
 

MS CPS Online English Course Offerings  
(*=semester course) 

 

 
 
Classic Novels and Author 
Studies* 
2499LAO 
 
 
 

The Classic Novels mini-courses give students the opportunity to fully explore a large 
work of fiction or to be introduced to a celebrated author. Designed to stand alone or 
to be inserted into an existing Edgenuity course, each mini-course guides students 
through the work with lectures, web activities, journals, and homework/practice. 
Students study the following novels: 1984, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Call of the 
Wild, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Heart of Darkness, Jane Eyre, Macbeth, Mrs. 
Dalloway, Portrait of the Artist, Robinson Crusoe, The House of Seven Gables, The 
Red Badge of Courage, and The Three Musketeers along with the following author 
studies: Jorge Luis Borges and Flannery O’Connor. 

 

Creative Writing 
2450LAO 
(May be taken for one 
semester or two semesters) 
 
 
 
 

For many hundreds of years, literature has been one of the most important human art 
forms. It allows us to give voice to our emotions, create imaginary worlds, express 
ideas, and escape the confines of material reality. Through creative writing, we can 
come to understand ourselves and our world a little bit better. This course provides 
students with a solid grounding in the writing process, from finding inspiration to 
building a basic story to using complicated literary techniques and creating strange 
hybrid forms of poetic prose and prose poetry. By the end of this course, students will 
learn how to discover their creative thoughts and turn those ideas into fully realized 
pieces of creative writing 

 

Expository Reading and 
Writing 
2496LAO 
 
 
 
 

This elective English course is designed to develop critical reading and writing skills 
while preparing high school students to meet the demands of college-level work. 
While students will explore some critical reading skills in fiction, poetry, and drama the 
focus of this course will be on expository and persuasive texts and the analytical 
reading skills that are necessary for college success. Students will read a range of 
short but complex texts, including works by Walt Whitman, Abraham Lincoln, Cesar 
Chavez, Martin Luther King Jr., Langston Hughes, Julia Alvarez, Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, and Gary Soto. 

 

  
Gothic Literature--Monster 
Stories* 
2498LAO 
 
 
 

From vampires to ghosts, these frightening stories have influenced fiction writers 
since the 18th century.  This course will focus on the major themes found in Gothic 
literature and demonstrate how the core writing drivers produce, for the reader, a 
thrilling psychological environment. Terror versus horror, the influence of the 
supernatural, and descriptions of the difference between good and evil are just a few 
of the themes presented. By the time students have completed this course, they will 
have gained an understanding of and an appreciation for the complex nature of dark 
fiction. 

 

Introduction to 
Communication and 
Speech 
2497LAO 
 
 
 

Beginning with an introduction that builds student understanding of the elements, 
principles, and characteristics of human communication, this course offers fascinating 
insight into verbal and nonverbal messages and cultural and gender differences in 
the areas of listening and responding. High school students enrolled in this 
one-semester course will be guided through engaging lectures and interactive 
activities, exploring themes of self-awareness and perception in communication. The 
course concludes with units on informative and persuasive speeches, and students 
are given the opportunity to critique and analyze speeches. 

 



 
 

Mythology & Folklore:  
Legendary Tales* 
3610LAO 
 

Mighty heroes. Angry gods and goddesses. Cunning animals. Since the first people 
gathered around fires, mythology and folklore has been used as a way to make sense of 
humankind and our world. Beginning with an overview of mythology and different kinds of 
folklore, students will journey with ancient heroes as they slay dragons and outwit gods, 
follow fearless warrior women into battle, and watch as clever monsters outwit those 
stronger than themselves. They will explore the universality and social significance of 
myths and folklore, and see how these are still used to shape society today. 

 
 

Journalism:  
Investigating the Truth 
2495LAO 
 

If you’re the first to know what’s going on in your school or town, or the first to post on 
Facebook or Instagram about your favorite TV shows or favorite celebrities, then you’re 
just the person that every online, in-print, and broadcast news outlet is looking for. And 
Journalism: Investigating the Truth is the perfect course for you! In this course, you’ll 
learn how to write a lead that grabs your readers, how to write engaging news stories and 
features, and how to interview sources. You’ll also learn about the history of journalism, 
how to succeed in the world of social media news, and how to turn your writing, 
photography, and people skills into an exciting and rewarding career.  

 
 
 


