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Original Chatterton Manuscript : Missing presumed lost 
 
 
Published Dates (Chronological) :  

Item 1:  

1.​ An Elegy on the much lamented death of William Beckford…, 1770 :  View Panel 1 
An advert in the Public Advertiser, item 1 was published 30th June 1770. 

2.​ Miscellanies in Prose and Verse by T.C. , 1778  :  View online 

3.​ Felix Farley’s Bristol Journal, 31 Jan. 1829 : copy of 1770 : No View 

4.​ Taylor, p.713, 1971, from the above : No View. 

 
Meyerstein accepts this work as Chatterton’s, as do most other editors, however, 
Taylor has it listed as WODA (Works of Doubtful Authenticity).   
According to Taylor, Chatterton’s friend Cary had the Elegy inserted in 1778, 
Miscellanies in Prose and Verse, by Thomas Chatterton.  He also states that the 
work is not up to Chatterton’s standard, which is fair enough. However, if you 
consider that an elegy of this type needs to be produced quickly, and be the norm - 
in other words be derivative with no time or place for Chatterton’s usual way with 
words, then Taylor’s argument against it fails. 

    
    Note: 

Abbreviations :  View 
 

Panel 1 ↓ : An Elegy on the Much Lamented Death of William Beckford Esq.                 

 

https://books.google.ie/books?id=KPgTAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA76#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oVct_g9v6CtzyXwTIvMkFzlzuG4RuyPOrv7oUaysEc0/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=id.cnr0dk1cik7l
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Location of this volume: (QE!) Bookcase 

 
 

 


