
(Best viewed on computer screen) 

Destination of U.S. and U.K. Plastic Waste Exports, Country Waste 
Mismanagement Rates and Evidence of Harms to Receiving Countries 
 

 
Country 
(Waste 

Mismanagement 
Rate) 

U.S. Plastic Waste 
Exports 

U.K. Plastic 
Waste 

Exports 

Evidence of Plastic Waste Import 
Mismanagement: Environmental & 

Social Harms 
 

Australia Announces Ban on 
Plastic Waste Exports: PM says 

“It’s our waste, and it’s our 
responsibility” (Aug 2019) 

2010 - 
2018​
(kg) 

2019​
(kg) 

2019​
(kg) 

Bangladesh 
(87%) 

4 million 4.5 million 0 The Guardian (2018) 

China & Hong 
Kong (74%) 

(HK re-exports to 
other countries) 

12,284 
million 

89.6 million 71.6 million Plastic China video (2014) 
Manila Bulletin (2019) 

South China Morning Post (2019) 
South China Morning Post (Jan 2020) 

South China Morning Post (June 
2020)  

India (85%) 892 million 85.5 million 11.4 million India Times (2018) 
The Wire (2019) 

Indonesia (81%) 370 million 24.3 million 22.5 million Story of Stuff video 
Reuters (2018) 

Huff Post: How A Picturesque Fishing 
Town Became Smothered In Trash 

(2019) 
Jakarta Post (2019): Developed 

countries urged to pick up Brantas 
River trash 

ABC News Australia (2019) 
Swiss Info (2019) 

Radio Free Asia (2019) 
The Australian (2019) 
Citizen Digital (2019) 
Jakarta Post (2019) 

Channel News Asia (2019) 
Free Malaysia Today (August 2019) 

The Telegraph (August 2019) 
Channel News Asia (September 

2019) 
Environmental Leader (September 

2019) 
The Brussels Times (October 2019) 
Resource Recycling (October 2019) 

Mongaybay (November 2019) 
The Guardian (November 2019) 

BBC News (November 2019) 
Channel News Asia (March 2020) 

FRONTLINE and NPR (March 2020) 

https://usatrade.census.gov/
https://usatrade.census.gov/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-08-09/coag-meeting-prime-minister-premiers-plastic-waste-export-ban/11399402
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-08-09/coag-meeting-prime-minister-premiers-plastic-waste-export-ban/11399402
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jul/23/uks-plastic-waste-may-be-dumped-overseas-instead-of-recycled
https://www.plasticchina.org/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/05/24/ecowaste-slams-attempt-to-dump-hong-kong-waste-to-ph/
https://www.scmp.com/comment/opinion/article/3013546/more-year-after-chinas-ban-waste-imports-world-still-learning-clean
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/3047231/hong-kong-green-groups-demand-action-after
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/3089976/shrinking-market-poor-collection-services-have
https://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/why-is-india-importing-plastic-scrap-when-we-can-t-recycle-what-is-generated-domestically-357477.html
https://thewire.in/environment/plastic-import-india-pet-bottles-ban-increase
https://storyofstuff.org/blog/where-away-is/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-environment-zero-waste/in-indonesia-splits-emerge-over-efforts-to-stem-plastic-tide-idUSKCN1OK0H3
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/indonesia-plastic-waste-pollution-solutions_n_5cabc096e4b02e7a705c317c
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/indonesia-plastic-waste-pollution-solutions_n_5cabc096e4b02e7a705c317c
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/04/09/developed-countries-urged-to-pick-up-brantas-river-trash.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-30/australia-accused-of-smuggling-plastic-waste-to-indonesia/11054592
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/business/environment_nations-meet-in-geneva-to-regulate-plastic-waste-trade-/44929772
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/indonesia-plastic-05282019103002.html
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/world/made-in-australia-our-rubbish-lobs-in-javas-backyard/news-story/8b96df4a3becb571bda2646b54f9f676
https://citizentv.co.ke/news/indonesia-vows-send-back-illegal-plastic-waste-258266/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/07/02/indonesia-sends-toxic-waste-trash-back-to-us-europe-australia.html?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202019-07-02%20Waste%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:21701%5D&utm_term=Waste%20Dive
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/plastic-waste-recycling-indonesia-bangun-environment-11688000
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/world/2019/08/02/plastic-waste-piles-up-as-indonesias-import-crackdown-backfires/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/08/30/british-councils-sending-recycling-indonesia-burnt-unauthorised/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/indonesia-sends-back-shipping-containers-waste-11872172?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna
https://www.environmentalleader.com/2019/09/indonesia-continues-uphill-battle-against-illegal-trash/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/68834/indonesia-to-ship-hazardous-or-improperly-sorted-waste-back-to-belgium-europe/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2019/10/28/groups-say-rejected-shipments-moved-to-other-countries/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=Oct+29+RR
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/11/indonesia-waste-plastic-export-import-illegal/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/nov/15/indonesias-food-chain-turns-toxic-as-plastic-waste-exports-flood-in?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www-bbc-co-uk.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/science-environment-50392807
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/cnainsider/indonesia-stands-crossroads-waste-crisis-plastics-problem-12564234
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/plastic-wars/


Malaysia (55%) 535 million 60.6 million 40.0 million Greenpeace “The Recycling Myth” 
report and video (2018) 

Malaysian Authorities Report (2018) 
Deutsche Welle (2019) 

Radio New Zealand video (2018) 
Al Jazeera video (2019) 

Suddeutsche Zeitung (2019) 
BBC video (2019) 

Huff Post (2019), CNN (2019)  
The Straits Times (2019) 

The Sun Daily (2019) 
Reuters (2019) 

The Daily Mail (2019) 
The Star (2019) 

Recycling International (2019) 
Center for Public Integrity (2019) 

Malay Mail (2019) 
Environmental Leader (2019) 

SkyNews (January 2020) 
RTE (February 2020) 

The Guardian (February 2020) 
Fortune (March 2020) 

Greenpeace (May 2020) 
Asia Global Online (August 2020) 

Mexico (12%) 265.4 
million 

36.9 million 0  

Pakistan (86%) 4 million 5.0 million 7.1 million Greenpeace Unearthed (2018) 
Pakistan & Gulf Economist (2018) 

Pakistan Today (2019) 
The News on Sunday (2019) 

Philippines 
(81%) 

15 million 7.9 million 0.36 million The Manila Times (2019) 
Manila Bulletin (2019) 

Rappler (2019) 
Manila Bulletin (2019) 

Philippines News Agency (2019) 
Coconuts Manila (2019) 

The Guardian (2019) 

Senegal (82%) 0 7.8 million 0 Recycling Today (2018) 

Thailand (73%) 178 million 
 

27.2 million 1.2 million Sky News Video (2018) 
Thai Authorities Report (2018) 

The Straits Times (2019) 

Turkey (16%) 51 million 29.2 million 153.9 million The Guardian (2018) 
IPA News (2019) 
Discarded (2019) 
AL-Monitor (2019) 
Ahval News (2020) 
Al Jazeera (2020) 
Ahval News (2020) 
Ahval News (2020) 

Vietnam (86%) 447 million 
 

3.2 million 0.02 million Nikkei Asian Review (2018) 
The Conversation (2019) 

https://www.greenpeace.org/seasia/Press-Centre/publications/THE-RECYCLING-MYTH/
https://www.greenpeace.org/seasia/Press-Centre/publications/THE-RECYCLING-MYTH/
https://www.eco-business.com/videos/malaysiathe-new-dumping-ground-for-the-worlds-plastic-waste/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2018/07/24/three-plastic-factories-in-banting-shut-down-for-pollution/1655444
https://www.dw.com/en/german-plastic-floods-southeast-asia/a-47204773
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYZIS7qLB30
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/01/malaysias-rising-illegal-plastic-recycling-factories-190126151235480.html
https://projekte.sueddeutsche.de/artikel/wirtschaft/deutscher-plastikmuell-verschmutzt-malaysia-e590969/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-46518747
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/malaysia-plastic-recycling_n_5c7f64a9e4b020b54d7ffdee
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/04/26/asia/malaysia-plastic-recycle-intl/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/illegal-plastic-recycling-factories-booming-in-penang
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/chinese-nationals-moving-plastic-recycling-business-to-malaysia-FY908430
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-waste-plastic/malaysia-flooded-with-plastic-waste-to-send-back-some-scrap-to-source-idUSKCN1SR1KA
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7070709/Plastic-packaging-M-S-Tesco-Essex-council-recycling-sacks-Malaysian-jungle.html
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/05/29/cap-ban-all-plastic-waste-imports/
https://recyclinginternational.com/business/plastic-waste-ban/?utm_source=nieuwsbrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=05/29/2019&goal=0_978429473f-6b13e26c27-222393577
https://publicintegrity.org/environment/pollution/pushing-plastic/americas-grungy-recycled-plastic-is-creating-wastelands-in-asia/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2019/06/11/uk-local-council-orders-audit-after-its-trash-found-dumped-near-ipoh/1760962
https://www.environmentalleader.com/2019/08/malaysia-wants-to-return-more-waste-if-only-they-knew-who-sent-it/
https://news.sky.com/story/malaysia-sends-plastic-waste-back-to-uk-insisting-it-is-not-worlds-rubbish-dump-11913156
https://www.rte.ie/news/environment/2020/0219/1116227-plastics/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/feb/10/italy-told-to-stop-using-malaysia-as-plastics-dumping-ground-greenpeace-landfill
https://pulitzercenter.org/reporting/plastic-travels-8000-miles-global-crisis-recycling
https://www.greenpeace.org/malaysia/publication/3349/the-recycling-myth-2-0/
https://www.asiaglobalonline.hku.hk/unhealthy-air-and-plastic-waste-nexus-pollution-public-health-and-corruption
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2018/06/14/china-plastics-ban-malaysia-vietnam-poland/
http://www.pakistaneconomist.com/2018/03/26/hazardous-plastic-scraps-imports-continue-unabated-pakistan/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2019/03/14/the-looming-plastic-pollution-crisis/
http://tns.thenews.com.pk/recycling-required/#.XOM-d8hKjIU
https://www.manilatimes.net/ph-should-stop-all-waste-importation/560830/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/05/27/raise-the-flag-in-denouncing-entry-of-illegal-garbage-into-ph-ecowaste-coalition/
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/iq/232547-keep-imported-waste-out-philippines
https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/06/12/lady-solon-proposes-total-ban-on-the-import-and-export-of-waste-act-of-2019/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1072453
https://ph.news.yahoo.com/unwilling-dumpsite-not-just-canada-062807477.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jul/08/waste-recycling-smell-pollution-philippines-plastic-city
https://www.recyclingtoday.com/article/proposals-to-restrict-trade-of-plastic-scrap-gain-support/
https://news.sky.com/story/thousands-of-tons-of-uk-plastic-dumped-across-world-11218595
https://www.bangkokpost.com/news/environment/1477693/fears-grow-over-waste-imports
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/protesters-urge-asean-leaders-to-ban-trash-imports
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/18/uk-plastic-waste-imports-to-turkey-boom-but-at-what-cost
https://ipa.news/2019/04/26/turkey-becomes-one-of-the-biggest-plastic-waste-importers-in-the-world/
https://wastetradestories.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Discarded-Report-April-22.pdf
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/06/turkey-becomes-the-new-dump-for-global-plastic-waste.html
https://ahvalnews.com/plastic-waste/turkey-struggles-cope-plastic-waste-imports-surge
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/turkey-awash-plastic-waste-coronavirus-worse-200422003922227.html
https://ahvalnews.com/plastic-waste/plastic-waste-sent-eu-turkey-increased-almost-200-times
https://ahvalnews.com/plastic-waste/turkey-struggles-cope-plastic-waste-imports-surge
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/China-s-scrap-plastic-ban-saddles-neighbors-with-piles-of-problems
https://theconversation.com/heres-what-happens-to-our-plastic-recycling-when-it-goes-offshore-110356


Total to 
Countries with 

High 
Mismanagement 

Rates (>5%) 

15,234 
million 

436.3 million 320 million Sky News: Dirty Business (2018) 
Financial Review (2018) 

National Geographic (2018) 
CBC News video (2018) 

CGTN video (2018) 
Financial Times (2018) 

GAIA & Greenpeace Reports on 
Impacts Throughout Asia (2019) 

60 Minutes Australia (2019) 
Voice of America (2019) 

South China Morning Post (2019) 
Asia Times (2019) 

Mother Jones (2019) 
The Australian (2019) 

Time (2019) 
The Guardian (2019) 

The Los Angeles Times (2019) 
Center for Public Integrity (2019) 

DW (2019) 
The Guardian - Cambodia (2019) 

Flora and Fauna International Report 
(2019) 

BBC News (June 2019) 
CNN (July 2019) 

China Daily (August 2019) 
Geopolitical Monitor (August 2019) 
Eurasia Review (December 2019) 

RTE (June 2020) 

Canada 
 
 

South Korea 
 ​

(Some plastic 
waste is 

re-exported to 
other countries) 

1,432 
million 

 
100 million 

151.4 million 
 
 

31.0 million 

0.02 million 
 
 

4.5 million 

Greenpeace (2019) 
The Inertia (2019) 

The Globe and Mail (2019) 
CBC News (2019) 
CTV News (2019) 

CFJC Today (2019) 
Todayville (2019) 

CBC News (July 2019) 
Manila Bulletin (August 2019) 

Sun Star (August 2019) 
The Chronicle Journal (January 

2020) 

 
Data Sources: 

1.​ U.S. Plastic Waste Exports (U.S. Census Bureau data) 
2.​ U.K. Plastic Waste Exports (HM Revenue & Customs data) 
3.​ Country Waste Mismanagement Rates (Jambeck et. al, 2015) 

 ​   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRQLilXLAIU
https://www.afr.com/news/the-280-billion-crisis-caused-when-china-called-time-on-foreign-trash-20181031-h17cfw
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/11/china-ban-plastic-trash-imports-shifts-waste-crisis-southeast-asia-malaysia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARBqPuvYq0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcOL9ToBr_E
https://www.ft.com/content/360e2524-d71a-11e8-a854-33d6f82e62f8
https://wastetradestories.org/
https://wastetradestories.org/
https://waste-management-world.com/a/video-documentary-exposing-australias-recycling-lie
https://www.voanews.com/a/plastic-mountains-plague-southeast-asia-as-wealthy-nations-export-waste/4900651.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3011213/developed-countries-must-be-responsible-malaysia-send-back
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/05/article/waste-wars-pit-rich-west-vs-poor-asia/
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2019/03/heres-why-america-is-dumping-its-trash-in-poorer-countries/
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/inquirer/riding-the-plastic-merrygoround/news-story/0cee43538d4b32ef9f4cc415467ace24
https://time.com/5598032/southeast-asia-plastic-waste-malaysia-philippines/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/jun/17/recycled-plastic-america-global-crisis?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-asia-plastic-waste-20190617-story.html
https://publicintegrity.org/environment/pollution/pushing-plastic/americas-grungy-recycled-plastic-is-creating-wastelands-in-asia/
https://www.dw.com/en/amid-plastic-deluge-southeast-asia-refuses-western-waste/a-49467769
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/17/cambodia-plastic-waste-us-canada-send-back?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202019-07-18%20Waste%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:21959%5D&utm_term=Waste%20Dive
https://assets.fauna-flora.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2019_No-time-to-waste-report.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-48444874
https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/29/opinions/by-exporting-trash-rich-countries-put-their-waste-out-of-sight-and-out-of-mind-varkkey/index.html
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201908/05/WS5d4788d5a310cf3e35563dac.html
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/cambodia-and-other-southeast-asian-nations-shouldnt-be-stuck-with-western-trash/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/17122019-marine-pollution-thousands-of-serious-offenses-exposed-in-global-operation/
https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2020/0630/1150467-plastic-reycling-oceans-europe-china-asia/
https://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/press-release/6983/canadian-plastic-recycling-polluting-unregulated-facilities-in-southeast-asia/
https://www.theinertia.com/environment/recycling-wont-fix-the-problem-of-ocean-plastics/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-wish-cycling-canadas-recycling-industry-in-crisis-mode/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/waste-recyclables-malaysia-philippines-cbc-explains-1.5153399
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/canada-should-ban-garbage-exports-after-philippine-embarrassment-experts-say-1.4447133
https://cfjctoday.com/2019/06/02/experts-call-for-ban-on-waste-exports-after-philippine-garbage-embarrassment-2/
https://www.todayville.com/canada-hasnt-issued-any-permits-for-companies-to-ship-waste-government-says/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/garbage-pan-plastics-basel-1.5218031
https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/08/02/take-back-your-garbage-from-mindanao-south-korea-urged/
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1818559
https://www.chroniclejournal.com/news/national/feds-working-on-new-policies-to-stop-illegal-shipments-of/article_1e3315a0-4b6b-532c-a979-91b6ad624281.html
https://usatrade.census.gov/
https://www.uktradeinfo.com/Statistics/BuildYourOwnTables/Pages/Table.aspx
https://jambeck.engr.uga.edu/landplasticinput

