March 19th, 2026
Dear SDSU Love Library Administration,

We are writing to request the removal of Octavio Ocampo’s painting of Cesar Chavez,
“CESAR CHAVEZ, PORTRAIT OF LA CAUSA, UNITED FARM WORKERS OF
AMERICA,” located on the first floor of the Chicana/o Collection in Love Library. While we
recognize the historical and cultural significance of prominent figures and Ocampo’s artistic
efforts, we urge you to critically evaluate how this representation aligns with the university’s
broader values and responsibilities to the San Diego public and the San Diego State University
community. At present, the display creates an exclusive, unsafe environment for all students,
faculty, staff, and visitors. Cesar Chavez is an alleged abuser associated with credible
accusations, including those related to sexual assault against women and children, as reported in
The New York Times article “Cesar Chavez, a Civil Rights Icon, Is Accused of Abusing Girls for
Years.” Publicly elevating the painting sends the message that his commemoration matters more
than violence against the vulnerable.

As stewards of a campus space of learning, research, and critical reflection, Love Library
has a responsibility to engage thoughtfully with historical figures’ complexities and to approach
marginalized communities’ recognition with care. San Diego State University’s values extend
beyond any one individual, including Chavez; as a result, the visual production in academic
spaces should reflect a broader, more inclusive narrative. Centering him, a contested figure who
has harmed marginalized individuals through sexual violence, reinforces survivors' exclusion
within our institutional spaces.

The painting’s continued presence generates distress, trauma, and a lack of safety for all
members of our San Diego and SDSU community, especially assault survivors. Its removal is a
practical and achievable step, as it is not a permanent fixture and can be taken down with relative
ease (as we have already demonstrated). We encourage you to replace the painting with cultural
production that better reflects San Diego State University’s diversity, activism, and collective
experiences, including its Imperial Valley campus:

Art or photography from SDSU’s Imperial Valley campus

A portrait honoring California farmworkers

Visuals representing California’s agricultural regions

A tribute to undocumented farmworkers and women farmworkers

A map or educational display highlighting agricultural labor contributions

These alternative approaches foster a more expansive and inclusive representation reflective of
our SDSU community.



We urge you to take this request seriously and act in alignment with the university’s
values on inclusivity, accountability, and community care. We welcome the opportunity to
engage in further dialogue or contribute to discussions about possible replacements.

In hope of a better future,
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