
Building the Sci-Fi Idea Bank 
Not Boring 

 

I built a spreadsheet with 3,567 sci-fi ideas, lovingly pulled from Technovelgy, updated to 

include whether they’ve been built, when, by whom, and what the product is, plus some 

additional notes and whether they’re mainly bits or atoms.  

 

You can find it here: Sci-Fi Idea Bank. 

 

Figuring out how to build it using ChatGPT and Claude was half the fun, so I’m sharing my 

process here.  

 

First, I copied and pasted all of the information from Technovelgy into Excel and uploaded it to 

ChatGPT’s Code Interpreter: 

 

 

 

Then, I tried to convince ChatGPT to fill out the whole sheet with the additional info I wanted. 

It did not.  

 

https://www.notboring.co/
http://www.technovelgy.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit#gid=568223314


 

ChatGPT Code Interpreter 

 

We went back and forth for hours, trying everything. We batched into groups of 50, then 40, 

then 30, then 20, then 10. It did better 10 at a time, but it forgot what it was doing when I tried 

to scale it back up. I gave it examples to serve as general rules, and it applied those specific 

examples, but not the general rules.  

 

Eventually, I gave up on getting ChatGPT to fill out the sheet, and just got it to format it. Still 

pretty impressive and useful.  

 

 

Formatted Output from ChatGPT Code Interpreter 

 

On a prayer, I tried going back to Anthropic’s Claude, which has a longer context window. I 

couldn’t upload the whole Excel like I could with Code Interpreter, but I discovered that I could 

copy and paste in big chunks with instructions.  

 

https://claude.ai


 

Anthropic’s Claude 

 

With 3,567 ideas to work through, I copied in ~100 at a time, copied the outputs, Paste Special’ed 

them as Text into Excel, and voila. A table started shaping up.  

 



 

Claude Outputs in Excel 

 

Because of how much text I was pasting in and getting back, I ran into limits with Claude and 

was told to come back at 5pm, then 9pm, then 1am. So I created a second Claude account, 

popped it up in an incognito window, and fed each Claude one year’s worth of sci-fi ideas at a 

time.  

 



 

Anthropic’s Claude 

 

Once I pasted all of the responses all into Excel to format, I moved them over to Google Sheets, 

cleaned up some column issues (it’s still not perfect), and created the Sci-Fi Idea Bank. 

 

Finally, I pulled some stats. Like: 26% of ideas have been built, and ideas involving bits (32.4%) 

were more likely to come true than those involving atoms (23.7%).  Or: Philip K. Dick is the 

GOAT, with 152 ideas on the list, 52 of which have been built.  

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit?usp=sharing


 

Sci-Fi Idea Stats 
 
Note: this is still not perfect by any means. There are still formatting issues. Claude missed a 

bunch of things. There are some things that have been made that it didn’t catch, and I didn’t 

catch nearly all of its misses. It gave broad credit instead of specific companies and products in 

a lot of cases. It didn’t categorize bits and atoms the way I would have in some cases.  

 

But all-in-all, once we got humming, it felt like I was living inside a sci-fi novel. It’s 

mind-blowing that ChatGPT could clean up an Excel file with some simple instructions, and 

that Claude could understand weird old sci-fi ideas well enough to run them through its training 

data and understand, for the most part, which had come true in some form and which hadn’t.  

 

I’m going to keep cleaning it up. I locked the main sheet, but I added a “Hivemind” sheet that 

you can edit if you want to help update it, correct it, add color, highlight the startups working on 

certain sci-fi ideas, or copy it and extend it in any way. 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit?usp=sharing

