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CHAPTER 1

W‘ ]qﬂfnfﬂ Introduction

"Grammar resembles the water in the ocean. I know as much as there 1s water
In this flask, while you know no more than the drop on this tip of kusa grass."'
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The word ¥8%] means: ¥83%] and 1t

becomes ¥4 - “at the end”
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A After &1, A, 31, ¥, X and | we
use

For example 1n qaﬁl from Lesson
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These spelling rules are not carved
In stone

41 & ™| are not mentioned
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Colloquial: mostly ™
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My MA Thesis
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A Drop from the Ocean;
Introduction to Indigenous Tibetan Grammar

Through an Insider's Perspective
by

Franziska Oertle

A THESIS
SUBMITTED TO THE CENTRE FOR BUDDHIST STUDIES
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE

DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS IN BUDDHIST STUDIES
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Retold in Thich Nhat Hanh's inimitably beautiful style,
this book traces the Buddha's life over the course of
80 years—partly through the eyes of Svasti, the
buffalo boy, and partly through the eyes of the
Buddha himself. Old Path White Clouds is a classic of
religious literature.
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Descending from Tusita heaven
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Turning the Wheel of the Dharma
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Going to the essence of awakening
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After memorizing vocabulary, I rested.
I rested after I memorized vocabulary.

After I memorized vocabulary, I rested.
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6) The doctor said that betfore doing the

operation, one needs to investigate thoroughly



whether the bone of the smallest toe 1s really

broken or not. (H)
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7) Last year when I was in the middle of having a

nice (lit. relaxed) nap under a beautiful tree in the

forest, since a poisonous snake bit me I had to go to

the hospital.



8) If you ask me, when being on pilgrimage, before
entering the temple to make a donation, it is a greater
blessing if you first do a few circumambulations while

doing daily recitation. (h)

()
/-



9) On the third day of the New Year, after doing the 3N=aRa|
ritual at the V%55 3] monastery, you really need to come to my
home and then take pictures of the beautiful pastry such as the

“donkey ears” which I have placed on the house shrine. (H)
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10) Given my older sister understood what the downfalls
of being stingy are after hearing a Dharma talk on

generosity, now she is not tight fisted at all. (H)
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