
Advisory Board  
 

●​ Ashley Colburn, Director of Teacher Induction & Development, Year 1  
●​ Alexis Scott, Mentor, Year 3  
●​ Allie Horn, Year 2 IST, Year 1  
●​ Dr. Amy Frame, LMU, Year 1  
●​ Brian Perry, Principal, Valor Academy Middle School, Year 1 
●​ Clara Garay, Lead Mentor, Year 2  
●​ Heidi Bretado, Program Alum, IST, Year 1  

○​ Will not attend,  Currently seeking an additional completer for the advisory 
board.  

●​ Marina Velez, Program Consultant, Year 3 
●​ Melissa Kaplan, Deputy Superintendent of Education, Year 3 
●​ Nicole Wellman Noble, VP of People Development, Year 3 
●​ Olga Ramos, Human Resources, Year 3  
●​ Olivia Martinez, Head of Schools, West Adams Cluster, Year 3  
●​ Dr. Virginia Kennedy, CSU Northridge, Year 3  

 
 
 
SST Mentors vs. Mentors  
 
SST, or School Support Team, Mentors are mentors who are not site based but rather part of 
the Bright Star Team that supports all schools. This group includes, for example, our Director 
of ELA, our Director of Math, and our Science Coach. Because of their positions, we knew they 
could not be interviewed with our school based mentors so they are in a separate interview 
group.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CTC Role  Title/Role Name  

Unit Leadership Deputy Superintendent  Melissa Kaplan 

Program Coordinator/Director  
Director of Teacher Induction 

and Development 
Ashley Colburn 

Human Resources  
Senior Director of Human 

Resources 
Olga Ramos 

Curriculum/Instruction  
VP of Curriculum and 

Instruction  
VP of Academic Initiatives  

Jennifer Simmons  
Alexandra Lee  

Credential Analyst Credential Analyst Steven Lopez 

Staff/Classified Personnel 
VP of People Development  

Program Consultant 

Nicole 
Wellman-Noble 

Marina Velez  

CFO/Associate 
Superintendent-Business 

Chief Business Officer  Elijah Sugay 

President/Superintendent Deputy Superintendent  Melissa Kaplan 

Employers  School Principals   

Advisory Board  
IHE/LEA Collaborative Partners  

Advisory Board   

Members of the Greater Educational 
Community  

New Teacher Center  
IHE 

Induction Cohort 4 member  

Allison Brown  
Dr. Virginia Kennedy  

Katherine Tolliver  
Lindsay Nenadal 

 
 


