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7''n a1 ywin' |I'¥-]a <ben.yoshua@gmail.com>
Dear Ben,

Thank you for sending the list with the interviewees. | will connect them with
specific statements in the text later on with your help.

| have a few general questions, followed by a list of concrete questions that
the reviewers raised for which | need your help.

| hope you will tolerate my meddling with your article, and | also hope not to
use up all your patience with asking a lot of detailed questions.

It might seem a lot, but | think if we manage to answer most of these
questions and follow the suggestions of formulating a central argument and
add some contextual information (which | will attempt to do, if you allow), we
will succeed in publishing it.

Regarding the focus, if we stick to the use of Hebrew, we would have to
provide a lot of information about the use of language and connect it the
research on Hebrew usage among other communities. As this is not my area
of expertise, | would not be able to accomplish this.

The other suggestion is to frame the article as a contribution to the modern
history of Afghan Jews, aspects of social and religious transformation, with
the example of the Garji family as influential writers and educators. | suggest
to follow this second path.

You already mentioned that you had the impression that the reviewers looked
at this topic from the outside, which | think is a good argument for the
relevance of your work. Maybe there are also other aspects of what you have
observed over the years in how Afghan Jewish history is treated, and
what/which perspectives have been missing? If you find it easier to discuss
this briefly on the phone or video chat, I'd be happy to set up a call.

Then, there are two main questions regarding language:

Distinction between biblical and modern Hebrew: when was one or the other
used (time period), and in which contexts (at home, in synagogue,...)?

. Which role did the influence of Persian have on their writings? Vera Basch
Morren writes that Hayat al-Rukh contains Jewish and Muslim philosophical
and mystical sources, including verses from the Quran, as well as many
Iranian literary and ethical sources. While some poems are in Hebrew, most
are in Persian.

The verses are in the form of Ghazal, reflecting Iranian literary style.

It is important to point out these links and overlaps, while still showing which
elements emphazised a distinct Jewish identity, and others maybe did not. For
this, | think it would be helpful to more clearly distinguish between Hebrew,
Judeo-Persian, and Persian. If you have any information about how these
distinct styles were applied in everyday language, in religious contexts as well
as in education, this would be very beneficial for the article.



And here is the list of specific questions raised by the reviewers:

Edut bi-Yehosef. English translation and year of publication

Table with generations:

Mullah Abraham: Year of birth and death (if not available, state where any
information about his person is from / can be written or oral information)
Mullah Mordechai: year of birth and death (same as above)

Mullah Asher: year of birth and death (see above)

Mullah Shmuel ben Shlomo: Year of birth and death (see above)

Who is Eliezer Ben-Yehuda and what information do we have about him?
What is his relevance for Afghan Jews?

Raphael Haim Ha-Cohen'’s printing press in Jerusalem: can we get a bit more
information about him? Where was he from, when did he come to Jerusalem
and establish the printing press,...?

Rabbi Nachman Batito: some information about connections between Afghan
Jews and Ottoman empire, ideally with concrete examples relating to Batito.
Page 19: “Zion and Yehezkel in numerology both represent 156, therefore
Mullah Mattatya was involved in the preparation of this book”: please explain
how the number 156 applies to Mullah Mattatya.

the killing of thirteen Jews in the city of Maimana on 18 Adar 5636: is there a
source in English about this that | can read about? If not, could you provide
2-3 sentences about what happened in this event?

Talmud Torah Bnei Zion: from when to when did this school operate, who
founded it, for which community?

Page 20: “teaching was trilingual: Hebrew, Judeo-Persian (Dari) and
Aramaic”: can we clarify which parts were in Hebrew, which contents in
Persian or Judeo-Persian, and which in Aramaic?

If it was mixed, we also need to briefly explain this. How was it taught and
used in daily life?

Is it possible to state when people spoke Persian, when they wrote
Judeo-Persian and when Hebrew, and the differences between the people
who read and write Hebrew and those who read and write Judeo-Persian?

| think that Hebrew was only used by those educated in religious studies, and
that they used it as a liturgical language. Is this correct? If yes, was it modern
Hebrew or biblical Hebrew?

All the rest spoke Persian and knew Hebrew only for liturgical purposes, and
also wrote in Judeo-Persian?

2. The classroom

“About two hundred pupils of different ages studied in one hall in groups of
ten” — please specify in which time period this was. Was it only like this in
Herat, or in all places in Afghanistan?

4. Attempts to reform education



“Jewish insitutions succeeded in cancelling the degree”: can you explain
how this happened, which European institutions were involved and how
they interacted with the Jews of Afghanistan?

Naftali Abrahamhoff diary: how much was published before it was banned?
Does this diary exist today somewhere? |Is there any access to it?

Please take your time to address these questions. The editors gave us plenty
of time to do this, which is a sign that they know it's a lot of work but they
actually want it to be done.

Yours,

Ariane
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A good sign teaches

His literary work included three great works: Hayat al-Rukh,
Azaroth, Tafsir for Chapters Avot and a large number of poems
and poems in Persian and Hebrew. Hayat al-Rukh is his most
important work. His works were copied among the cultural space
.of the Jews of Persia, Afghanistan and Bukhara

He composed piyots in Persian-Jewish as well as piyots in Hebrew
that were sung in the synagogue and in private homes at family
events - weddings, circumcisions. Hayat al Rokh was completed
before 1778, while still in Harat, according to the opinion of Prof.
Amnon Netzer. The book was published in Jerusalem in 1898 by
the Gol-Shauloff brothers. In his book, there is a collection of
morals, some philosophical explanations according to the
Rabbinical Teacher and the Obligations of the Hearts by Bahya
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ben Joseph ibn Paquda. Through these books, he showed a good
sign about the nothingness of man in the face of death and the
Day of Judgment. The pursuit of material brings unhappiness and
not happiness. The sources of Siman Tov are the Bible, Targum
Onkelos, Babylonian Talmud, Midrash Raba, Alpha Beta Deban
Sira. A good sign does not always reveal its origins. He also
(quotes a verse from the Qur'an in the Arabic language (116b

In 'Hayat El Rukh' there are close to 180 poems in Hebrew and
Persian. About 150 lyrical stanzas from his pen and about 30
stanzas from the works of Persian poets whose names he did not
.mention

See Amnon Netzer, Siman Tov Melamed - a Persian-Afghan
scholar and his book Hayat Al-Rukh, Pe'amim' Studies in Oriental
Jewry, Vol. 79 (Spring 1999), pp. 56-95.. at the end of the article a

.rich bibliography
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