Building the Sci-Fi Idea Bank

Not Boring

I built a spreadsheet with 3,567 sci-fi ideas, lovingly pulled from Technovelgy, updated to
include whether they've been built, when, by whom, and what the product is, plus some

additional notes and whether they're mainly bits or atoms.

You can find it here: Sci-Fi Idea Bank.

Figuring out how to build it using ChatGPT and Claude was half the fun, so I'm sharing my

process here.

First, I copied and pasted all of the information from Technovelgy into Excel and uploaded it to

ChatGPT’s Code Interpreter:

Date Device Name (Novel Author) Date Device Name (Novel Author]

16534 Waightiessnass (Kepler) (trom Somakm (The Draam) by Johannes Kepler) sieightlessness (Kepler! [from Somnlum {The Oream) by sohannes Keplerl
The natian that there could be a location with zera efiective gravity. 1634 The notion thal tham could e 3 locaticn wih 2em sffectve gravty.

1630 ‘Waightiessness in Space (frem The Man in the Moane by Franci Godwin) ‘wieightlessness in Space (from The hMan in the Moone by Francis Gedwin)
Thes appears 1o be the fret descripton of the idea of weighliesaness in space 1638 This 1o be the of the idea. n space.

1638 Tram The ban in the M Erargi i)

ann:mnnynmmymnm 1638 qu-.nmm |nlmw,'oomcuw\o
1687 Moon Machine ifrom A Voyage to the fioon by Cyranc de Bererach Moon b LA 1o the WMooe by Cyrare de Bergerac]

A dervice that could power & man from the suriace of the Earth (o tFst of the Moan, BT A duvice #iat could power & man from tha surface of the Earth 1o that o the Moon,
1705 Cogitator (The Chair of ReRection (irom The Consolifator by Daniel Dafos) itat F Radl en Th riel

A denvice which improves the ratianalfy of the thinking processes. 1708 Aa«mwﬁmmm u o 1 the thinking pocussses.
1726 Geometric Modeling ifrom Guliver's Traveis by Jonaman Switt) o Ggametnc Medeling (from & Travels by Jooathan Swift)

The firsd recorded use of geamelric igures o drecly represent, or modsd, living beings. 1726 The s of geametric fig 1. or model, kving baings.
1726 mmww Kncwledge Engine {irom Gulltver's Trawels I:\'Jn:nal'\nSm tl

cr wnte books 1725 The fist méerence to & machine that coud create sentences or wrile books.

726 Bio-Energy {from Gulivers Iravels by Jonathan Swift) Big-Ersegy (from Gulliver's Travels by Jorathan Swift)

The frs ic malerials szanfim

! " o matariais.
1726 MWMJ Lagua [from Gulliver's Trawels by Jonathen Swift]
g island or rock in e ak. 1728 A faaiing island ar rack in the &,

1727 Androide {from Cyclpasdia by Ephmim Chambers) A i §2 by Egheaim Cha \

Adesce g e e W f e sk Hfom Gyl b Eqhe o v e
1828 Steam-Pra - et ) 1TZT A davice Pavving the Farm e Banass of 8 =an

rdloary resiounces hor mm‘m e rlate pow hs‘ e steam-Prapefied Mowing Houses {from The Mummyl A Tale of the Twenty-5econd Century by fane Webb Loudon)
F 1820 widences thal mowe pincn, powered by sinam
'
1828 Bamu ol Alrifram :-;‘: M\m:‘?:: Tal ot ihe IML»;HC"?:%WIW‘H Silng Yokl Lovdon) Barrels of Air {from The Mummid A Tale of e Twenty-Second Cantury by Jane Wb Loudon]
. 1BZ8 A very sarty mention of a means for breatting once above the Earti's atmospher.

1828 MMMWLAMM y-Spcond Cenfury by Jane Webb Loudon) . 1 don)

A Sysham af sanding msl quickly srom KT 1 v ia sheam-cannon-powaned halow Sehanss. Mail-Pest Lettor-Ball [from Tha Mumenyl & Tale of th Teenty-Sacand Gentury by 1ane Wabl Louden 4
1828 Stage Balloon (from The Mumyf A Talk of the Twenly-Secand Century by Jane Wbk Loudan) JEEA3 A ajutasm 1 Al mall o ke o T K v Vi SfmAvumat prvvm i ot mparna.

Areguiar means of conveyance, ike a tran or carriage. Lo Balloon (from The Mummyl A Tale of the Twenty-Second Century by lars Webb Loudan]

Then, I tried to convince ChatGPT to fill out the whole sheet with the additional info I wanted.
It did not.


https://www.notboring.co/
http://www.technovelgy.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit#gid=568223314
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This is & list of thousands of ideas from sci-8, with the date they appeared, the source, the
authar, and a brief description. This is going to take  litthe work, but would you be able to
look through all of them and identify which have come true, and if they have, what year, by

e

wh, and what the preduset is? RSP
il gkl mvaranai: We can SSprsch 48 i Bavac o
| Visnual Anslysa: | car sau Ao nEnaynng & et ! e
@ Cartainly, | can help you analyze the data, but given the potertial size and complexity of the
file, it might be more efficient to approach this step by step

Wik you like me ko first inspect the contents of the file and provide 8 summary, including
the numizer of entries and the structure of the data® Then we can proceed based on that
infarmation.

Frvshe wosking Showwerk v

It appears that the file may have some farmatting issues, a5 the collimn names are nat
propery identified. The data seems to begin from the second row, and the relevant columns
miighit b thee "D, “Device Name {Novel Author),” and a descriplion column (which
appears to be unnamed)

Lat's proceed by chasning up the data to identify the relevant calumns. and the tofal number
of entries, Shall we?

n Saunds gaod. Yes, formatting is weird. For each entry, the year ['Date’) is merped across two
raws, the first of which has *Device Mame (Movel Author!® and the second of which has the
descriptian.
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ChatGPT Code Interpreter

We went back and forth for hours, trying everything. We batched into groups of 50, then 40,
then 30, then 20, then 10. It did better 10 at a time, but it forgot what it was doing when I tried
to scale it back up. I gave it examples to serve as general rules, and it applied those specific

examples, but not the general rules.

Eventually, I gave up on getting ChatGPT to fill out the sheet, and just got it to format it. Still

pretty impressive and useful.
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Formatted Output from ChatGPT Code Interpreter

On a prayer, I tried going back to Anthropic’s Claude, which has a longer context window. I
couldn’t upload the whole Excel like I could with Code Interpreter, but I discovered that I could

copy and paste in big chunks with instructions.


https://claude.ai

Filling in the blanks of a sci-fi invention timeline ~

paste.txt
19.58 KB

TXT
This is a list of sci-fi ideas. Can you help me fill in the blank calumns, including whether
it was built, by whom, what the product was, the first year it was made, and whether it @
relates to atoms, bits, or both (use both sparingly)?

Here are my best guesses for filling in the missing columns:

Date Device Name Novel Author Description Built? By Whom? Product First
Year Made Additional Details Bits or Atoms?

1930 Spherical Tires The Death's Head Meteor Neil R. Jones Tires that are shaped
like balls, rather than like squat cylinders. Yes Goodyear Goodyear Spherical Tires
1987 Initially tested in moon rovers, later adapted for Earth vehicles. Atoms

1930 Low-scale Detectors Brigands of the Moon Ray Cummings Maagnifies even
the smallest sound. Yes Acoustica Sensound Mini-Mic 1956 Used by spies to
amplify faint sounds. Atoms

1930 Asteroid Space Flyer The Death's Head Meteor Meil R. Jones Specialized
one-man craft for exploring asteroids. No - - - Still purely fictional. -

1930 Face-Plate Skylark Three E.E.'Doc' Smith The transparent front of a space
suit helmet. Yes NASA Apollo Space Suit 1969 Used on moon missions. Atoms
1930 Artificial Island For Ocean Rocket Launch Between Earth and Moon  Otfrid von

Hanstein An entirely artificial, floating island used as a launch platform. No - - - Not
yet built, -

1930 Space-Walkers The Universe Wreckers Edmond Hamilton Tall cylinders with
a window at eye-level, and pincer-claws controlled by the wearer. No - - - Still
fictional. -

1930 Asteroid From Qutside Solar System Brigands of the Moon Ray Cummings An
asteroid or similar body that comes from outside the solar system; an interstellar body.
No - - - No confirmed observations yet. -

1931 Televisiophone Islands of Space John W. Campbell A device that combines
picture with sound for personal communication. Yes AT&T Picturephone 1964

First commercial videophone service. Bits

1931 Control Disk The Slave Ship From Space A.R.Holmes Mot Provided No -
- = Purpose not specified. -

1931 Ultra-Telescope Ray The Moon Weed Harl Vincent A transporter Ray that
works over interplanetary distances. No - - - Still fictional technology. -

Anthropic’s Claude

With 3,567 ideas to work through, I copied in ~100 at a time, copied the outputs, Paste Special’ed

them as Text into Excel, and voila. A table started shaping up.
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Claude Outputs in Excel

Because of how much text I was pasting in and getting back, I ran into limits with Claude and
was told to come back at 5pm, then 9pm, then 1am. So I created a second Claude account,
popped it up in an incognito window, and fed each Claude one year’s worth of sci-fi ideas at a

time.



Filirgg in a sck- irsenticn Simeline -
O0SE I 3 CIITE SO, KORNg 107 iy Chie i Bonad raCics in the
Fareal  Aboms
T Bl O of Arguds Grag Biar  Prsopli wha hired orviisgoss naalmesis 1o
walind their s, Mo Fictioral concipt in the raresl Aloma
Tl Lve Corperl Queen of Angels Grag Beer A carpet mase of Iving fitees; the
mckng is & dgastree spsiem. Ko Ficaonal iz cheoingy in the niowel
Baoe
W50 Tracking Bracolet  Shadowspes Famici Jo Clyion A seosity desce armisd
il daphassars. Y Crmina uetos  Ankke menioe A0 Tracks lacaton of parson
Bl
Tl Desdran's Davics Shadkwspesr Patricis Jo Claylon A davios implanted
Iparwsath the skin ol an gperatve wio is b be sent on 8 azardoys mission. Mo
Fictioral fechaoingy in the el Bits:

90 Oeneral Bodies Torioise Sparmowhawk Thomas & Easion & pocsendid v
paratcally engineared lrom tonose DA asd conmseliad by mplanbed decrencs. ke
Fictional Bclichnology in lha nol  Abcr

¥ Magns-DHlect Ambulance larth  Cawidlien & vehicis that can hover and fiy
wming the Wagrus Eect, Ne Fictonal vehich technology Ao

W30 Fabrcow Pecesok Do Brin  Catthe and ather crestones that cresle gens-
dasigrid bomachinery in their wombs. Mo Fictional dobe hnology in the stony

Baaive
e Treua-bu Lanses (Gogplesd Earth  Dawid Ben Lo tha are worn i poggkis,
abowring U user Lo both ses and recond whinl is Being wewed.  No Fictional

Technziogy n e nowvel iy

¥R Sonomegnetc Fpbnc Eatth Devd Brn Cloth thet gajhers sound energy. Mo
Fictional matenal is the novel Aloms

¥90 Roadieg Plague Earh  Dordd Brin A fabilet-sizid display for reading. Yes
Tech irditstry afwadks 19900 Early dicvon baok disdcs Bit

il Lawpar Pregeam Eath  Dardd Briwn  Softwars et could falen o legal
agerrscl. Ve Legslbech Al lwsar 30908 Chalbots for legal guidence Bl
T Subsncal Input Dwecs Earth  Qawic Bein Aftached seranrs mad neres.
sigrads fo deriermire wher the isrwil sy el Ko Faonal input fachralogy
in the miree| Bies

W90 Prociciions Regisiry  Earth  (Dawid Brin s oegen imriion that kesps rack of
predetian madk by infraduads. Ko Fetional eoncapt it P il

Ml ErdpPost  Eartd Duredd Brn Ao sulososous worm 15l ssaichas e blal ler
Inck of courtery. Wi Fictional Al concept in B novel Dits

W90 Datp-Aeineval Programs. Earth  Dawd Bon Progesme: thal sepchesd e Mt
for spacitic intormation. Yes Tech industry Search engine 19905 Find info on The web
Bt

W90 Ami-Dec Craam Earh  Dordd Brisn AN oivimed used 0 20na sin canoars. Ne
Fretiaful idican it T newal  Aloim

Tl Craddubly BalingEsrth  Durad Brimy  Hom bebesatis s your blog pavie? your
rmail? yrur tessts? Mo Fictioral concept n the nossl

W90 Sunshade-Fhobooell Collacinr  Eacis  Dovad Bon A fanciul design for
davics Pat gathers solarenergy. Mo Fictional tecenalagy in the novel
B

0 Knile Wik Use of Weapons les 6 Basks & shaip-aded wadpan thal can
ST N paa. HE Fiztiefual waapon lhnokgy Aloms

Tl Dazer Farth Oawid Brn A& person mtn leamed biclssdback Bechnigusn o
fiaat on hix omn endorphing,  Ha Fchonal concepr i the novel Mome

50 Polar log The: Rng of Chame Soger MacBnds A len 'Waber ice ot the poles of the
Mogn Tes Astronomy Lenarics Y9905 Detecied by space probes Moms

Filling in 555-Fi Predictions: Fram Ficsion o Facs ~

19948 Voice-Changing Bowlie Cass Cloisd [Dalectve Conan) Gosho Arrama
Special device ploaws wearer in taka on tha woice of sncthar parson a1 will No

Abams

1994 Chemotacto Aritclal Jekdish  Big Jelly Rudy Ruclor (wisl Bering)  Artihicial
devece modeked on jeliyfish Capable o seeking spechic componens of Bauwd. o
ALoTs

1904 ARE  Mother of Slorms JohaBarmen A piece of softvers That cas brask
Hhrmagh ytion o o wuncily how i 0 nk it
tasks. ha By

1984 Wardering Mine Haf the Doy isNight Mareen F MoHegh & birdmine with

legs.  Ma Abgms.
1994 Semisemient Mastic  Bing Staphen Badar A deradls coating 1hat protacts and
P objects. Mo Aeive

1994 Seart Rope Heasy Weather  Bruce String Leng reps’ commting al a vty
of inerbwned cables with different properSes conlmiled -Ihm-n.llgtmlrﬂrf-nn
Mo L]

1994 Halo fLiceres| Rim Alecander Besher i thies -di
ihenkitiation cand. Mo Bis

1998 NV Weige Mother of Sioima Jdohn Barven A pieca of veitanmant that
il of winad raal Esparience. Mo Bits

1994 inik E xn Rubbie G Larry Mevs inlatable chamber 1o
prare emporary sddiional space dor cramped space raft, ko Aoms

1998 Neptopakgicsl Melssgcldesn Adpscency The Hols infhe Hale  Tamy Bisson
& portal thrugh space-time. Mo Aloms

| drreer Boense and

1994 Home Terming Habiot Watulle  David Brin  Edibie inseacts rased T in your
e kilchen! Mo Alr

1904 Tannie-Secreton Bl Crashlander  Larry Wireen Arfically darkens skin, for
wlon peofaction. Mo idoms

1904 Viruslity Heime| [Wiching' Helmet) Haawy Waathar  Bruce Bleriing A halmet
w3 communi cation Sesten and 2 display; a pilot wearing this helmet could sk om fre
groesndl and conird a ditant decrafl. ves Vanous  WR hoadset 200106 Ocoulus Rift
1994 Flasish Car bag Hadvy Waalhar Bruze Sterkng A fosnigid mis that aoealie
frem e disshbeand of & car when nesded. o Anmi

1994  Crash Web Crazhimnder  Lamy Maven & mmple mechanical inkage tn actrate s
orpeh ekl Mo Aloms

1904 Wiyss Podnber  Crashiander  Lamy Miven Tels you wheare the raaly e (st
sizead| maszas ave whik pou frasel in hyperspace. Mo Aloms

1994  Becironi Cas®  Hasvy Waalhar Bruce Steibng A digisl cumency, lke BRooin
i Saloshi Makamalo Biesa J00%

1998 Escalladder Craghlancer  Larry Mavn & ladder that you dos'| heve 1o dims 1o
ged In the 1o, Mo Aloms

1998 Yirtul Reality Ceramony  Rim Alasander Baster  Dan't ust put your moton
captens sl on - da itwieh style. Mo Bz

1994 VA Dysheea Rim Abzsander Besher  Sestre discrientaiion brought abost by
wncissive use of virtual rea ity equipment. Ne Eils

1904 Duops Mok Rotal  Hoaasy Wheathes  Broce Swiling A setal sphens thal propak
itasl] with a single piton-ike Fal. Mo Ao

1998 Embrps Veaabzstion Deughier of Eveiem  Joan Slonczewski Special deply
bachmique lete resagrchens sae ool desslopment o thise dimensions. Ves Vanous 20

micraseapy RS
1994 Meun-netsukes Aim Seander Besher & small soulpiune conianing ihe

persenality ol a lning parson. Ko Al

Accountl @ - Account2 O

Anthropic’s Claude

Once I pasted all of the responses all into Excel to format, I moved them over to Google Sheets,

cleaned up some column issues (it’s still not perfect), and created the Sci-Fi Idea Bank.

Finally, I pulled some stats. Like: 26% of ideas have been built, and ideas involving bits (32.4%)
were more likely to come true than those involving atoms (23.7%). Or: Philip K. Dick is the

GOAT, with 152 ideas on the list, 52 of which have been built.


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit?usp=sharing

Sci-Fi Idea Stats
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Sci-Fi Idea Stats

Note: this is still not perfect by any means. There are still formatting issues. Claude missed a
bunch of things. There are some things that have been made that it didn’t catch, and I didn"t
catch nearly all of its misses. It gave broad credit instead of specific companies and products in

a lot of cases. It didn't categorize bits and atoms the way I would have in some cases.

But all-in-all, once we got humming, it felt like I was living inside a sci-fi novel. It’s
mind-blowing that ChatGPT could clean up an Excel file with some simple instructions, and
that Claude could understand weird old sci-fi ideas well enough to run them through its training

data and understand, for the most part, which had come true in some form and which hadn't.

I'm going to keep cleaning it up. I locked the main sheet, but [ added a “Hivemind” sheet that
you can edit if you want to help update it, correct it, add color, highlight the startups working on

certain sci-fi ideas, or copy it and extend it in any way.


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBkJ8nZwyG_J1v_WLub-5RM4GhLWCf_b7ml8_qNgNsg/edit?usp=sharing

