
 

Classroom Viewing Guide: 
How much can we trust YouTube to give 
us reliable information?    

Quick-write 
What do you notice about how YouTube suggests new 
videos for you to watch? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch first and test your knowledge 
(This can be done as a whole class or in small groups.) 

●​ Stop video at 0:52: What is an algorithm? 
●​ Stop video at 1:19: What is the primary goal of YouTube’s business model ? 
●​ Stop video at 1:52: If YouTube isn’t an online library, what is it? 
●​ Stop video at 3:09: What is a data void? 
●​ Stop video at 5:20: How can you conduct a good search query? 
●​ Stop video at 5:50:  Besides YouTube, where should you get information? 

 

Watch again and take notes for your post  
●​ Listen to arguments from both sides of the debate or suggest your own.  
●​ Then, complete the right column with your own ideas.  

 



 

(next page) 
 

Evidence that YouTube 
algorithms are harmful 

Evidence that YouTube and 
individuals can address this 

problem 

Evidence I find most compelling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Get ready to post 
Draft a response for the KQED Learn Discussion: How much can you trust YouTube to give 
reliable information? 
 
 

Claim 
 
 
 

Evidence and reasoning 
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