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King Richard’s Army

Bosworth 1485

Scimitar club Coventry

Troops Type
1 3 Knight
General Richard 111
guns 1 Artillery
H 4 4 Blade
Norfolk with
stiffened billmen
archers 3 4 Bow
Allies
Henry Percy, 4th Earl of Northumberland 1 4 Blade
unreliable levies 1 7 Horde
archers 1 4 Bow
(replacing currours, archers and Welsh) 12
Henry Tudor’s army
Troops Type
General Henry Tudor 1 3 Knight
1 4 Blade
French Voulglers 1 4 Blade
guns 1 Artillery
Stiffened English billmen 3 4 Blade
archers 2 4 Bow
Allies
Thomas Stanley, 2nd Baron Stanley 1 3 Knight
Men at arms 1 3 Knight
archers 1 4 Bow
(replacing currours, archers and Welsh) 12
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The very extensive survey carried out (2005-2009) by
the Battlefields Trust headed by Glenn Foard led
eventually to the discovery of the real location of the

core battlefield 128! This lies about a kilometer further
west than the location suggested by Peter Foss. Itis in
what was at the time of the battle an area of marginal
land at the meeting of several township boundaries.
There was a cluster of field names suggesting the
presence of marshland and heath. Thirty four lead

round shott22 were discovered as a result of
systematic metal detecting (more than the total found
previously on all other C15th European battlefields), as

well as other significant finds,m including a small
silver gilt badge depicting a boar. Experts believe that
the boar badge could indicate the actual site of Richard
llI's death, since this high-status badge depicting his
personal emblem, was probably worn by a member of

his close retinue.w

A new interpretation[m of the battle now integrates the

historic accounts with the battlefield finds and landscape history. The new site lies either side of the
Fenn Lanes Roman road, close to Fenn Lane Farm and is some three kilometers to the southwest of
Ambion Hill.

Based on the round shot scatter, the likely size of Richard Ill's army, and the topography, Glenn Foard
and Anne Curry think that Richard may have lined up his forces on a slight ridge which lies just east of

Fox Covert Lane and behind a postulated medieval marsh 1224209 Richarg's vanguard commanded
by the Duke of Norfolk was on the right (north) side of Richard's battle line, with the Earl of
Northumberland on Richard's left (south) side.

Tudor's forces approached along the line of the Roman road and lined up to the west of the present

day Fenn Lane Farm, having marched from the vicinity of Merevale in Warwickshire 2%The Stanleys
were positioned on the south side of the battlefield, on rising ground towards Stoke Golding and
Dadlington. The Earl of Oxford turned north to avoid the marsh (and possibly Richard's guns). This
manoeuvre put the marsh on Oxford's right. He moved to attack Norfolk's vanguard. Norfolk was
subsequently killed.

Northumberland failed to engage, possibly due to the presence of the Stanleys, whose intentions were
unclear, or due to the position of the marsh (or for both reasons). With his situation deteriorating,
Richard decided to launch an attack against Henry Tudor, which almost succeeded, but the king's
horse became stuck in the marsh, and he was killed. Fen Hole (where the boar badge was found) is
believed to be a residue of the marsh. When Richard began his charge, Sir William Stanley intervened
from the vicinity of Stoke Golding. It was here, on what came to be known as Crown Hill (the closest
elevated ground to the fighting), that Lord Stanley crowned Henry Tudor after Richard was killed.

The windmill close to which the Duke of Norfolk is said to have died (according to the ballad "Lady
Bessy") was Dadlington windmill. This has disappeared but is known to have stood at the time of the
battle, in the vicinity of Apple Orchard Farm and North Farm, Dadlington. A small cluster of significant
finds was made in this area, including a gold livery badge depicting an eagle. The windmill lay
between the core battlefield and Richard's camp on Ambion Hill and the rout of Norfolk's vanguard
was in this direction. This also accounts for the large number of dead in Dadlington parish, leading to
the setting up of the battle chantry there.

Historic England have re-defined the boundaries of the registered Bosworth Battlefield to incorporate
the newly identified site. There are hopes that public access to the site may be possible in the

future .IZQ'Z]
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