St. Luke’s Episcopal Chu
The Second S

March

8:00 am - 10:0C

Coffee Hour to fo

To All Who Are Joyvful And Thankful, To All Who Mourn And Need Comfort
To All Who Are Weary And Need Rest, To All Who Are Friendless And Wish Friendship
To All Who Pray And Who Do Not But Ought, To All Who Sin And Need A Savior.
And To Whoever Will, The Church Opens Wide The Door
And In The Name Of Christ, The Lord Says Welcome,




The Processional Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #637 How firm a foundation

The people standing, the Celebrant says:

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins,
People His mercy endures forever.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Trisagion

The Hymmnal 1982 #S 102 Holy God (This setting is intended to be sung three times)
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Music: Ver. Hymnal 1982, after Alexander Archangelsky (1846-1924). Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from
your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold
fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Readings
All are seated.

Genesis 12:1-4a

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing; I will bless those who bless you, and the one who
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121 Levavi oculos (Read responsively by full verse)

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep;

The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

The Lotrd shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall keep you safe.

The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth for

evermore.

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what
does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who
without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no
law, neither is there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist.

The Word of the Lord.



People Thanks be to God.
All stand as are able.

Gradual Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #691 My faith looks up to thee

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 3:1-17

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can
do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time
into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter
the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be
born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”” Jesus answered him, “Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do
not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the wotld to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Leslie Guinn
A brief time of reflection follows the sermon



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Presider

God sent the Son into the world to save the world. As we prepare for the paschal feast, let
us earnestly beseech God to grant all peoples everywhere new birth in the Spirit.

Intercessor

For the holy catholic church throughout the world, a sign on earth of the kingdom of God.
Lord, have mercy.

For Andy, Kai, Jeff, Hector, and Brian our bishops, for presbyters and deacons and all who
minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God.
Lord, have mercy.

For all here discerning a call to baptism or confirmation, and for all who wish to be born of
the Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who share the faith of Abraham, and for all nations and families of the earth.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who are tempted, oppressed, afflicted, or in need, including [IN.] and those we now name.
Lord, have mercy.

For the dying and the dead, remembering particularly [IN.] and those we now name.
Lord, have mercy.

For our families, friends, and companions, and for all those we love.
Lord, have mercy.

Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary, Luke, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and
one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord.



Presider

Blessed are you, God of Abraham and Sarah, who made of your people a great nation.
Receive the prayers we offer this day for all those in need in every place and bless us as
we come to your altar; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Al stand as are able.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Peaple And also with you.

Announcements

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Jake Meyers (2™, Catlie Cole (3™), Ethan Kincannon (5"

Celebrant and People

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may the peace
which passes understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



Celebrant

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, given by text by sending an amount to (254) 282-0706, or given

online. Mailed checks may be sent to the address printed at the end of the bulletin.

The Offertory Hymn
Wonder, Love & Praise #803 These three are the treasures
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Words: Colin Hodgetts. Music: Song of Lau Tsu, Colin Hodgetts. Copyright © 1983 Stainer and Bell Ltd. All rights reserved.
Used by permission of Hope Publishing Co, Carol Stream, I1. 60188.

Doxology (sung to The Hymnal 380)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B
The people remain standing, as are able. The Celebrant says

God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
Peaple We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not
sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for
ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your

Name:

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #125 Holy, holy, holy (Proulx)
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Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b, 1937), Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.

The people stand or kneel, as are able.
The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent
Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In
Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember Christ’s death,

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,

We await Christ’s coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.



We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
tullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with the Virgin Mary, Luke and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now;, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,

The Distribution of Holy Communion

Concerning Holy Communion
“This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith, and you who have little,
you who have been here often and you who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.

12 is his will that those who want him should meet him here.”
W

If you do not wish to receive the sacrament, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.
Stmply cross your arms over your chest and the priest will bless yon.

10



®

Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

If after receiving Communion or a blessing you would like special prayers for healing, you are
invited to go to the votive stand at the rear of the church where someone will pray with you.

Communion Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #331 Now, my tongue, the mystery telling

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food

of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your

Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you
have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Priest gives the blessing
Blessing

May the God who binds up the broken-hearted,
Who proclaims freedom to the captive

And promises justice

To all who mourn its loss,

Bless you with beauty instead of ashes,

The oil of gladness in place of grief,

And instead of your spirit of despair,

A garment of unending praise;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Adapted from Janet Morley

Processional
The Hymnal 1982 #401 The God of Abraham praise

The Dismissal

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn permission used by Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.

This week's Prayers of the People draw from the archive of the late Deacon Ormonde Plater.
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From the Calendar of Saints

March 1 David Bishop of Menevia, Wales, ¢. 544

In the fifth century, only Wales remained Christian after the victory of the pagan
Angles, Saxons, and Jutes in Britain. As founder of a dozen monasteries, David
became a leader and guardian of the faith in that country, and is revered and loved as
patron of Wales.

March 2 Chad Bishop of Lichfield, 672
A humble man known for his purity, humility, and temperance, Chad administered his
diocese with devout concern. He died of plague, affirming his faith in the Lord.

March 3 John and Charles Wesley Priests, 1791, 1788

The two brothers were founders and leaders of the “Methodist” or evangelical revival
in eighteenth century England. They are especially noted for the thousands of hymns
they composed.

March 7 Perpetua and Her Companions Martyrs at Carthage, 202

A young widow, mother of an infant, and owner of several slaves, Vibia Perpetua was
a catechumen preparing for baptism with several others when she was arrested and
imprisoned. Even the pleas of her aged father did not sway her determination to die
in the arena, mangled by wild beasts and finally fatally stabbed by a swordsman whose
hand she guided to her throat.
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

PO Box 2506
595 N. Mcllhaney Street
Stephenville, TX 76401
(254) 968-6949
stlukesstephenville@gmail.com

www.stlukesstephenville.org

Permission to podeast/ stream the music in this service obtained from

ONE LICENSE with license #A-719502. All rights reserved.

Clergy

The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche — Rector
The Rev. Mark Witte — Curate
The Rev. Leslie Guinn - Assisting

Staff
Lexi McLemore — Parish Administrator
Duncan McMahan — Organist
Gail Johnson & Kelly Barbee — Altar Guild Directresses
The Rev. Mark Witte — ECM Missioner
Neely Carter — Vestry Secretary
Emma Gomez — Technology Minister

Vestry

Term Ending 2026 — Kelly Barbee, Malcolm Cross, & Ian Wilson
Term Ending 2027 — Doug McLemore & Allison Haynes
Term Ending 2028 — Gail Johnson & Dylan Dowell
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(God loves you.

No exceptions.

The Episcopal Church welcomes you,
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