to-autonomy.
Evidence: Use skill verification (observations, simulations, code review, case
demos).

Applied Example (caso hipotético)

A manufacturer moving to smart factories needs data, automation, and reliability skills.
They create three pathways (Data for Operators, Maintenance Automation, Reliability
Engineering). Skill verification uses on-line simulations and supervisor observations tied
to defect rates and MTBF. Within nine months, unplanned downtime drops 22% and
first-pass yield rises 7%.

Team Exercise — SKkill Architecture Sprint (150 minutes)

e Objective: Produce role-based skill standards and two pilot pathways.
e Roles: L&D (R), CTO/COOQO (C), HRBP (C), Product/Ops Leaders (A), Frontline
Managers (R), QA (C).
e Inputs: Strategic roadmap, process KPIs, current capability surveys,
safety/compliance needs.
e Steps:
1. Identify priority capabilities for the next 12—18 months.
2. Draft skill standards per role level (Novice — Proficient — Expert).
3. Select two pilot pathways; design practice + verification.
4. Define 30/60/90 rollout and reporting cadence.
e Deliverables: Skill standards + two pathway blueprints + verification rubrics.
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Template — Role Skill Matrix

. Standard Verification .
Role Skill (N/P/E) Method Owner  Next Action
Reliability Root-cause . Case simulation + Ops Shadow two
. . Proficient . Academy .
Engineer analysis lead review audits
Lead
Template — Learning Pathway (30/60/90)
Horizon  Objective Activities Coach/Mentor Evidence Gate
Apply basic 2 micro-courses + Dashboard Sien-o
30 days analytics to line coached Process Lead screenshot + ffg
data mini-project commentary

Checklist
o« I Capabilities derived explicitly from strategy and product roadmap.
e | Skill standards written per role and level.
e | Practice environments and verification rubrics exist.
o« Managers coach and sign off; HRIS/LMS records evidence.
o« I Pathways have KPIs linked to operations and quality.
Suggested KPIs

% critical roles with defined skill standards; time-to-autonomy for new skills; verification
pass rates; productivity/quality deltas; internal mobility rate into growth roles.
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3) Retention of Critical Talent

Definition

Retention is the proactive management of flight risk for roles, teams, and individuals
whose departure would materially harm outcomes—combining experience design,
growth, rewards, mobility, and meaningful work.

Practical Framework — R.E.T.A.L.N.

Risk map: Identify critical talent and quantify flight risk (signals + manager input).
Experience & meaning: Diagnose blockers (tools, workload, recognition, purpose).
Total rewards: Market alignment, differentiated equity/bonuses for pivotal impact.
Accelerated growth: Stretch roles, mentorship, sponsored projects.

Internal mobility: Short-path moves; talent marketplaces; clear job architecture.
Narratives & rituals: Leaders tell the “why,” celebrate impact, and solicit feedback.

Applied Example (caso hipotético)

A data science team shows rising recruiter outreach and stalled promotions. HR sets a
Retain-10 program: market adjustments, principal track with technical prestige,
quarterly “impact demos,” and sponsored rotations to product squads. Attrition among the
10 drops from 18% to 4% YoY; model accuracy and deployment speed improve.

Team Exercise — Flight-Risk Huddle (60 minutes)

e Objective: Intervene on top flight risks with personalized plans.
e Roles: HRBP (R), Line Manager (A), Compensation (C), L&D (C), Talent Mobility
(©).
e Inputs: Performance data, engagement survey, external offers/market ranges,
workload metrics.
e Steps:
1. Identify Top 10 at risk in pivotal roles.
2. Diagnose causes (manager interview + signals).
3. Approve retention levers (rewards, growth, mobility, experience).
4. Set next-check dates and success metrics.
e Deliverables: Individual Retention Plans + 90-day review.
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Template — Retention Risk Register

Flight
Name/Role Pivotal?  Risk Signals Interventions Owner Review
(L/M/H)
External .
A. Chen / Staff Yes H offers, Nr[flri{le ta?(?rzii VP Eng Monthl
ML Engineer stalled P p . + HRBP Y
scope product rotation

Checklist
o« | Pivotal roles and individuals identified with consistent criteria.
o« Personalized plans mix rewards + growth + mobility + experience.
o | Managers coached on stay conversations.
o | Progress reviewed monthly; escalate blockers early.
o« Recognition rituals reinforce contributions and purpose.
Suggested KPIs

Critical-talent attrition; time-to-mitigate for high risks; % pivotal roles with retention plans;
internal mobility rate from risk to growth roles; engagement score among critical talent.
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4) Attraction of Strategic Profiles

Definition

Strategic hiring is the precision match between the roles that shift outcomes and the people
who can deliver them—optimized for quality of hire and time-to-value, not only
time-to-fill.

Practical Framework — M.A.G.N.E.T.

Market map: Where the talent actually is (companies, communities, geographies).
A-player definition: Role scorecards with outcome-based indicators.

Growth story: Narrative and EVP that resonate with the target profile.

Network sourcing: Referrals, communities, alumni, open source, conferences.
Efficient funnel: Structured interviews, work samples, bias-aware practices.
Time-to-value: Onboarding mapped to 30/60/90 deliverables.

Applied Example (caso hipotético)

A health-tech company needs a Head of Clinical Data Partnerships. A fresh scorecard
centers on signed health-system MOUs and data-sharing governance. They target
specific geographies with established HIE networks, recruit via peer referrals and clinical
data forums, and require a case simulation on governance trade-offs. The hire lands in six
weeks; in 90 days, two data-sharing pilots are live.

Team Exercise — Strategic Hiring Sprint (120 minutes)

e Objective: Produce a market map, scorecard, and 60-day sourcing plan for one role.
e Roles: Hiring Manager (A), Talent Acquisition Lead (R), HRBP (C), Finance (C),
Diversity & Inclusion (C).

e Inputs: Business case, role outcomes, compensation bands, competitor talent pools.
e Steps:

1. Draft scorecard (outcomes + competencies + culture adds).

2. Build market map and first-wave outreach list.

3. Design structured assessments (work sample, case, peer panel).

4. Approve onboarding 30/60/90 with stakeholders.
e Deliverables: Role Scorecard + Market Map + Sourcing Plan + Onboarding plan.
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Template — Role Scorecard (Outcome-Based)

Business .
Role Outcomes  Competencies Culture — p ct-Haves Tice-to-Ha
Adds ves
(6-12m)
3 signed .
Head of MOUs; Negotiation, Bqllder ) Prior
.. . mindset; Startup
Clinical Data governance  health data policy, . health-system .
. clarity under . experience
Partnerships  model rolled  partner mgmt 7 partnerships
ambiguity
out
Template — Onboarding 30/60/90 (Time-to-Value)
Horizon Objective Deliverables Stakeholders Evidence Risk/Support
30 davs Map partner  Target list + CEOQ, Legal, CRM Exec
Y landscape meeting schedule  Product entries sponsorship

Checklist

e | Scorecards define business outcomes, not just duties.

e | Candidate experience includes structured, fair assessments.

o« | Sourcing taps communities and referrals, not only job boards.

o« | Onboarding defines time-to-value deliverables and support.

o« Diversity goals embedded in sourcing and slate reviews.
Suggested KPIs

Quality of hire (6-month performance vs. benchmark); time-to-value; diversity of slates and
hires; candidate NPS; offer acceptance rate; referral rate.
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5) Culture Aligned with Objectives

Definition

Culture is the consistent pattern of behaviors, decisions, and rituals that shape
performance. Alignment means those behaviors increase the probability of hitting
strategic objectives.

Practical Framework — C.U.L.T.U.R.E.

Clarity: Translate strategy into 3—5 non-negotiable behaviors.

Unblockers: Remove friction (tools, policies, approvals).

Leadership modeling: Senior leaders practice and visibly reinforce behaviors.
Team rituals: Cadences (stand-ups, demos, postmortems) that encode behaviors.
Understanding (data): Feedback loops—engagement, pulses, customer NPS, quality.
Recognition & consequences: Celebrate living the behaviors; address violations.
Experimentation: Small bets with learning reviews.

Applied Example (caso hipotético)

A regional bank needs faster product delivery without compromising risk. They define four
behaviors: decide with data, escalate early, teach while doing, own the customer
promise. Approvals drop from five to three, weekly demos become mandatory, and leaders
narrate decisions publicly. Release cycle time improves 30% with stable risk metrics.

Team Exercise — Strategy-to-Behaviors Workshop (90 minutes)

e Objective: Convert the annual plan into 3—5 codified behaviors with rituals and

metrics.

e Roles: CEO/COO (A), HR/People (R), Functional Leaders (R), Comms (C), Legal
©).

e Inputs: Strategy map, key metrics, policy inventory, employee feedback.

e Steps:

1. Identify objective — behavior links.
2. Remove policy blockers and redundant approvals.
3. Define rituals and recognition mechanisms.
4. Publish behaviors with owner + metric + story.
e Deliverables: Culture Code 1-pager + implementation plan.
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Template — Objective—Behavior Alignment Matrix

Objective Requn:ed Current Ritual/Mechanism  Metric Owner
Behavior Blocker
Reduce release Dec1.de with 5 approvals; Weekly demos + Leacl' .
cvele time 30% data; escalate  unclear 2-gate review time; fail COO
y early thresholds rate

Checklist
o« | Behaviors are observable and linked to objectives.
o« | Blockers removed or simplified with policy changes.
o | Leaders model and narrate the behaviors.
e ' Ritualsand recognition make behaviors visible weekly.
e | Feedback loops show adoption and outcomes.
Suggested KPIs

Behavior adoption index; policy removal count; cadence adherence (e.g., demo %);
time-to-decision; outcome metrics linked to each behavior (quality, NPS, cycle time,
margin).
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Global Templates & Tools

(Each includes one sample row + one blank.)
A) Prioritization Rubric (Impact x Effort)

Impact  Effort _ . . . Next
(1-5) (1-5) Priority Responsible Date

Initiative Milestone
2 High L&D Publish v1 05/09

Skill standards for top

5
5 roles
B) RACI Matrix (Talent Strategy)

Activity R A C I Deliverable Date
Approve succession map HRBP Leads CEO/COO Finance, Legal Board Signed map 20/09

C) KPI Board

KPI Definition Target Baseline Frequency Owner Source
Bench % pivotal roles with >1 0 0 Talent
coverage  Ready Now successor 5% 28% Quarterly - CHRO Council
D) Human-Cultural Risk Map

. Probability Impact PN
Risk (H/M/L) (H/M/L) Mitigation Owner Status

Loss of Staff ML Retain-10 program; VP In

. H H principal track; market
Engineers adjust Eng  progress

E) 30—-60-90 Plan (per role)

Horizon Objective Actions Responsible  Indicators  Deliverable
L Value-at-risk .
30 days Pub11§h pivotal review + council CHRO List approved Pivotal roles
role list . doc
sign-off
. . Pass rates;
60 days Lgunch two Deslgn + pilots + L&D manager Pathway
skill pathways verification . playbooks
sign-offs
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Horizon Objective Actions Responsible  Indicators  Deliverable

Reduce high Interventions + HRBP + Attrition Retain-10

90 days g(l)‘(f:‘/h trisk by mobility moves Managers among Top 10 report
0

Recommended digital tools
HRIS with skills profiles, ATS with structured scorecards, LXP/LMS for pathways and

evidence, BI dashboards for KPIs, talent marketplace for mobility, survey tools for pulses,
and collaboration suites for ritual tracking.
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Summary & Next Steps

In the next 90 days you can:

Approve a succession map and interim coverage for all pivotal roles.

Publish role skill standards and launch two future-skills pathways with
verification.

Execute a Retain-10 plan for the highest-risk experts.

Run a Strategic Hiring Sprint for one critical leadership role and onboard to
time-to-value.

Codify 3-5 behaviors that directly support this year’s objectives and remove two
policy blockers.

Next-Steps Checklist (tabla obligatoria)

Proximo paso Responsable Plazo Estado Observaciones

Sign succession map CEO + CHRO DD/MM Abierto Include external interim options
Publish skill standards

(v

Launch Retain-10 HRBP DD/MM Abierto

L&D Lead  DD/MM Abierto Verify against quality KPIs

Mix rewards + mobility +
growth

Hiring Sprint (role X) TA Lead DD/MM Abierto Scorecard + market map ready
Culture Code 1-pager COO +HR DD/MM Abierto Add recognition rituals
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Self-Assessment (15 questions)
Rate 1-5 (1 = Strongly Disagree, 5 = Strongly Agree).

We have a published list of pivotal roles based on value at risk.

Each pivotal role has at least one Ready Now successor.

Interim coverage for pivotal roles can be activated within 30 days.
Skill standards exist for top growth roles and are reviewed quarterly.
Our learning pathways include practice + verification, not only content.
Managers regularly conduct coaching and sign-off on new skills.

We maintain a Retention Risk Register for critical talent.

Personalized retention plans mix rewards, mobility, and growth.

. We measure quality of hire and time-to-value, not only time-to-fill.

10. Scorecards are outcome-based and used consistently in hiring.

11. Diverse slates are a standard checkpoint for strategic roles.

12. Culture is documented as behaviors + rituals + metrics, not slogans.
13. We remove policy blockers that slow decisions and learning.

14. Talent dashboards are reviewed monthly by executives.

15. Talent outcomes (bench coverage, time-to-autonomy, retention) influence budget
allocation.

XA B LD —

Scoring (sum 15-75) & guidance

o 15-34 (Low): Start with Succession Risk Review and Skill Architecture Sprint;
set minimum governance and data.

e 35-54 (Medium): Launch two pathways with verification; run Retain-10; codify
behaviors and remove blockers.

e 55-75 (High): Scale mobility marketplace, tie leadership incentives to talent KPIs,
and expand evidence-based hiring.
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Glossary (15 terms)

l.

Rl N

w ok

Pivotal Role: A position whose absence would materially harm outcomes.
Bench Coverage: Availability of successors ready within defined timeframes.
Readiness Band: “Ready now,” “<12 months,” or “12-24 months” to assume a
role.

Value at Risk: Potential loss if a role or person is unavailable.

Skill Standard: Observable behaviors that define proficiency at a skill by role
level.

Verification Rubric: Criteria used to confirm real-world skill application.
Time-to-Autonomy: Time until a new hire or learner delivers independently.
Flight Risk: Probability that a valuable employee will leave.

Retention Risk Register: Document tracking critical talent risks and interventions.

. Outcome-Based Scorecard: Hiring evaluation anchored on business results.

. Time-to-Value: Time until a hire produces agreed outcomes.

. Talent Council: Cross-functional forum that governs succession and mobility.

. Mobility Marketplace: System for transparent internal moves and gigs.

. Behavioral Rituals: Recurring practices that embed culture (demos, postmortems).
. Culture Code: One-pager linking objectives, behaviors, rituals, and metrics.
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Final Note of Gratitude

Thank you for dedicating time and focus to this material. Each concept and tool here was
designed to provide clarity and strategic vision.

The fact that you are here—investing in yourself and your organization—is proof of
leadership commitment.

Remember: true impact comes not only from learning but from applying and sharing it.
May this guide support wiser decisions, deeper conversations, and more meaningful
transformations.

Reference to the HBT PORTAL™

The place where each week you will find:

. Practical ebooks.
« {3 Podcast summaries on Spotify.
« ¥, Videos on YouTube.

All designed to connect innovation with the human.

% HBT PORTAL™
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https://sites.google.com/view/javiersimpleman/bp6_recursos_en

	Collection: Irreplaceable in the AI Era™ 

