THE STRONG CABLE OF CHRONOLOGY

Ariong - these were The eystems of Mabonesser,

Mucedon, Alexansder, T'yre, Home, the Jews, €reg-
tion, Uinclotian, Chist, Aviaenin, Uervsia, the Hindw,
and the Chinese, carh comnting from some natichal
event and covering cerfain eraa. Those ﬁyﬁtcﬁlu: may be
likened to chaine or to etringes of beads, each date being
a link or unit in the whole. “The relations existing
botween the dates Dhave been that each dote haus been
g0 many years after the preeeding ond so mauy yeers
before the succerding dates. An error in owy one of
thgl.ae uiits upsets either all previows dates or all or
somne of the later ones.

Much rolinnes ig Ui ploeed by historienl writers upon
gornie of lwse pysloee, The ehronology of e Asyrion
nations has been founded wvpon esnparitens of events
with the zo-ealled Canen of tolemy, which was o string
of dutes which the Oreele historian srranged centories
aftor the events, and which.has been fowidd full of in-
acopracies,  The Grecke ovory four years cclebrated
athletic pames called Olympiads, the succession and
nurnher of which were guite faithfully presorved; and
events in Oreck history were reconled as taking ploce
in such and such an Olympind, often with the year in
the Olympied—ficst, second,” thivd, or fowrth—in which
inatarees the date of an event, if correctly recorded in
the amcirnt histories, con be velied upm to & eonsider-
able axtent.

OTHER SYSTEMS ARE CHAINS, NOT CABLES

Every chronslogy which consists of a mere string of
diates 16 to be relicd upon only as each sucorssive dete
is covreek. Mo koown seoular chronolopy bhas the cutire
gystem firmly knit together by conneeting-linls between
dates which are not succossive. FEvery chronology would
be immensely strengthened if it were possible to say
concerning cach of the chiel dates that it was, for
example, 1,000 yesrs after another event, 500 years
after another, 200 years before another, and so on. Lach
ench line of evidenca wounld tend to estallish. the more
firmly the correctness of the chief dates, snd through
them the intermediate ones. But such proofs of truth
are lacking in the reeulur chronologies, and especially
in perieds of anbiguity. Al eceular chronolopies are
meare ruesses when they attempt to sot dates for much
more then o few hundrod years bofors Clvist,

The ¢hronology of present truth is, to begin with, g
string of dates, like other chronologies. That is to eay,
the dates are each known to he so many years before
and after the succeeding and preceding dates, ench stap
being proved by the most teliable evidence in existenee.
But if this were all the proof of the frustworthiness of
the chronology, it could not truthfolly be claimed to
be more Telisble than are the secular chronologics. Thus

. far, it i & chain, end no stronger than ite weakest link.

There exist, however, well established relationships
gmong the dates of presemt-truth chromology. These

r I YHE world has had many eystems of chronology.

aLr

internal conmections of the dabes tmpart o much grecter
gtrength than can be fomed in olher chrenabories, Soma

of thean are of =0 romarkable a charpeter pg chooly Lo

indiente that this ehvonelogy iz net of o, bt of God,
Deing _of divine orimin _and divinely corroborated,
nruﬂm—trutﬁ chronologry stawils o a elass by el

abegbutaly and i liliendly eorrooet.

INCONTESTABLY ESTABLIBIILD

When a date is indieated by several lines of ovidenes
it i strongly estaldished. "The seivutific lew of prob-
bilities imparts o uniterd /trength tn the frands of the
eable of chronology far gresler than the sum of the
frulivicunl lines of evidones, This i o lew which ia
implivitly relied upon i bnpovbant affaies: i, that
when a thing is diented in only one way it may be
by chanee; if it is indieated in two ways, it i= almost
certain to be true; and if in mare than twe woys, It i3
usuully impossible thai it iz by chanee, or that it ia not
true: and the addition of more proofs removes it en.:
tirely from the realm of chance inte thet of proven
eertainty. : ;

This prineiple is applied daily in the weightiost
mattera in courts of law, The testieny of n single
witness may be coneidered doubtfnl, Imt Hhat of ouly
two or threo witnesses Ineomtestably  cstablishes  the
truth. “In the month of two or thren withesaos shall
every word be estoblished ™ —2 Corinthinns 13: L

In the chronology of present frath there are so many
inter-relationships sroong the dates that it ia not &
mere string of dates, not s chain, bt e eable of sleands
finnly knit together—a divieely unified sysden, with
most of the dates having such remarkable rolations with
others 8s to stamp Ehe system as not of buman origin.

The automobile and the law of provitation are {we
remarkable things The ane was invonted by mon; the
other was discovered by man. 3Mau invents man-made
things, bat discovers divimely-ercated prineiples, Pres-
ent-truth ehronology is not an invention} it is a dis-
govery. The variete discoveries nnite into o scientifie
aystem of chronology akin to the syalems of science in
physics, chemistry, redielogy, and astronomy.

"The matter of chronology hecotnes worthy of the
close aflontion of able miuds, breanso i€ supplies the

atp for a genuine philosophy of history. There is o

poiemen of history taught by able and highly educated
professors in preat universities, but in o vague and con-
fused manner; for it is the albempt to reduce to order
the utter confusion which demon control has made of
human affairs in this present evil world, If sueh men
find the extremely obscure philosophy which they teach,
and concerning which they write in texthooles, worthy of
& lifetirme of study, how much more worthy of attention
is the definite, clearcut and truly setentific philosophy
of history discernible in the chronologieal system of
divine truth. ; '
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