
Steering Wheel Suddenly Hard to 
Turn: Common Causes & Fixes 
Meta description: Learn why your steering wheel suddenly became hard to turn. Discover 
the most common causes and practical fixes you can try at home. 

 

Alt text: Car steering wheel. 

Key Takeaways 

●​ Low power steering fluid is the most common reason for a suddenly hard-to-turn 
steering wheel and can be easily checked at home.  

●​ A failing power steering pump often produces distinctive whining noises when turning 
and requires prompt professional attention.  

●​ Modern vehicles with electric power steering can experience hard steering due to 
electrical issues, not hydraulic problems.  

●​ Driving with a hard-to-turn steering wheel is dangerous and should be addressed 
immediately for safety.  

●​ Ordiniq's AutoPump helps maintain optimal tyre pressure, which affects steering 
response and overall vehicle handling.  

What Makes Your Steering Suddenly Heavy 

https://www.ordiniq.com/


Modern vehicles use power steering systems to reduce the effort needed to turn the wheels, 
and when this system fails or underperforms, you'll immediately notice increased resistance. 
The sudden onset of steering difficulty often points to a power steering issue rather than 
mechanical steering components. 

Timing provides important diagnostic clues—if steering is only difficult when you first start the 
car but improves as you drive, you might have a different issue than if it's consistently hard 
to turn throughout operation.  

Ordiniq AutoPump: Your Pocket-Sized Roadside Hero 
Join 10,000+ Drivers Who Never Worry About Flat Tyres Again 
 
Why Ordiniq’s AutoPump Is Essential 

●​ Powerful 150 PSI to inflate tyres in minutes 
●​ Smart Auto Shut-Off sets perfect pressure every time 
●​ Works on Everything from cars to bikes to sports equipment 
●​ Built-in LED & SOS Lights for nighttime emergencies 
●​ 24/7/365 Customer Support to give you peace of mind 

 
What Customers Say 
★★★★★ "I was at first very skeptical about using a new product 
like the Autopump with my 2018 Ford Focus. But after 
getting a flat tyre due to a nail, it inflated my tyre quickly and 
allowed me to get to a garage and have the tyre repaired. 
Definitely a thumbs up from me." - Gregg D. Bristol, UK 
 
Try It Risk-Free for 90 Days 
Experience the AutoPump with zero worries. If it doesn't save 
you from a tyre emergency within 90 days, we'll refund your 
purchase with no questions asked. 
 
FREE BONUSES: Tyre Pressure Monitoring Caps (£19.99 Value) + Tyre Safety eBook 
(£10 Value) + FREE Shipping Across the UK via Royal Mail and Evri 
 
Get Ordiniq's AutoPump Today! 
 
*Ordiniq also offers Handheld Wired Car Vacuum Cleaner and Tyre Repair Kit, which are 
great extras to keep in your boot for added peace of mind. 

Cause #1: Low Power Steering Fluid (Most Common) 
The most common reason for suddenly difficult steering is low power steering fluid levels. 
This hydraulic fluid creates the pressure that assists your steering efforts in traditional power 
steering systems, and when fluid levels drop due to leaks or normal consumption, the 
system can't generate sufficient pressure. 

https://www.ordiniq.com/
https://www.ordiniq.com/products/handheld-portable-high-power-wired-car-vacuum-cleaner
https://www.ordiniq.com/products/tyre-repair-kit


Caption: Low power steering fluid represents the most frequent cause of suddenly difficult 
steering and often provides the easiest solution. 

Alt text: Car steering wheel. 

How to Check 

Locate the power steering reservoir under the bonnet—it's typically a small tank near the 
firewall marked "Power Steering." Check the fluid level with the engine off and cold, as the 
fluid expands when hot. If the levels are below the minimum mark, you've likely identified the 
problem. 

Look for red or brown fluid puddles under your parked vehicle, particularly near the front 
wheels. Many power steering systems use automatic transmission fluid (ATF), giving it a 
distinctive red colour when new that darkens with age.  

How to Fix 

Add the correct fluid type specified in your owner's manual. If fluid appears dark brown, 
black, or contains particles, complete replacement is needed rather than just topping off. 

Cause #2: Failing Power Steering Pump 

If fluid levels are normal but steering remains difficult, the power steering pump might be 
failing. This component creates the hydraulic pressure needed for power assistance, and 
when it wears out, it can't generate sufficient pressure. 



How to Check 
Here are some of the key warning signs: 

●​ Distinctive whining or groaning noise when turning the steering wheel 
●​ Noise intensifies during sharp turns 
●​ Steering difficulty particularly noticeable at lower speeds 
●​ Engine Revolutions Per Minute (RPM) doesn't drop slightly when turning wheel fully 

to one side 

How to Fix 

Power steering pump replacement typically costs £200–600 and requires professional 
installation. Early intervention with fluid replacement might help, but worn pumps usually 
need replacement. 

Cause #3: Belt Problems 
The serpentine belt drives the power steering pump, and when this belt loses tension, 
becomes glazed, or develops cracks, it can slip on the pulley. This prevents the pump from 
operating at full capacity. 

Caption: Drive belt issues can cause intermittent steering difficulties that worsen gradually 
over time. 

Alt text: Grey and black engine.  

How to Check 

https://www.ordiniq.com/blogs/news/why-does-your-car-pull-to-one-side-when-accelerating-or-braking-common-causes-fixes


Belt problems usually appear most during cold starts or wet conditions when belts slip more 
easily. You might notice steering becomes easier as the engine warms up; this pattern 
separates belt issues from other steering problems. 

A properly tensioned belt should deflect approximately 6-13mm when pressed firmly at the 
midpoint between pulleys. 

How to Fix 

For vehicles with manual adjustment, loosen the power steering pump mounting bolts to 
adjust belt tension. Many modern vehicles use automatic tensioners that may need 
replacement if faulty. 

Cause #4: Electric Power Steering Issues 
Many newer vehicles use Electric Power Steering (EPS) systems that eliminate hydraulic 
components entirely. When electrical problems develop, steering can become suddenly 
heavy without warning signs like fluid leaks. 

Some of the common EPS problems are: 

●​ Blown fuses in the power steering circuit 
●​ Faulty sensors (speed, angle, or torque sensors) 
●​ Electric motor failure 
●​ Wiring harness damage 

How to Check 

Check your fuse box for blown fuses related to power steering—your owner's manual shows 
the location and amperage. Inspect visible wiring around the steering column for damage. 

How to Fix 

EPS problems often require specialised diagnostic equipment to identify specific sensor or 
motor failures. 

Emergency Response & Safety 
Driving with significantly increased steering effort poses serious safety risks. The additional 
force required can slow reaction time in emergencies, and struggling with steering diverts 
attention from the road. 

If steering becomes suddenly difficult: 

●​ Reduce speed immediately and maintain a firm grip on the wheel 
●​ Avoid high-traffic areas and motorways if possible 
●​ Pull over safely when possible, using hazard lights if needed 
●​ Turn off air conditioning to reduce engine load 



●​ Have the issue diagnosed promptly by a qualified mechanic 

Keep Your Vehicle Running Smoothly with Ordiniq 

Caption: At Ordiniq, we provide professional-grade tools that help UK drivers maintain their 
vehicles' performance and reliability. 

Alt text: Ordiniq's AutoPump. 

Precision Tyre Pressure for Optimal Steering Response 

Our AutoPump ensures accurate tyre pressure maintenance that directly impacts steering 
feel and vehicle control.  

https://www.ordiniq.com/
https://www.ordiniq.com/blogs/news/how-to-keep-your-tyres-at-the-right-pressure-year-round


Incorrect tyre pressure can mask steering problems or create handling issues that feel 
similar to power steering failures. For example, underinflated tyres make steering feel 
heavier, while overinflated tyres create unpredictable response. 

The tyre inflator’s display shows exact PSI readings, eliminating guesswork from pressure 
management, while the intelligent auto shut-off prevents overinflation that can affect steering 
precision. Regular monitoring helps identify slow leaks that gradually change steering 
characteristics. 

Emergency Features 

The AutoPump's dual LED system provides bright white illumination for nighttime diagnostics 
and a blinking red SOS light that warns traffic of your roadside presence.  

This lighting ensures safe assessment of steering issues, tyre pressure problems, or 
emergency repairs in any conditions. 

Complete Automotive Preparedness 

Our integrated vehicle care system includes the AutoPump for precise tyre maintenance, 
Handheld Wired Car Vacuum Cleaner for interior cleanliness, and Tyre Repair Kit for 
emergency puncture repairs.  

This comprehensive approach ensures your vehicle maintains optimal performance across 
all systems. 

Proven UK Reliability 

The AutoPump includes a 90-day money-back guarantee, 24/7 UK customer support, and 
complimentary £19.99 tyre pressure monitoring caps that detect dangerous pressure loss 
before it compromises steering control.  

Over 10,000 UK drivers trust Ordiniq products for essential vehicle maintenance. Customer 
feedback consistently highlights how our equipment prevents problems and maintains 
vehicle performance. 

"The Autopump was exactly as promised. When I saw it advertised, I thought there was no 
way it could be that easy. But it saves me so much frustration. I can check my own tyres right 
from home - there's no hassle or complications. It's helped me on numerous occasions when 
commuting long distances for work. An excellent tool." — Dana, Cornwall, UK 

Shop the Ordiniq's AutoPump Today! 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

https://www.ordiniq.com/blogs/news/over-or-under-inflated-tyres-causes-effects-how-to-fix
https://www.ordiniq.com/products/handheld-portable-high-power-wired-car-vacuum-cleaner
https://www.ordiniq.com/products/tyre-repair-kit
https://www.ordiniq.com/


Is it safe to drive with a hard-to-turn steering wheel?  

Driving with significantly increased steering effort poses serious safety risks as the additional 
force required can slow your reaction time in emergencies, and sudden changes in steering 
resistance can cause you to over or under-steer.  

Reduce speed, avoid high-traffic areas, and have the issue diagnosed promptly rather than 
continuing to drive with compromised control. 

How much does it cost to fix power steering problems?  

Costs vary widely—topping off fluid might cost £15–20, while power steering pump 
replacement ranges from £200–600. Steering rack replacement costs £400–1000+.  

Electric power steering repairs tend to be more expensive due to integrated components and 
specialised programming requirements. Getting multiple quotes from qualified repair facilities 
is advisable for significant steering repairs. 

Can I temporarily fix the low power steering fluid myself?  

You can add the correct power steering fluid as specified in your owner's manual as a 
temporary measure, but if the fluid was low due to a leak, the problem will recur.  

Never mix different fluid types, as this can damage seals and cause system failures. If you're 
experiencing recurring fluid loss, a professional diagnosis is needed to identify and fix the 
underlying leak. 

Why is steering only hard when I first start the car?  

Cold-start steering difficulty often indicates belt slippage, fluid that's thickened due to 
temperature, or a pump beginning to fail but still functioning once pressure builds up.  

This pattern allows time for planning before repairs become urgent, but address it promptly 
before it worsens into constant steering difficulty throughout operation. 

How does proper tyre pressure affect steering performance?  

Correct tyre pressure significantly impacts steering response and feel—underinflated tyres 
create increased rolling resistance that makes steering feel heavier and less responsive, 
while overinflated tyres can create unpredictable, twitchy steering.  

The Ordiniq AutoPump ensures precise pressure maintenance that supports optimal 
steering response, helping you distinguish between actual power steering problems and 
handling issues caused by incorrect tyre pressure. Proper pressure also reduces tyre wear 
and maintains the predictable handling characteristics essential for safe driving. 

 

https://www.ordiniq.com/
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