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Overview Content Standards Unit Focus 

Unit 1 

 

Unit 1: Origin 
of a Nation 

 

●​ RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and 
refined over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a 
complex account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

●​ RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action 
is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

●​ RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) and how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 

●​ RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
strongly support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly 
and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 

●​ RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure 
an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

●​ RI.PP.11–12.5. Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or 
through rhetoric, analyzing how style and content convey information and advance a point of view. 

●​ W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.A.  Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its 
significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.B.  Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.C.  Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to 
create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, 
suspense, growth, or resolution). 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.D.  Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid 
picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.E.  Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, 
or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

●​ W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying 
a new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal 

This unit focuses on themes 
of heroism, fate, and 
chivalry through the 
analysis of Anglo-Saxon 
and Medieval texts. 
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Overview Content Standards Unit Focus 

writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as 
MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

●​ W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  

●​ W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1.A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

●​ SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

●​ SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest 

●​ SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1.A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and 
place, and is sometimes contested. 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1.C. Recognize spelling conventions. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 

to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2.B. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.A.  Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.B.  Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or 
parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.D.  Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 
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Suggested Open 
Educational 
Resources 

●​ HMH Into Literature National G11 Online Textbook 

Unit 2 

  

Unit 2: A 
Celebration of 
Human 
Achievement 

 

●​ RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and 
refined over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a 
complex account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

●​ RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action 
is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

●​ RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) and how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 

●​ RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more 
cogent viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 

●​ RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
strongly support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly 
and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 

●​ RI.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how they are 
developed and refined over the course of a text, including how they interact and build on one another to 
provide a complex account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

●​ RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure 
an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

●​ RI.PP.11–12.5. Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or 
through rhetoric, analyzing how style and content convey information and advance a point of view. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.A.  Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically 
sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.B.  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using 
sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, 
values, and possible biases. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.C.  Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, 
and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

This unit explores 
Renaissance literature to 
examine the complexity of 
human emotion, social 
expectations, and timeless 
themes such as love and 
revenge. 
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●​ W.AW.11–12.1.D.  Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., 
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline 
in which they are writing. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.E.  Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., 
articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

●​ W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.A.  Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its 
significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.B.  Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.C.  Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to 
create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, 
suspense, growth, or resolution). 

●​ W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying 
a new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal 
writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as 
MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

●​ W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

●​ W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, 
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation 
(MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

●​ W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1.A.  Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
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●​ SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

●​ SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest. 

●​ SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1.B.  Observe hyphenation conventions. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1.C.  Recognize spelling conventions. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 

to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2.A. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 

sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.A.  Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

●​ L.VI.11–12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings, including connotative meanings. 

●​ L.VI.11–12.4.A.  Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in 
the text. 

Suggested Open 
Educational 
Resources 

●​ HMH Into Literature National G11 Online Textbook 

Unit 3 

 

Unit 3: An Era 
of Rapid 
Change 

●​ RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
strongly support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and 
inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

●​ RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action 
is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

●​ RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more 
cogent viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 

This unit examines 
literature of the Victorian 
era, focusing on how 
technology, social 
inequality, and evolving 
worldviews influenced 
authors and society. 
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●​ RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
strongly support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly 
and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 

●​ RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure 
an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

●​ RI.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, 
resolve conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information 
(e.g., express a personal point of view, new interpretation of the concept). 

●​ W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

●​ W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying 
a new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal 
writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as 
MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

●​ W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  

●​ W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, 
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation 
(MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

●​ W.R.W.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

●​ SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

●​ SL.ES.11–12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

●​ SL.PI.11–12.4. Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. 
The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
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●​ SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest 

●​ SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

●​ L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

●​ L.KL.11–12.2.B.  Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.D.  Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

Suggested Open 
Educational 
Resources 

●​ HMH Into Literature National G11 Online Textbook 

Unit 4 

 

Unit 4: New 
Ideas, New 
Voices 

●​ RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
strongly support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and 
inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

●​ RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action 
is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

●​ RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific 
parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) and how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 

●​ RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more 
cogent viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 

●​ RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
strongly support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly 
and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 

This unit explores modern 
British literature to analyze 
how authors use voice, 
perspective, and symbolism 
to examine identity, power, 
and societal values. 
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●​ RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure 
an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

●​ RI.PP.11–12.5. Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or 
through rhetoric, analyzing how style and content convey information and advance a point of view. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.A.  Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically 
sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.B.  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using 
sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, 
values, and possible biases. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.C.  Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, 
and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.D.  Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., 
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline 
in which they are writing. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.E.  Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., 
articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

●​ W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

●​ W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying 
a new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal 
writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as 
MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

●​ W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation 

●​ W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, 
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation 
(MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
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●​ W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1.A.  Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1.B.  Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, 
set clear goals and assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

●​ SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

●​ SL.ES.11–12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

●​ SL.PI.11–12.4. Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. 
The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

●​ SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1.B.  Observe hyphenation conventions. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1.C.  Recognize spelling conventions. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 

to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2.B.  Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.A.  Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.B.  Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or 
parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.D.  Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.E.  Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 
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Overview Content Standards Unit Focus 

Suggested Open 
Educational 
Resources 

●​ HMH Into Literature National G11 Online Textbook 
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Unit 1: Origin of a Nation 
Overview 

In this unit, students explore Anglo-Saxon and Medieval texts, along with contemporary texts relating to these periods. They examine how early British literature 
reflects ideals of heroism, fate, and social order. Texts such as Beowulf, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, and The Canterbury Tales offer windows into early 
British identity, culture, and values. 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
●​ What makes someone a hero? 
●​ What is true chivalry? 
●​ Can we control our fate? 
●​ What happens when a society unravels? 

 

●​ Heroes in early British literature face a variety of tests, from fighting 
monsters to defending their honor in the battlefield.  

●​ Many stories about knights portray their efforts to live up to the ideals of 
chivalry, such as bravery, honesty, loyalty, and respect for women. 

●​ In the early Middle Ages, Anglo-Saxon people often endured harsh 
conditions. Many believed that fate determined the course of their lives. 

●​ Civil war and outbreaks of disease sometimes threatened the social order 
in medieval England, as they do in today’s world. 

 
Unit 1: Origin of a Nation 

 Content Standards 
●​ RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined over the course of the text, including how 

they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
●​ RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 

or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
●​ RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or 

end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 
●​ RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly support a comprehensive analysis of 

multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 
●​ RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 

including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 
●​ RI.PP.11–12.5. Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or through rhetoric, analyzing how style and content 

convey information and advance a point of view. 
●​ W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) 

to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. 
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Unit 1: Origin of a Nation 
 Content Standards 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.A.  Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) 
of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.B.  Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.C.  Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular 
tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.D.  Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or 
characters. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.E.  Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 
●​ W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new approach; sustaining effort to complete 

complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such 
as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

●​ W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  

●​ W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 
11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1.A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

●​ SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make 
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

●​ SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest 

●​ SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1.A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and place, and is sometimes contested. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1.C. Recognize spelling conventions. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 

and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2.B. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 

including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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Unit 1: Origin of a Nation 
 Content Standards 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.A.  Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.B.  Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, 
conceivable). 

●​ L.VL.11–12.3.D.  Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 
 

Student Learning Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

●​ Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

●​ Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

●​ Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

●​ Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide 
a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

●​ Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and wellstructured event sequences. 
●​ Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 
●​ Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
●​ Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome 

(e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 
●​ Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
●​ Spell correctly. 
●​ Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 

complex texts when reading. 
●​ Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 

the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
●​ Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 
●​ Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
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●​ Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points 
clear, convincing, and engaging. 

●​ Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions 
and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

●​ Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

●​ Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

●​ Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 

●​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

●​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 
●​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 
●​ Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and is sometimes contested. 
●​ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
●​ Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including 

new arguments or information. 
●​ Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
●​ Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 

other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well- reasoned exchange of ideas. 
●​ Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 

topics, texts, and issues,  
●​ Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 

of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
●​ Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 
●​ Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

 
Integrated Accommodations and Modifications 

Special Education Students English Language Learners At Risk 
●​ Utilize modifications & accommodations 

delineated in the student’s IEP 
●​ Provide additional manipulatives to support 

instruction 

WIDA Can Do Descriptors  
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors 

 
●​ Modify Assignments  

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal 
presentations  

●​ Ask students to restate information, 
directions, and assignments.  

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors
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●​ Allow for alternative strategies to solve 
algorithms or tasks 

●​ Provide the steps needed to complete the 
task 

●​ Model frequently 
●​ Provide repetition and practice.  
●​ Use visuals to demonstrate/model the 

processes 
●​ Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions  
●​ Ask students to restate information, 

directions, and assignments. 
●​ Provide copy of class notes 
●​ Distribute study guide for classroom tests. 
●​ Provide preferential seating to be mutually 

determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school 

communication 
●​ Allow extended time to complete 

assignment 
●​ Establish procedures for accommodations / 

modifications for assessments 
●​ Allow student to take/complete tests in an 

alternate setting as needed 
Appendix A: Special Education Accommodations 
and Modifications 

●​ Use testing and portfolio assessment  
●​ Utilize Native Language Translation (peer, 

online assistive technology, translation 
device, bilingual dictionary)  

●​ Repeat, rephrase, paraphrase key concepts 
and directions  

●​ Allow for extended time for assignment 
completion as needed  

●​ Highlight key vocabulary  
●​ Define essential vocabulary in context  
●​ Use graphic organizers, visuals, 

manipulatives and other concrete materials  
●​ Use gestures, facial expressions and body 

language  
●​ Read aloud  
●​ Build on what students already know and 

prior experience 

●​ Provide repetition and and practice  
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered. 
●​ Provide extended time to complete class 

work  
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Provide preferential seating to be mutually 

determined by the student and teacher  
●​ Allow the use of a computer to complete 

assignments.  
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling 

on assignments  
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home.  
●​ Provide Peer Support  
●​ Increase one on one time 

Gifted and Talented Students 504 Plan 
●​ Utilize advanced, accelerated, or compacted content  
●​ Provide assignments that emphasize higher- level thinking skills.  
●​ Allow for individual student interest  
●​ Gear assignments to development in areas of affect, creativity, cognition, 

and research skills  
●​ Allow for a variety in types of resources  
●​ Provide problem-based assignments with planned scope and sequence  
●​ Utilize inquiry-based instruction  
●​ Adjust the pace of lessons  
●​ Utilize Choice Boards  

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations  
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments.  
●​ Provide repetition and and practice  
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered. 
●​ Provide extended time to complete class work  
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Break long assignments into smaller parts 
●​ Assist student in setting short term goals 
●​ Allow for preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student 

and teacher 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19f1j6b7qeORSWzrSvIHJRXxg0_ZPD7y2hmkMXnsCwSw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19f1j6b7qeORSWzrSvIHJRXxg0_ZPD7y2hmkMXnsCwSw/edit?usp=sharing
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●​ Provide Problem-Based Learning  
●​ Establish flexible Grouping  

●​ Provide extra textbooks for home.  
●​ Model and reinforce organizational systems (i.e. color-coding)  
●​ Write out homework assignments, check student's recording of 

assignments 
Interdisciplinary Connections Computer Science and Design Thinking 

Social Studies 
●​  6.1.12.GeoPP.13.a: Make evidence-based inferences to determine the 

factors that led to migration from American cities to suburbs in the 
1950s and 1960s and describe how this movement impacted cities. 

●​ 6.1.12.GeoPP.13.b: Use quantitative data and other sources to describe 
the extent to which changes in national policy impacted immigration to 
New Jersey and the United States after 1965. 

●​ 6.2.12.CivicsHR.5.a: Assess the progress of human and civil rights 
protections around the world since the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

●​ 6.2.12.GeoPP.5.a: Use a variety of sources to explain the impact of 
migration on the way of life in the country of origin and the new country 
(e.g., social, economic, political structures). 

●​ 6.1.12.HistoryCA.2.a: Research multiple perspectives to explain the 
struggle to create an American identity. 

●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPI.6.a: Use historic case studies or a current event to assess 
the effectiveness of multinational organizations in attempting to solve 
global issues. 

Computer Science and Design Thinking Practices 
●​ Fostering an Inclusive Computing and Design Culture 
●​ Collaborating Around Computing and Design 
●​ Recognizing and Defining Computational Problems 
●​ Developing and Using Abstractions 
●​ Creating Computational Artifacts 
●​ Testing and Refining Computational Artifacts 
●​ Communicating About Computing and Design 

 
Computer Science and Design Thinking Standards 

●​  8.2.12.EC.1: Analyze controversial technological issues and determine 
the degree to which individuals, businesses, and governments have an 
ethical role in decisions that are made. 

●​ 8.2.12.EC.2: Assess the positive and negative impacts of emerging 
technologies on developing countries and evaluate how individuals, 
non-profit organizations, and governments have responded.  

●​  8.2.12.ETW.4: Research historical tensions between environmental and 
economic considerations as driven by human needs and wants in the 
development of a technological product and present the competing 
viewpoints. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills Practices 

●​ Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.  
●​ Attend to financial well-being.  
●​ Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
●​ Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
●​ Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
●​ Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
●​ Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  
●​ Use technology to enhance productivity increase collaboration and communicate effectively.  
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●​ Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.                                                                                                     
 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills Standards 
9.1  Personal Financial Literacy 

●​ 9.1.12.CDM.9: Summarize the causes and consequences of personal and corporate bankruptcy and evaluate the implications for self and others. 
●​ 9.1.12.CDM.10: Determine when credit counseling is necessary and evaluate the resources available to assist consumers who wish to use it. 
●​ 9.1.12.CP.1: Summarize how one’s credit history can affect finances, including loan terms, employment, and qualifying for loans. 
●​ 9.1.12.CP.2: Identify the advantages of maintaining a positive credit history. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.2: Develop college and career readiness skills by participating in opportunities such as structured learning experiences, apprenticeships, and dual 

enrollment programs. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.8: Determine job entrance criteria (e.g., education credentials, math/writing/reading comprehension tests, drug tests) used by employers in 

various industry sectors. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.9: Locate information on working papers, what is required to obtain them, and who must sign them. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.10: Identify strategies for reducing overall costs of postsecondary education (e.g., tuition assistance, loans, grants, scholarships, and student 

loans). 
9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills   
21st Century Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.GCA.1: Collaborate with individuals to analyze a variety of potential solutions to climate change effects and determine why some solutions (e.g., 
political. economic, cultural) may work better than others (e.g., SL.11-12.1., HS-ETS1-1, HS-ETS1-2, HS-ETS1-4, 6.3.12.GeoGI.1, 7.1.IH.IPERS.6, 
7.1.IL.IPERS.7, 8.2.12.ETW.3). 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 
Technology Integration 

●​ 9.4.12.DC.8: Explain how increased network connectivity and computing capabilities of everyday objects allow for innovative technological approaches to 
climate protection.  

●​ 9.4.12.IML.9: Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within information and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 
7.1.IL.IPRET.4). 

●​ 9.4.12.TL.1: Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility for accomplishing a specified task (e.g., W.11-12.6.).  
SEL Competencies 

●​ Self - Awareness 
●​ Self - Management 
●​ Social Awareness 
●​ Responsible Decision Making 
●​ Relationship Skills 

 
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/index.shtml 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/index.shtml
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District/School Formative Assessment Plan District/School Summative Assessment Plan 

Formative assessment informs instruction and is ongoing throughout a unit to 
determine how students are progressing against the standards. 

Teachers are encouraged to incorporate Formative Assessments into all lessons.  
During instruction, teachers will collect ongoing information on students’ 
mastery of content through a variety of methods: 

●​ Questioning: using Socratic method, probing questions, a hierarchical 
system in complexity (Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

●​ Exit tickets, rotational activities (stations), quizzes, and small group 
activities 

●​ Classwork, homework, group work (formative assessment)   
●​ Pre-Assessment, teacher’s observation, class discussion, and journal  
●​ End of unit assessment practice 
●​ Mentor Text Analysis 
●​ Quick check assessments 

 
 

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students to demonstrate mastery 
of the skills taught during a particular unit. 
Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ Growth Measure Assessment 
●​ iReady Assessment 
 
Standardized Assessments: 
●​ NJSLA 
Other Summative Assessments: Teachers are encouraged to design and 
their own assessments (topic/module tests and quizzes) individually and/or 
with their department or grade-level partners, as per Uniform Grading 
Profile. 
●​ End of unit assessments: 

○​ End of Selection test 
○​ On demand writing task: Narrative 

Project Ideas: 
●​ End of Selection Choices  

Targeted Academic Vocabulary 
 
preamble, dominion, incumbent, redress, usurp, guile, virtue, sovereignty, bequeath, rebuke, aghast, affliction, plight, wail, loathsom, displace, military, collapse, 
displace, violate, visual, flotsam, appraise, forge, ignoble, bereft,  commend, quell, affairs, writ, extract, exorbitant, deprivation, superficial, mandatory,  

 
Textbook Resources District/School Primary and Supplementary Resources 

●​ Selection Texts: 
○​ Excerpt from Beowulf 
○​ The Wife of Bath’s Tale from The Canterbury Tales 
○​ Excerpt from Le Morte d’Arthur 
○​ Chivalry 
○​ Excerpt from The Paston Letters 
○​ Excerpt from My Syrian Diary 
○​ The Wanderer 
○​ Loneliness 

 

District-Mandated Resources 
●​ Writable 

Assessment Resources: 
●​ Textbook:  

○​ Writing Prompts 
○​ Selection Tests 

 
Other Resources: 

●​ Excerpts from Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales | PBS LearningMedia 
●​ Newsela - Cultural impacts of ancient conquerors 

 

https://www.hmhco.com/one
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/social-studies-121-ps-r1-grades-6-12/excerpts-from-chaucers-the-canterbury-tales/
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-conquerors-culture-ancient-civilization/id/54410/
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●​ Reader’s Choice 
○​ Excerpt from Beowulf 
○​ Beowulf Is Back! 
○​ Barbara Allan 
○​ Journeyman Keep the Medieval Past Alive 

 
●​ Online Textbook Resources 

○​ eBook 
○​ Response Log 
○​ Selection Test 
○​ Selection Audio 
○​ Text Sketch 
○​ Summary 
○​ Notice & Note Handbook 
○​ Graphic Organizers 
○​ Peer Coach Videos 
○​ Anchor Charts 
○​ Level Up 

■​ Tutorial 
■​ Practice 

○​ Interactive Vocabulary Lessons 
○​ Multilingual Glossary and Summary 
○​ Critical Vocabulary 
○​ Literary Terms and Academic Vocabulary: Spanish 

●​ Medieval: Everyman | PBS LearningMedia 
●​ Newsela - A speck of blue provides unique clue to medieval woman's role 

in the arts 
●​ Newsela | Ancient & Medieval Geography 
●​ The One-Stop-Guide for the LGBT+ in Canterbury - UNIfied News 

(LBGTQ+) 
●​ Why This Charming Gay Fairytale Has Been Lost For 200 Years 

(forbes.com) (LBGTQ+) 

Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars 
See Appendix B 

Pacing Guide 
Grade 12 ELA Pacing Guide 

 
 

 

https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/9d5fdeb7-484c-4843-8d70-7851c4d5001b/medieval-everyman/
https://newsela.com/read/medieval-woman-mystery/id/48685/
https://newsela.com/read/medieval-woman-mystery/id/48685/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000463415
https://unified.org.uk/2018/10/the-one-stop-guide-for-the-lgbt-in-canterbury/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiewareham/2020/08/21/why-this-charming-gay-fairytale-has-been-lost-for-200-years-stith-thompson/?sh=392f83e66163
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiewareham/2020/08/21/why-this-charming-gay-fairytale-has-been-lost-for-200-years-stith-thompson/?sh=392f83e66163
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Unit 2: A Celebration of Human Achievement 

Overview 

In this unit, students examine texts from the English Renaissance, particularly during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. Texts such as Shakespeare’s plays and 
Renaissance poetry provide insights into themes of revenge, love, time, and societal expectations. Students analyze literary elements, historical context, and the 
enduring impact of Renaissance ideals. 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
●​ What can drive someone to seek revenge? 
●​ How does time affect our feelings? 
●​ What’s the difference between love and passion? 
●​ How do you defy expectations? 

 

●​ Revenge stories were as popular in Shakespreare’s time as they are 
today. People who retaliate violently may seek justice, but vengeance 
always involves moral dilemmas. 

●​ Some poets write about a timeless, idealized love. Others explore how 
our emotions are affected by time, which can intensity love- or cause it 
to fade. 

●​ Many Renaissance writers upheld traditional distinctions between 
passion and true love. But the boundaries between these feelings are not 
always clear. 

●​ Renaissance society enforced social roles based on social class and 
gender. Yet England’s government was led by a woman, something that 
many modern democracies have yet to achieve. 

 
Unit 2: A Celebration of Human Achievement 

 Content Standards 
●​ RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined over the course of the text, including 

how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
●​ RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding how to develop and relate elements of 

a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
●​ RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to 

begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its 
aesthetic impact. 

●​ RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent viewpoint (e.g., different accounts 
of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 

●​ RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly support a comprehensive analysis of 
multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 

●​ RI.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how they are developed and refined over the course of a text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
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Unit 2: A Celebration of Human Achievement 
 Content Standards 

●​ RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or 
argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

●​ RI.PP.11–12.5. Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or through rhetoric, analyzing how style and 
content convey information and advance a point of view. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.A.  Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.B.  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and possible biases. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.C.  Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.D.  Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and objective for academic writing) 
while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.E.  Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance 
of the topic). 

●​ W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 
processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.A.  Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple 
point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.B.  Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3.C.  Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a 
particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

●​ W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new approach; sustaining effort to 
complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a 
style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

●​ W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 
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Unit 2: A Celebration of Human Achievement 
 Content Standards 

●​ W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow 
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

●​ W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1.A.  Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

●​ SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make 
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

●​ SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

●​ SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1.B.  Observe hyphenation conventions. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1.C.  Recognize spelling conventions. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or 

style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2.A. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 

including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3.A.  Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 
●​ L.VI.11–12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings, including connotative meanings. 
●​ L.VI.11–12.4.A.  Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 

 
Student Learning Objectives 

Students will be able to… 
●​ Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 

one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
●​ Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 

ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
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●​ Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

●​ Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

●​ Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

●​ Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and wellstructured event sequences. 
●​ Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 
●​ Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
●​ Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
●​ Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 
●​ Acquire and use accurate general academic and domain specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 

●​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
●​ Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 
●​  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
●​ Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 

other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well- reasoned exchange of ideas 
●​ Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
●​ Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
●​ Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility 

and accuracy of each source.  
●​ Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
●​ Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
●​ Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 

of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
●​ Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 

the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
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●​ Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of 
each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

●​ Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
●​ Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
●​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  
●​ Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for 

each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible 
biases. 

●​ Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and 
reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

●​ Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome 
(e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

●​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

●​ Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create 
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

●​ Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author 
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

●​ Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points 
clear, convincing, and engaging. 

●​ Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

●​ Read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.  
●​ Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

●​ Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide 
a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

●​ Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, 
or understatement). 
 

Integrated Accommodations and Modifications 
Special Education Students English Language Learners At Risk 

●​ Utilize modifications & accommodations 
delineated in the student’s IEP 

WIDA Can Do Descriptors  
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors 

 

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal 
presentations  

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors
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●​ Provide additional manipulatives to support 
instruction 

●​ Allow for alternative strategies to solve 
algorithms or tasks 

●​ Provide the steps needed to complete the 
task 

●​ Model frequently 
●​ Provide repetition and practice.  
●​ Use visuals to demonstrate/model the 

processes 
●​ Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions  
●​ Ask students to restate information, 

directions, and assignments. 
●​ Provide copy of class notes 
●​ Distribute study guide for classroom tests. 
●​ Provide preferential seating to be mutually 

determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school 

communication 
●​ Allow extended time to complete 

assignment 
●​ Establish procedures for accommodations / 

modifications for assessments 
●​ Allow student to take/complete tests in an 

alternate setting as needed 
 

Appendix A: Special Education Accommodations 
and Modifications 

●​ Modify Assignments  
●​ Use testing and portfolio assessment  
●​ Utilize Native Language Translation (peer, 

online assistive technology, translation 
device, bilingual dictionary)  

●​ Repeat, rephrase, paraphrase key concepts 
and directions  

●​ Allow for extended time for assignment 
completion as needed  

●​ Highlight key vocabulary  
●​ Define essential vocabulary in context  
●​ Use graphic organizers, visuals, 

manipulatives and other concrete materials  
●​ Use gestures, facial expressions and body 

language  
●​ Read aloud  
●​ Build on what students already know and 

prior experience 

●​ Ask students to restate information, 
directions, and assignments.  

●​ Provide repetition and and practice  
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered. 
●​ Provide extended time to complete class 

work  
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Provide preferential seating to be mutually 

determined by the student and teacher  
●​ Allow the use of a computer to complete 

assignments.  
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling 

on assignments  
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home.  
●​ Provide Peer Support  
●​ Increase one on one time 

Gifted and Talented Students 504 Plan 
●​ Utilize advanced, accelerated, or compacted content  
●​ Provide assignments that emphasize higher- level thinking skills.  
●​ Allow for individual student interest  
●​ Gear assignments to development in areas of affect, creativity, cognition, 

and research skills  
●​ Allow for a variety in types of resources  
●​ Provide problem-based assignments with planned scope and sequence  

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations  
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments.  
●​ Provide repetition and and practice  
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered. 
●​ Provide extended time to complete class work  
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Break long assignments into smaller parts 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19f1j6b7qeORSWzrSvIHJRXxg0_ZPD7y2hmkMXnsCwSw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19f1j6b7qeORSWzrSvIHJRXxg0_ZPD7y2hmkMXnsCwSw/edit?usp=sharing
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●​ Utilize inquiry-based instruction  
●​ Adjust the pace of lessons  
●​ Utilize Choice Boards  
●​ Provide Problem-Based Learning  
●​ Establish flexible Grouping  

 

●​ Assist student in setting short term goals 
●​ Allow for preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student 

and teacher 
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home.  
●​ Model and reinforce organizational systems (i.e. color-coding)  
●​ Write out homework assignments, check student's recording of 

assignments 
Interdisciplinary Connections Computer Science and Design Thinking 

Visual and Performing Arts 
●​ 1.4.12prof.Re8a: Examine a devised or scripted theatre work and 

identify the supporting evidence/criteria for its effectiveness to 
communicate the central message considering the play’s history, culture, 
and political context. 

●​ 1.4.12prof.Re8b: Evaluate the aesthetics of the production elements in a 
devised or scripted theatre work and their ability to support or extend the 
storyline. 

●​ 1.4.12prof.Re8c: Formulate a deeper understanding and appreciation of 
a devised or scripted theatre work by considering its specific purpose or 
intended audience. 

●​ 1.4.12acc.Re8a: Analyze and assess a devised or scripted theatre work 
by connecting it to art forms, history, culture, and other disciplines using 
supporting evidence and criteria. 

●​ 1.4.12acc.Re8b: Construct meaning in a devised or scripted theatre work 
considering personal aesthetics and knowledge of production elements 
while respecting others' interpretations. 

●​ 1.4.12acc.Re8c: Verify and articulate how a devised or scripted theatre 
work communicates for a specific purpose and audience.  

●​ 1.4.12adv.Re8a: Research and synthesize cultural and historical 
information related to a devised or scripted theatre work to support or 
evaluate artistic choices. 

●​ 1.4.12adv.Re8b: Analyze and evaluate varied aesthetic interpretations of 
production elements for the same devised or scripted theatre work. 

●​ 1.4.12adv.Re8c: Compare and debate the connection between devised or 
scripted theatre work and contemporary issues that may impact 
audiences. 

●​ 1.4.12prof.Cn10a: Investigate how cultural perspectives, community 
ideas, and personal beliefs impact a devised or scripted theatre work.  

Computer Science and Design Thinking Practices 
●​ Fostering an Inclusive Computing and Design Culture 
●​ Collaborating Around Computing and Design 
●​ Recognizing and Defining Computational Problems 
●​ Developing and Using Abstractions 
●​ Creating Computational Artifacts 
●​ Testing and Refining Computational Artifacts 
●​ Communicating About Computing and Design 

 
Computer Science and Design Thinking Standards 

●​ 8.1.12.CS.1: Describe ways in which integrated systems hide underlying 
implementation details to simplify user experiences. 

●​ 8.1.12.CS.2: Model interactions between application software, system 
software, and hardware. 

●​ 8.1.12.CS.3: Compare the functions of application software, system 
software, and hardware.  
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●​ 1.4.12acc.Cn10a: Choose, interpret and perform devised or scripted 
theatre work to reflect or question personal beliefs. 

●​ 1.4.12adv.Cn10a: Collaborate on devised or scripted theatre work that 
examines a critical global issue using multiple personal, community and 
cultural perspectives 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills Practices 

●​ Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.  
●​ Attend to financial well-being.  
●​ Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
●​ Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
●​ Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
●​ Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
●​ Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  
●​ Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate effectively.  
●​ Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.                                                                                                     

 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills Standards 
9.1  Personal Financial Literacy 

●​ 9.1.12.CFR.3: Research companies with corporate governance policies supporting the common good and human rights. 
●​ 9.1.12.CFR.4: Demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships among attitudes, assumptions, and patterns of behavior regarding money, saving, 

investing, and work across cultures. 
●​ 9.1.12.CFR.5: Summarize the purpose and importance of estate planning documents (e.g., will, durable power of attorney, living will, health care proxy, 

etc.). 
●​ 9.1.12.CFR.6: Identify and explain the consequences of breaking federal and/or state employment or financial laws 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training 
●​  9.2.12.CAP.15: Demonstrate how exemptions, deductions, and deferred income (e.g., retirement or medical) can reduce taxable income. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.16: Explain why taxes are withheld from income and the relationship of federal, state, and local taxes (e.g., property, income, excise, and sales) 

and how the money collected is used by local, county, state, and federal governments. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.17: Analyze the impact of the collective bargaining process on benefits, income, and fair labor practice. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.18: Differentiate between taxable and nontaxable income from various forms of employment (e.g., cash business, tips, tax filing and 

withholding). 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.19: Explain the purpose of payroll deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical benefits) are taken out of pay, including the cost 

of employee benefits to employers and self-employment income. 
9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills   
21st Century Skills 
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●​ 9.4.12.IML.7: Develop an argument to support a claim regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical issue such as climate change (e.g., NJSLSA.W1, 
7.1.AL.PRSNT.4). 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.5: Evaluate, synthesize, and apply information on climate change from various sources appropriately (e.g., 2.1.12.CHSS.6, S.IC.B.4, S.IC.B.6, 
8.1.12.DA.1, 6.1.12.GeoHE.14.a, 7.1.AL.PRSNT.2) 

●​  9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 
Technology Integration 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.6: Use various types of media to produce and store information on climate change for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 
cultural, gender, and age diversity (e.g., NJSLSA.SL5). 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.9: Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within information and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 
7.1.IL.IPRET.4). 

SEL Competencies 
●​ Self - Awareness 
●​ Self - Management 
●​ Social Awareness 
●​ Responsible Decision Making 
●​ Relationship Skills 

 
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/index.shtml 

 
District/School Formative Assessment Plan District/School Summative Assessment Plan 

Formative assessment informs instruction and is ongoing throughout a unit to 
determine how students are progressing against the standards. 

Teachers are encouraged to incorporate Formative Assessments into all lessons.  
During instruction, teachers will collect ongoing information on students’ 
mastery of content through a variety of methods: 

●​ Questioning: using Socratic method, probing questions, a hierarchical 
system in complexity (Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

●​ Exit tickets, rotational activities (stations), quizzes, and small group 
activities 

●​ Classwork, homework, group work (formative assessment) 
●​ Pre-Assessment, teacher’s observation, class discussion, and journal  
●​ End of unit assessment practice 
●​ Mentor Text Analysis 
●​ Quick check assessments 

 
 

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students to demonstrate mastery 
of the skills taught during a particular unit. 
 

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ Growth Measure Assessment 
●​ iReady Assessment 
 
Standardized Assessments: 
●​ NJSLA 
Other Summative Assessments: Teachers are encouraged to design and 
their own assessments (topic/module tests and quizzes) individually and/or 
with their department or grade-level partners, as per Uniform Grading 
Profile. 

 
●​ End of unit assessments: 

○​ End of Selection test 
○​ On demand writing task: Literary Analysis 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/index.shtml
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Project Ideas: 
●​ End of Selection Choices  

Targeted Academic Vocabulary 

anticipate, conceive, integrity, drama, ambiguous, genre, double entendre, entail, emulation, hierarchy, treachery, feeble, scorn, realm, valor, infantry, smart, esprit de 
corps, rotation, scrounge, chafe 

 
Textbook Resources District/School Primary and Supplementary Resources 

●​ Selection Texts: 
○​ The Tragedy of Hamlet 
○​ Excerpt from Hamlet- Film Clips 
○​ Hamlet’s Dull Revenge 
○​ Sonnet 30 and Sonnet 75 
○​ A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning 
○​ To His Coy Mistress 
○​ Excerpt from Before the Spanish Armada Invasion 
○​ Twenty-One Love Poems (Poem III) 
○​ For Army Infantry’s First Woman, Heavy Packs and the 

Weight of History 
 

●​ Reader’s Choice 
○​ Sonnet 18, Sonnet 29, Sonnet 130 
○​ Elizabeth I: The Reality Behind the Mask 
○​ The Passionate Shepherd to His Love 
○​ The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd 

 
●​ Online Textbook Resources 

○​ eBook 
○​ Response Log 
○​ Selection Test 
○​ Selection Audio 
○​ Text Sketch 
○​ Summary 
○​ Notice & Note Handbook 
○​ Graphic Organizers 
○​ Peer Coach Videos 
○​ Anchor Charts 
○​ Level Up 

District-Mandated Resources 
●​ Writable 

Assessment Resources: 
●​ Textbook:  

○​ Writing Prompts 
○​ Selection Tests 

 
Other Resources: 

●​ Hamlet | Conversations in Literature | PBS LearningMedia 
●​ Hamlet | Standard Deviants | PBS LearningMedia 
●​ Suits of Woe: Grief and Loss in Hamlet | Shakespeare Uncovered | PBS 

LearningMedia 
●​ Newsela - Authors: William Shakespeare 
●​ Newsela | Shakespeare: From Stage To Screen 
●​ Newsela - Learning Shakespeare and writing sonnets in youth prison 
●​ Creating Safe Schools for LGBTQ+ Youth | DASH | CDC (LGBTQ+) 
●​ NEA LGBTQ+ Resources | NEA (LBGTQ+) 
●​ 'Proud Shakespeare’ and the LGBTQ+ Lived Experience (LGBTQ+) 

 

 

https://www.hmhco.com/one
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/3bd96010-7ad9-41f8-a787-dcb4a8ec007b/hamlet-conversations-in-literature/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/e3436944-8421-4d7a-bce5-4b9c7405b72f/hamlet-standard-deviants/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/shak13.ela.lit.suits/suits-of-woe-grief-and-loss-in-hamlet-shakespeare-uncovered/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/shak13.ela.lit.suits/suits-of-woe-grief-and-loss-in-hamlet-shakespeare-uncovered/
https://newsela.com/read/bio-author-shakespeare/id/19273/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/430988
https://newsela.com/read/learning-shakespeare-in-prison/id/2000003483/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/safe-supportive-environments/pd-lgbtq.htm
https://www.nea.org/resource-library/nea-lgbtq-resources
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/blogs/proud-shakespeare-and-the-lgbtq-lived-experience/
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■​ Tutorial 
■​ Practice 

○​ Interactive Vocabulary Lessons 
○​ Multilingual Glossary and Summary 
○​ Critical Vocabulary 
○​ Literary Terms and Academic Vocabulary: Spanish 

Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars 
See Appendix B 

Pacing Guide 
Grade 12 ELA Pacing Guide 

 
 

Unit 3: An Era of Rapid Change 
Overview 

In this unit, students will examine the Victorian era in England, a time of great technological change and new perspectives in literature. Through the analysis of texts 
by authors such as Charles Dickens, Robert Browning, and Mary Shelley, students will explore the social, technological, and moral transformations of the 19th 
century. They will consider how literature reflected and critiqued the rapid changes of the era. 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
●​ What is a true benefactor? 
●​ How do you view the world? 
●​ What brings out cruelty in people? 
●​ Which invention has had the greatest impact on your life? 

●​ In Victorian England, there was a wide gap between the haves and the 
have-nots. Some wealthy people took action to help the poor, but they 
weren’t as motivated by kindness. 

●​ Although many Victorians embraced new ideas about religion and 
science, others viewed these changes with dread and looked to the past 
for comfort. 

●​ Victorian readers, like readers today, were often fascinated by cruel, 
weird, or dangerous literary characters. 

●​ Technology transformed British life in the 19th century, allowing people 
to travel and communicate at a speed never imagined before.  

 
Unit 3: An Era of Rapid Change 

 Content Standards 
●​ RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly support a comprehensive analysis of 

multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text 
leaves matters uncertain. 
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Unit 3: An Era of Rapid Change 
 Content Standards 

●​ RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding how to develop and relate elements of a 
story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

●​ RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the 
same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 

●​ RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly support a comprehensive analysis of 
multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 

●​ RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 
including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

●​ RI.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve conflicting information, or develop an 
interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a personal point of view, new interpretation of the concept). 

●​ W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) 
to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

●​ W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new approach; sustaining effort to complete 
complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual 
(such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

●​ W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  

●​ W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths 
and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

●​ W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 
11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

●​ SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make 
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

●​ SL.ES.11–12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

●​ SL.PI.11–12.4. Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

●​ SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest 

●​ SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
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Unit 3: An Era of Rapid Change 
 Content Standards 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 

and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2.B.  Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 

including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3.A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3.D.  Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 

pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 
 
 

 
Student Learning Objectives 

●​ Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

●​ Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

●​ Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

●​ Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts when reading. 

●​ Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility 
and accuracy of each source.  

●​ Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 

●​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

●​ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
●​ Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience.  
●​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 
●​ Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
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●​ Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

●​ Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
●​ Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

●​ Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, 
or understatement). 

●​ Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

●​ Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

●​ Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points 
clear, convincing, and engaging. 

●​ Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
●​ Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 

the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
●​ Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of 

each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

●​ Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

●​ Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

●​ Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
●​ Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and wellstructured event sequences. 
●​ Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
●​ Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including 

new arguments or information. 
 

Integrated Accommodations and Modifications 
Special Education Students English Language Learners At Risk 

●​ Utilize modifications & accommodations 
delineated in the student’s IEP 

●​ Provide additional manipulatives to support 
instruction 

WIDA Can Do Descriptors  
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors 

 
●​ Modify Assignments  

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal 
presentations  

●​ Ask students to restate information, 
directions, and assignments.  

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors
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●​ Allow for alternative strategies to solve 
algorithms or tasks 

●​ Provide the steps needed to complete the 
task 

●​ Model frequently 
●​ Provide repetition and practice.  
●​ Use visuals to demonstrate/model the 

processes 
●​ Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions  
●​ Ask students to restate information, 

directions, and assignments. 
●​ Provide copy of class notes 
●​ Distribute study guide for classroom tests. 
●​ Provide preferential seating to be mutually 

determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school 

communication 
●​ Allow extended time to complete 

assignment 
●​ Establish procedures for accommodations / 

modifications for assessments 
●​ Allow student to take/complete tests in an 

alternate setting as needed 
 

Appendix A: Special Education Accommodations 
and Modifications 

●​ Use testing and portfolio assessment  
●​ Utilize Native Language Translation (peer, 

online assistive technology, translation 
device, bilingual dictionary)  

●​ Repeat, rephrase, paraphrase key concepts 
and directions  

●​ Allow for extended time for assignment 
completion as needed  

●​ Highlight key vocabulary  
●​ Define essential vocabulary in context  
●​ Use graphic organizers, visuals, 

manipulatives and other concrete materials  
●​ Use gestures, facial expressions and body 

language  
●​ Read aloud  
●​ Build on what students already know and 

prior experience 

●​ Provide repetition and and practice  
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered. 
●​ Provide extended time to complete class 

work  
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Provide preferential seating to be mutually 

determined by the student and teacher  
●​ Allow the use of a computer to complete 

assignments.  
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling 

on assignments  
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home.  
●​ Provide Peer Support  
●​ Increase one on one time 

Gifted and Talented Students 504 Plan 
●​ Utilize advanced, accelerated, or compacted content  
●​ Provide assignments that emphasize higher- level thinking skills.  
●​ Allow for individual student interest  
●​ Gear assignments to development in areas of affect, creativity, cognition, 

and research skills  
●​ Allow for a variety in types of resources  
●​ Provide problem-based assignments with planned scope and sequence  
●​ Utilize inquiry-based instruction  
●​ Adjust the pace of lessons  

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations  
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments.  
●​ Provide repetition and and practice  
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered. 
●​ Provide extended time to complete class work  
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Break long assignments into smaller parts 
●​ Assist student in setting short term goals 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19f1j6b7qeORSWzrSvIHJRXxg0_ZPD7y2hmkMXnsCwSw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19f1j6b7qeORSWzrSvIHJRXxg0_ZPD7y2hmkMXnsCwSw/edit?usp=sharing
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●​ Utilize Choice Boards  
●​ Provide Problem-Based Learning  
●​ Establish flexible Grouping  

 
 

●​ Allow for preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student 
and teacher 

●​ Provide extra textbooks for home.  
●​ Model and reinforce organizational systems (i.e. color-coding)  
●​ Write out homework assignments, check student's recording of 

assignments 
Interdisciplinary Connections Computer Science and Design Thinking 

Social Studies 
●​  6.2.12.CivicsPR.2.a: Compare the principle ideas of the Enlightenment 

in Europe (e.g., political, social, gender, education) with similar ideas in 
Asia and the Muslim / Islamic empires of the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPR.2.b: Determine the reasons for, and the consequences 
of, the rise of powerful, centralized nation states in Europe (i.e., the 
French absolute monarchy and the English limited monarchy). 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.a: Determine the factors that led to the Reformation 
and the impact on European politics. 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.b: Explore the factors that laid the foundation for the 
Renaissance (i.e., Asian and Islamic, Ancient Greek and Roman 
innovations). 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.2.a: Analyze the impact of new intellectual, 
philosophical, and scientific ideas on how humans viewed themselves 
and how they viewed their physical and spiritual worlds. 

Computer Science and Design Thinking Practices 
●​ Fostering an Inclusive Computing and Design Culture 
●​ Collaborating Around Computing and Design 
●​ Recognizing and Defining Computational Problems 
●​ Developing and Using Abstractions 
●​ Creating Computational Artifacts 
●​ Testing and Refining Computational Artifacts 
●​ Communicating About Computing and Design 

 
Computer Science and Design Thinking Standards 

●​  8.1.12.DA.2: Describe the trade-offs in how and where data is 
organized and stored. 

●​ 8.1.12.DA.3: Translate between decimal numbers and binary numbers. 
●​ 8.1.12.DA.4: Explain the relationship between binary numbers and the 

storage and use of data in a computing device. 
 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills Practices 

●​ Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.  
●​ Attend to financial well-being.  
●​ Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
●​ Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
●​ Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
●​ Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
●​ Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  
●​ Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate effectively.  
●​ Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.                                                                                                     

 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills Standards 
9.1  Personal Financial Literacy 
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●​ 9.1.12.EG.3: Explain how individuals and businesses influence government policies. 
●​ 9.1.12.EG.4: Explain the relationship between your personal financial situation and the broader economic and governmental policies. 
●​ 9.1.12.EG.5: Relate a country’s economic system of production and consumption to building personal wealth, the mindset of social comparison, and 

achieving societal responsibilities. 
●​ 9.1.12.EG.1: Review the tax rates on different sources of income and on different types of products and services purchased. 
●​ 9.1.12.EG.2: Explain why various forms of income are taxed differently. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.1: Analyze unemployment rates for workers with different levels of education and how the economic, social, and political conditions of a time 

period are affected by a recession. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.2: Develop college and career readiness skills by participating in opportunities such as structured learning experiences, apprenticeships, and dual 

enrollment programs. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.3: Investigate how continuing education contributes to one's career and personal growth. 

9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills   
21st Century Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a).  
●​ 9.4.12.DC.3: Evaluate the social and economic implications of privacy in the context of safety, law, or ethics (e.g., 6.3.12.HistoryCA.1). 

Technology Integration 
●​ 9.4.12.DC.4: Explain the privacy concerns related to the collection of data (e.g., cookies) and generation of data through automated processes that may not 

be evident to users (e.g., 8.1.12.NI.3). 
●​ 9.4.12.DC.5: Debate laws and regulations that impact the development and use of software.  
●​ 9.4.12.DC.8: Explain how increased network connectivity and computing capabilities of everyday objects allow for innovative technological approaches to 

climate protection.  
●​ 9.4.12.DC.7: Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and responsibilities of careers, and other aspects of society (e.g., 

6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a).  
SEL Competencies 

●​ Self - Awareness 
●​ Self - Management 
●​ Social Awareness 
●​ Responsible Decision Making 
●​ Relationship Skills 

 
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/index.shtml 

 
District/School Formative Assessment Plan District/School Summative Assessment Plan 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/index.shtml
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Formative assessment informs instruction and is ongoing throughout a unit to 
determine how students are progressing against the standards. 

Teachers are encouraged to incorporate Formative Assessments into all lessons.  
During instruction, teachers will collect ongoing information on students’ 
mastery of content through a variety of methods: 

●​ Questioning: using Socratic method, probing questions, a hierarchical 
system in complexity (Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

●​ Exit tickets, rotational activities (stations), quizzes, and small group 
activities 

●​ Classwork, homework, group work (formative assessment)   
●​ Pre-Assessment, teacher’s observation, class discussion, and journal  
●​ End of unit assessment practice 
●​ Mentor Text Analysis 
●​ Quick check assessments 

 
 

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students to demonstrate mastery 
of the skills taught during a particular unit. 
 

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ Growth Measure Assessment 
●​ iReady Assessment 
 
Standardized Assessments: 
●​ NJSLA 
Other Summative Assessments: Teachers are encouraged to design and 
their own assessments (topic/module tests and quizzes) individually and/or 
with their department or grade-level partners, as per Uniform Grading 
Profile. 

 
●​ End of unit assessments: 

○​ End of Selection test 
○​ On demand writing task: Research 

Project Ideas: 
●​ End of Selection Choices  

Targeted Academic Vocabulary 

indefatigable, ruddy, morose, commencing, vogue, reluctance, depress, conform, confine, abandon, depress, commence, self-possessed, gilded, trinket, dogged, 
aversion, brooding, coffin, reluctance, forebear, underpin, pervasive, cacophony, sea change, posit, immersion, Luddite,  

 
Textbook Resources District/School Primary and Supplementary Resources 

●​ Selection Texts: 
○​ Excerpt from Jane Eyre 
○​ The Lady of Shalott 
○​ The Victorian Had the Same Concerns About Technology As 

We Do 
○​ Excerpt from Great Expectations 
○​ Factory Reform 
○​ Dover Beach 
○​ THe Darkling Thrush 
○​ My Last Duchess 
○​ Blood 

 

District-Mandated Resources 
●​ Writable 

Assessment Resources: 
●​ Textbook:  

○​ Writing Prompts 
○​ Selection Tests 

 
Other Resources: 

●​ Timeline | Empires: Queen Victoria's Empire | PBS LearningMedia 
(Diversity, Equity and Inclusion) 

●​ Queen Victoria | Empires: Queen Victoria's Empire | PBS LearningMedia  
(Diversity, Equity and Inclusion) 

 

https://www.hmhco.com/one
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/9681223f-0752-4c36-8223-fea5333d802f/timeline-empires-queen-victorias-empire/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ce2229c4-b204-4642-a4ef-21c335025746/queen-victoria-empires-queen-victorias-empire/
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●​ Reader’s Choice 
○​ Sonnet 34 
○​ The Great Exhibition 
○​ Remembrance 
○​ Song 
○​ Evidence of Progress 

 
●​ Online Textbook Resources 

○​ eBook 
○​ Response Log 
○​ Selection Test 
○​ Selection Audio 
○​ Text Sketch 
○​ Summary 
○​ Notice & Note Handbook 
○​ Graphic Organizers 
○​ Peer Coach Videos 
○​ Anchor Charts 
○​ Level Up 

■​ Tutorial 
■​ Practice 

○​ Interactive Vocabulary Lessons 
○​ Multilingual Glossary and Summary 
○​ Critical Vocabulary 
○​ Literary Terms and Academic Vocabulary: Spanish 

●​ Slavery and Its Legacy in England | Sanditon | PBS LearningMedia 
(Amistad Law) 

●​ The Great Exhibition | Victoria, Season 3 | PBS LearningMedia 
●​ Queen Victoria and the Anti-Slavery Movement in England | Victoria, 

Season 1 | PBS LearningMedia (Amistad Law/ Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion) 

●​ Newsela | Day 9: Gender roles in Victorian times (Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion) 

●​ Text Sets - British Romanticism (commonlit.org) 
●​ Book Pairings - Jane Eyre (commonlit.org) (Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion) 
 
 

Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars 
See Appendix B 

Pacing Guide 
Grade 12 ELA Pacing Guide 

 

 

https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/mast20s-ela-slaveryengland/slavery-and-its-legacy-in-england-sanditon/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/mastt19vic-soc-grtexhibition/the-great-exhibition-victoria-season-3/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/mast17vic-soc-antislavery/masterpiece-victoria-the-anti-slavery-movement-in-england/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/mast17vic-soc-antislavery/masterpiece-victoria-the-anti-slavery-movement-in-england/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000232603
https://www.commonlit.org/en/text-sets/british-romanticism
https://www.commonlit.org/en/book-pairings/jane-eyre
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Unit 4: New Ideas, New Voices 

Overview 
In this unit, students will explore modern and contemporary British literature. 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
●​ What makes people feel insecure? 
●​ Why is it hard to resist social pressure? 
●​ What is the power of symbols? 
●​ How do you measure a person’s worth? 

●​ The modern world has many technologies and systems devoted to 
security. Yet people continue to experience insecurity in their daily lives, 
their relationships, and even their sense of self. 

●​ The company you keep can influence your thoughts and actions for 
better or worse. Social pressure affects us all, whether it comes from 
friends, relatives, or the community.  

●​ Symbols are a powerful form of communication. They create multiple 
levels of meaning by connecting ideas to objects and images. 

●​ “How much are you worth?” is a common way to ask about wealth. 
With a wide gap between the rich and everyone else, many object to 
using money to measure the value of a person. 

 
Unit 4: New Ideas, New Voices 

 Content Standards 
●​ RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly support a comprehensive analysis of 

multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text 
leaves matters uncertain. 

●​ RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 
or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

●​ RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or 
end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 

●​ RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the 
same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 

●​ RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly support a comprehensive analysis of 
multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 

●​ RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 
including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

●​ RI.PP.11–12.5. Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or through rhetoric, analyzing how style and content 
convey information and advance a point of view. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
●​ W.AW.11–12.1.A.  Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
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Unit 4: New Ideas, New Voices 
 Content Standards 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.B.  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, 
values, and possible biases. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.C.  Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.D.  Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and objective for academic writing) while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

●​ W.AW.11–12.1.E.  Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the 
topic). 

●​ W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) 
to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. 

●​ W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

●​ W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new approach; sustaining effort to complete 
complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such 
as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

●​ W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation 

●​ W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths 
and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

●​ W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 
11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1.A.  Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

●​ SL.PE.11–12.1.B.  Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g., student 
developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

●​ SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make 
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

●​ SL.ES.11–12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

●​ SL.PI.11–12.4. Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
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Unit 4: New Ideas, New Voices 
 Content Standards 

●​ SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest 

●​ L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or speaking. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1.B.  Observe hyphenation conventions. 
●​ L.SS.11–12.1.C.  Recognize spelling conventions. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 

and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ L.KL.11–12.2.B.  Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, 

including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3.A.  Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3.B.  Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, 

conceivable). 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3.D.  Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 

pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 
●​ L.VL.11–12.3.E.  Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 

Student Learning Objectives 
Students will be able to… 

●​ Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

●​ Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

●​ Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide 
a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

●​ Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, 
or understatement). 

●​ Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

●​ Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of 
each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
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●​ Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
●​ Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 

determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
●​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
●​ Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 

complex texts when reading. 
●​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 
●​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 
●​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 
●​ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary) 
●​ Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
●​ Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 

emphasis, and tone used. 
●​ Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
●​ Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience.   
●​ Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
●​ Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
●​ Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points 

clear, convincing, and engaging. 
●​ Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility 

and accuracy of each source. 
●​ Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 

other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well- reasoned exchange of ideas. 
●​ Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 
●​ Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, 

and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
●​ Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 

of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
●​ Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience.  
●​ Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and wellstructured event sequences. 
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●​ Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

●​ Read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.  
●​ Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
●​ Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
●​ Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create 

an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
●​ Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for 

each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible 
biases. 

●​ Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and 
reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

●​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

●​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  
●​ Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 
●​ Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed. 

 
Integrated Accommodations and Modifications 

Special Education Students English Language Learners At Risk 
●​ Utilize modifications & accommodations 

delineated in the student’s IEP 
●​ Provide additional manipulatives to support 

instruction 
●​ Allow for alternative strategies to solve 

algorithms or tasks 
●​ Provide the steps needed to complete the 

task 
●​ Model frequently 
●​ Provide repetition and practice.  
●​ Use visuals to demonstrate/model the 

processes 
●​ Restate, reread, and clarify 

directions/questions  
●​ Ask students to restate information, 

directions, and assignments. 

WIDA Can Do Descriptors  
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors 

 
●​ Modify Assignments  
●​ Use testing and portfolio assessment  
●​ Utilize Native Language Translation (peer, 

online assistive technology, translation 
device, bilingual dictionary)  

●​ Repeat, rephrase, paraphrase key concepts 
and directions  

●​ Allow for extended time for assignment 
completion as needed  

●​ Highlight key vocabulary  
●​ Define essential vocabulary in context  
●​ Use graphic organizers, visuals, 

manipulatives and other concrete materials  

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal 
presentations  

●​ Ask students to restate information, 
directions, and assignments.  

●​ Provide repetition and and practice  
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered. 
●​ Provide extended time to complete class 

work  
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Provide preferential seating to be mutually 

determined by the student and teacher  
●​ Allow the use of a computer to complete 

assignments.  
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling 

on assignments  
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home.  

 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors
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●​ Provide copy of class notes 
●​ Distribute study guide for classroom tests. 
●​ Provide preferential seating to be mutually 

determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school 

communication 
●​ Allow extended time to complete 

assignment 
●​ Establish procedures for accommodations / 

modifications for assessments 
●​ Allow student to take/complete tests in an 

alternate setting as needed 
 

Appendix A: Special Education Accommodations 
and Modifications 

●​ Use gestures, facial expressions and body 
language  

●​ Read aloud  
●​ Build on what students already know and 

prior experience 

●​ Provide Peer Support  
●​ Increase one on one time 

Gifted and Talented Students 504 Plan 
●​ Utilize advanced, accelerated, or compacted content  
●​ Provide assignments that emphasize higher- level thinking skills.  
●​ Allow for individual student interest  
●​ Gear assignments to development in areas of affect, creativity, cognition, 

and research skills  
●​ Allow for a variety in types of resources  
●​ Provide problem-based assignments with planned scope and sequence  
●​ Utilize inquiry-based instruction  
●​ Adjust the pace of lessons  
●​ Utilize Choice Boards  
●​ Provide Problem-Based Learning  
●​ Establish flexible Grouping  

 
 

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations  
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments.  
●​ Provide repetition and and practice  
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered. 
●​ Provide extended time to complete class work  
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Break long assignments into smaller parts 
●​ Assist student in setting short term goals 
●​ Allow for preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student 

and teacher 
●​ Provide extra textbooks for home.  
●​ Model and reinforce organizational systems (i.e. color-coding)  
●​ Write out homework assignments, check student's recording of 

assignments 
Interdisciplinary Connections Computer Science and Design Thinking 

Social Studies 
●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPI.6.a: Use historic case studies or a current event to assess 

the effectiveness of multinational organizations in attempting to solve 
global issues. 

Computer Science and Design Thinking Practices 
●​ Fostering an Inclusive Computing and Design Culture 
●​ Collaborating Around Computing and Design 
●​ Recognizing and Defining Computational Problems 
●​ Developing and Using Abstractions 
●​ Creating Computational Artifacts 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19f1j6b7qeORSWzrSvIHJRXxg0_ZPD7y2hmkMXnsCwSw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19f1j6b7qeORSWzrSvIHJRXxg0_ZPD7y2hmkMXnsCwSw/edit?usp=sharing
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●​ 6.2.12.CivicsHR.6.a: Evaluate the effectiveness of responses by 
governments and international organizations to tensions resulting from 
ethnic, territorial, religious, and/or nationalist differences. 

●​ 6.2.12.CivicsHR.6.b: Make an evidence-based argument on the tensions 
between national sovereignty and global priorities regarding economic 
development and environmental sustainability and its impact on human 
rights. 

●​ 6.2.12.GeoPP.6.a: Make evidence-based inferences to determine the 
global impact of increased population growth, migration, and changes in 
urban-rural populations on natural resources and land use. 

●​  6.2.12.GeoGI.5.a: Use maps and primary sources to evaluate the impact 
of geography and economics on the decisions made by the Soviet Union 
and the United States to expand and protect their spheres of influence. 

●​ Testing and Refining Computational Artifacts 
●​ Communicating About Computing and Design 

 
Computer Science and Design Thinking Standards 

●​ 8.1.12.DA.5: Create data visualizations from large data sets to 
summarize, communicate, and support different interpretations of 
real-world phenomena.  

●​  program complexity based on functionality, storage, and performance 
trade-offs. 8.1.12.AP.2: Create generalized computational solutions 
using collections instead of repeatedly using simple variables. 

●​ 8.2.12.ED.5: Evaluate the effectiveness of a product or system based on 
factors that are related to its requirements, specifications, and constraints 
(e.g., safety, reliability, economic considerations, quality control, 
environmental concerns, manufacturability, maintenance and repair, 
ergonomics). 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills Practices 

●​ Act as a responsible and contributing community member and employee.  
●​ Attend to financial well-being.  
●​ Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
●​ Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
●​ Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
●​ Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
●​ Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  
●​ Use technology to enhance productivity, increase collaboration and communicate effectively.  
●​ Work productively in teams while using cultural/global competence.                                                                                                     

 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills Standards 
9.1  Personal Financial Literacy 

●​ 99.1.12.CDM.9: Summarize the causes and consequences of personal and corporate bankruptcy and evaluate the implications for self and others. 
●​ 9.1.12.CDM.10: Determine when credit counselling is necessary and evaluate the resources available to assist consumers who wish to use it. 
●​ 9.1.12.CP.3: Summarize factors that affect a positive credit rating, including on-time payments, debt versus available credit, length of open credit, and how 

often you apply for credit. 
●​ 9.1.12.CP.4: Identify the skill sets needed to build and maintain a positive credit profile. 
●​ 9.1.12.CP.5: Create a plan to improve and maintain an excellent credit rating. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training 
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●​ 9.2.12.CAP.14: Analyze and critique various sources of income and available resources (e.g., financial assets, property, and transfer payments) and how they 
may substitute for earned income.  

●​  9.2.12.CAP.15: Demonstrate how exemptions, deductions, and deferred income (e.g., retirement or medical) can reduce taxable income. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.16: Explain why taxes are withheld from income and the relationship of federal, state, and local taxes (e.g., property, income, excise, and sales) 

and how the money collected is used by local, county, state, and federal governments. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.17: Analyze the impact of the collective bargaining process on benefits, income, and fair labor practice 

9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills   
21st Century Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a).  
●​ 9.4.12.CI.2: Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills, and abilities (e.g., 1.4.12prof.CR2b, 2.2.12.LF.8). 
●​ 9.4.12.IML.5: Evaluate, synthesize, and apply information on climate change from various sources appropriately (e.g., 2.1.12.CHSS.6, S.IC.B.4, S.IC.B.6, 

8.1.12.DA.1, 6.1.12.GeoHE.14.a, 7.1.AL.PRSNT.2). 
●​ 9.4.12.IML.7: Develop an argument to support a claim regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical issue such as climate change (e.g., NJSLSA.W1, 

7.1.AL.PRSNT.4). 
Technology Integration 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.6: Use various types of media to produce and store information on climate change for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 
cultural, gender, and age diversity (e.g., NJSLSA.SL5). 

SEL Competencies 
●​ Self - Awareness 
●​ Self - Management 
●​ Social Awareness 
●​ Responsible Decision Making 
●​ Relationship Skills 

 
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/index.shtml 

 
District/School Formative Assessment Plan District/School Summative Assessment Plan 

Formative assessment informs instruction and is ongoing throughout a unit to 
determine how students are progressing against the standards. 

Teachers are encouraged to incorporate Formative Assessments into all lessons.  
During instruction, teachers will collect ongoing information on students’ 
mastery of content through a variety of methods: 

●​ Questioning: using Socratic method, probing questions, a hierarchical 
system in complexity (Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

●​ Exit tickets, rotational activities (stations), quizzes, and small group 
activities 

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students to demonstrate mastery 
of the skills taught during a particular unit. 
 

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ Growth Measure Assessment 
●​ iReady Assessment 
 
Standardized Assessments: 
●​ NJSLA 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/wellness/selearning/index.shtml
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●​ Classwork, homework, group work (formative assessment) 
●​ Pre-Assessment, teacher’s observation, class discussion, and journal  
●​ End of unit assessment practice 
●​ Mentor Text Analysis 
●​ Quick check assessments 

 
 

Other Summative Assessments: Teachers are encouraged to design and 
their own assessments (topic/module tests and quizzes) individually and/or 
with their department or grade-level partners, as per Uniform Grading 
Profile. 
 
●​ End of unit assessments: 

○​ End of Selection test 
○​ On demand writing task: Argument 

Project Ideas: 
●​ End of Selection Choices  

Targeted Academic Vocabulary 

implication, innate, intelligentsia, zero-sum, innumerable, arbitrary, controversy, convince, denote, undergo, disconnect, cohesiveness, volatile, balmy, loftily, 
brazen, impeccably, imperialism, cowed, supplant, prostrate, despotic, labyrinth, garish, presentable, tactfully, listless, vile, disorientate, procrastinate, 
impressionable, lethargy, incessantly, engagement, senility,  succinctly, accommodations,  

 
Textbook Resources District/School Primary and Supplementary Resources 

●​ Selection Texts: 
○​ The Village After Dark 
○​ A Cup of Tea 
○​ Shooting an Elephant 
○​ My Daughter the Racist 
○​ The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock 
○​ The Second Coming 
○​ Symbols? I’m Sick of Symbols 
○​ The Threat of Inequality 
○​ The Inequality Bogeyman 

 
●​ Reader’s Choice 

○​ Araby 
○​ Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night 
○​ Marriage Is a Private Affair 
○​ Professions for Women 
○​ Digging 

 
●​ Online Textbook Resources 

○​ eBook 

District-Mandated Resources 
●​ Writable 

Assessment Resources: 
●​ Textbook:  

○​ Writing Prompts 
○​ Selection Tests 

 
Other Resources: 

●​ Discussing Literature | Conversations in Literature | PBS LearningMedia 
●​ Rethinking | Conversations in Literature | PBS LearningMedia 
●​ The Holocaust's Uneasy Relationship With Literature - The Atlantic 

(Holocaust Law) 
●​ Teaching the Holocaust through Literature (yadvashem.org) (Holocaust 

Law) 
●​ Holocaust Literature - Literary and Critical Theory - Oxford 

Bibliographies (Holocaust Law) 
●​ The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock by T.S. Eliot | CommonLit 
●​ CommonLit Library | Browse Content by Theme, Grade Level and More: 

Argument 
●​ How to Write an Argumentative Essay | PBS LearningMedia 

 

https://www.hmhco.com/one
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/88c81b3e-9e4f-4a17-9cdc-4909443a866d/discussing-literature-conversations-in-literature/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/33481c6a-5832-4145-a619-5779e2358541/rethinking-conversations-in-literature/
https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2010/12/the-holocausts-uneasy-relationship-with-literature/67998/
https://www.yadvashem.org/articles/general/teaching-the-holocaust-through-literature.html
https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780190221911/obo-9780190221911-0009.xml
https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780190221911/obo-9780190221911-0009.xml
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-love-song-of-j-alfred-prufrock
https://www.commonlit.org/en/library?initiatedFrom=global_navbar&searchQuery=argument%20writing
https://www.commonlit.org/en/library?initiatedFrom=global_navbar&searchQuery=argument%20writing
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/9041468c-c4bb-4d04-8609-ed29feec0bc0/how-to-write-an-argumentative-essay/
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○​ Response Log 
○​ Selection Test 
○​ Selection Audio 
○​ Text Sketch 
○​ Summary 
○​ Notice & Note Handbook 
○​ Graphic Organizers 
○​ Peer Coach Videos 
○​ Anchor Charts 
○​ Level Up 

■​ Tutorial 
■​ Practice 

○​ Interactive Vocabulary Lessons 
○​ Multilingual Glossary and Summary 
○​ Critical Vocabulary 
○​ Literary Terms and Academic Vocabulary: Spanish 

●​ Persuasion Map | PBS LearningMedia 

Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars 
See Appendix B 

Pacing Guide 
Grade 12 ELA Pacing Guide 

 

 
 

 

 

https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/460ed4bb-91a3-4bf4-afb2-0c078f966955/persuasion-map/
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Appendix A: Accommodations and Modifications 

Appendix A: Accommodations and Modifications:  Unit 1 

Accommodations 
·       - Provide audio versions of texts such as Beowulf or The Canterbury Tales. 
·       - Allow extended time for writing assignments and assessments. 
·       - Offer graphic organizers for tracking character traits and themes. 
·       - Use sentence starters and guided questions for written responses. 
·       - Permit oral responses or recorded explanations for students with writing difficulties. 

Modifications 
·       - Simplify complex texts using adapted versions or summaries. 
·       - Reduce the number of required texts or assessments. 
·       - Provide exemplar essays or writing models for reference. 
·       - Allow students to focus on one theme or character in analysis assignments. 
·       - Use alternative assessments such as visual projects or dramatizations. 

 

Appendix A:  Accommodations and Modifications: Unit 2 

Accommodations 
·       - Offer side-by-side modern translations of Shakespearean texts. 
·       - Provide guided notes and summaries for key scenes and sonnets. 
·       - Allow verbal or visual project options in place of written essays. 
·       - Use scaffolded templates for literary analysis and argument writing. 
·       - Allow use of speech-to-text tools and audiobooks. 

Modifications 
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·       - Use abridged versions of complex texts for students reading below grade level. 
·       - Allow focus on a single theme or character rather than multiple. 
·       - Reduce the number of required sources or citations in research assignments. 
·       - Offer alternative assessments such as podcasts or video essays. 
·       - Shorten essay length requirements while maintaining content focus. 

 

Appendix A:  Accommodations and Modifications: Unit 3 

Accommodations 
·       - Provide vocabulary lists and definitions for complex or archaic language. 
·       - Allow students to listen to audio versions of texts and lectures. 
·       - Use scaffolded graphic organizers for literary analysis. 
·       - Offer guided questions and text annotations to support comprehension. 
·       - Permit flexible grouping and peer-assisted learning options. 

Modifications 
·       - Provide simplified or abridged versions of Victorian texts. 
·       - Reduce length and depth of required analysis in writing tasks. 
·       - Allow students to select one theme or character for focus rather than multiple. 
·       - Use alternative assessments such as visual timelines, comics, or videos. 
·       - Allow oral presentations or interviews instead of formal essays. 

 

Appendix A: Accommodations and Modifications:  Unit 4 

Accommodations 
·   ​ - Provide definitions and visual aids for symbolic imagery and figurative language. 
·   ​ - Use audio and visual versions of texts where available. 
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·   ​ - Offer flexible reading assignments with varied text complexity levels. 
·   ​ - Use guided annotation tools and structured reading templates. 
·   ​ - Allow extended time on written assignments and assessments. 

Modifications 
·   ​ - Offer simplified or excerpted versions of texts with key passages. 
·   ​ - Reduce essay length or limit number of required sources. 
·   ​ - Allow creative response projects in place of formal analytical writing. 
·   ​ - Limit the number of literary devices or themes to focus on in analysis. 
·   ​ - Use visual or oral assessments for students with reading/writing challenges. 
 

Appendix B: Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars 

Appendix B: Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars:  Unit 1 
 

Activity Exemplar 

Socratic seminar on what makes a hero Students debate Beowulf’s heroism using text-based evidence 

Narrative writing from a medieval character’s 
perspective 

First-person account by a knight during the Crusades 

Chivalry code creation and analysis Students rewrite the code of chivalry in modern terms and explain 
their reasoning 

Comparative essay on fate and free will Comparison of fate in Beowulf vs. a modern text like Macbeth 
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Close reading and theme tracking in The 
Canterbury Tales 

Chart showing development of social satire in “The Pardoner’s Tale” 

Research presentation on Anglo-Saxon society Student-created slide show connecting Beowulf with Anglo-Saxon 
values 

 

 

Appendix B: Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars: Unit 2 
 

Activity Exemplar 

Literary analysis of Hamlet's internal conflict Essay analyzing Hamlet’s soliloquy ‘To be or not to be’ 

Close reading of Shakespearean sonnets Annotated Sonnet 18 with commentary on metaphor and 
tone 

Debate: Is revenge ever justified? Structured debate using textual and historical evidence 

Creative writing: Modern retelling of a Renaissance sonnet Poem using contemporary language to echo themes of 
Sonnet 130 

Multimedia presentation on Elizabethan society Slide deck exploring gender roles and Queen Elizabeth I’s 
legacy 

Comparison essay: Romantic vs. passionate love Comparison of Romeo & Juliet with a contemporary 
romance 
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Appendix B: Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars:  Unit 3 
 
Activity Exemplar 
Character analysis of a Victorian benefactor Essay analyzing Mr. Brownlow from 'Oliver Twist' as a benefactor 

Research presentation on a 19th-century invention Slide presentation on the impact of the telegraph 

Literary critique on cruelty and class Analysis of the social critique in 'Hard Times' by Dickens 

Poetry analysis of Robert Browning’s dramatic 
monologues 

Close reading of 'My Last Duchess' focusing on tone and character 

Narrative writing: Day in the life of a Victorian worker First-person fictional journal entry with sensory details 

Debate: Science vs. Religion in the Victorian age Structured argument using Frankenstein and primary source 
religious texts 

 

Appendix B: Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars:  Unit 4 
 
Activity Exemplar 

Close reading of a contemporary short story on insecurity Analysis of Zadie Smith’s 'The Embassy of Cambodia' 

Symbolism analysis in poetry Annotated copy of Carol Ann Duffy’s 'Valentine' with symbolism 
notes 

Collaborative discussion on social conformity in literature Socratic seminar on Orwell’s '1984' and peer pressure 

Argumentative essay: What defines a person’s worth? Claim-based essay using textual and real-world evidence 
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Creative writing: A symbolic modern parable Short story featuring symbolic objects and social commentary 

Multimedia presentation on a symbol’s evolution Video essay tracing the changing meanings of 'the crown' in British 
literature 

 

 

Appendix C: 
Classroom Philosophy, Schedule, Structure, and Expectations 
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