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Sailing Intelligence

CANADA

Here we have your intelligent
specialized assistant. You need to
chat and discuss everything with
this girl. Do not muck around
without her oversight. She has a
wealth of local knowledge. Click

here!

Also we trained an intelligent

specialized Gemini Gem. She often
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has a slightly different view of
cruising and anchoring in these

areas. Click here!

Use these guys to prepare your

daily passage plans. And weekly.

Prepare a private seasonal cruising

guide for yourself. Click Here!
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Canada

A skipper’s cruising guide in two

parts: Pacific and Atlantic coasts


https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=barbados
https://www.sailclear.com/index
http://www.marinersbase.com

Canada must be split in two for any
serious cruising guide. The Pacific
coast and the Atlantic coast are
not variations of the same job.
They are different weather
systems, different tidal problems,
different route structures, and
different kinds of seamanship. If a
guide treats them as one cruising
country, it will be weak from the
first page. Canada Border Services
Agency also makes clear that
private boats arriving from outside
Canada must follow formal
reporting rules, including written

notice at least 72 hours before



arriving in Canadian waters and
direct reporting at an open
designated marine reporting site.

(Canada Border Services Agency)

For both coasts, the official
backbone is the same: CBSA for
entry, Environment Canada for
marine forecasts, Canadian
Coast Guard for
NAVWARN/NOTMAR, Canadian
Hydrographic Service for tides
and currents, and Sailing
Directions for practical coastal
detail not shown on charts. CHS
says the Sailing Directions are an

indispensable companion to charts,


https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pb-pp-eng.html

and CHS tide/current tables remain
core working documents for

Canadian waters. (Péches et

Océans Canada)

Before either coast: entry and

border reality

Canada’s private boat reporting
rules are not optional paperwork.
CBSA says operators of private
boats must notify CBSA in writing
at least 72 hours before arriving
in Canadian waters, must report
directly to CBSA at an open
designated marine reporting

site, and only the operator may


https://charts.gc.ca/publications/sailingdirections-instructionsnautiques-eng.html
https://charts.gc.ca/publications/sailingdirections-instructionsnautiques-eng.html

leave the boat to make the report
unless instructed otherwise.

(Canada Border Services Agency)

On immigration, IRCC says that
when arriving by land or sea,
travelers from eTA-eligible
countries do not need an eTA,
though they still need proper travel
documents such as a valid
passport. Visa-required nationals

still need the right visa. (Canada)
Useful live links for both coasts:

e CBSA private boat reporting

e IRCC entry requirements by

country



https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pb-pp-eng.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/visit-canada/entry-requirements-country.html
https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pb-pp-eng.html
https://ircc.canada.ca/english/visit/visas.asp
https://ircc.canada.ca/english/visit/visas.asp

forecasts

e Canadian Coast Guard
e-Navigation / NAVWARN /
NOTMAR

e CHS Sailing Directions portal

e CHS tide and current tables

Part One: Canada —
Pacific Coast
Canada’s Pacific coast is one of the

great cruising grounds in the

world, but it is not soft country.


https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/visit-canada/entry-requirements-country.html
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/index_e.html
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/index_e.html
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/sailingdirections-instructionsnautiques/index-eng.html
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html

The British Columbia coast
combines inland-style protected
cruising with real ocean weather,
strong tidal streams, and long
stretches where poor timing will
punish a yacht fast. CHS’s PAC 200
volume says it covers the British
Columbia coast and includes
navigational information,
port-facility information, and the
geographic, oceanographic, and
atmospheric characteristics of the
area, and it specifically says it
must be used with charts. (Waves

Vagues)


https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/chs-shc-sdPAC200-eng-202112-4104826x.pdf
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/chs-shc-sdPAC200-eng-202112-4104826x.pdf

The biggest mistake in Pacific
Canada is thinking that “inside
waters” means easy water. It does
not. It often means narrower
water, faster water, and timing
that matters more. That is an
inference from the official
tide/current structure and the
nature of the route system,
especially where CHS separates
tide and current information into

dedicated Pacific volumes for this

coast. (Péches et Oceans Canada)

The Pacific coast in plain terms


https://charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html

The Pacific coast really breaks into
four skipper zones.

1. Gulf Islands / Strait of Georgia /

southern inside coast

This is the friendliest opening
section for many yachts. It gives
shorter runs, more shelter, and
easier access to towns, supplies,
and marinas. But it still sits inside
a bigger system of tides, straits,
and weather. The Pacific South
Coast forecast page from
Environment Canada links not just
forecasts and warnings, but also
lightstation reports, tides and

water levels, and other marine



resources, which tells you exactly

how interconnected the region is

operationally. (Weather Canada)
What this part is good for:

e early-season cruising

e family cruising

e short hops between services
e learning the rhythm of Pacific

Canada before pushing north
What can catch a skipper out:

e underestimating funnelled wind
in straits

e assuming short mileage means
relaxed timing

e treating currents as secondary


https://weather.gc.ca/marine/forecast_e.html?mapID=02&siteID=07003

Useful live links:

e Pacific South Coast marine

forecasts

e CHS Sailing Directions —

Pacific

e CHS tide and current tables

2. Desolation Sound / Discovery Passage /

central inside route

This is where British Columbia
cruising becomes more obviously
tidal and route-driven. The scenery
is exceptional, but the real
seamanship issue is current gates,
narrows, and the need to think a
day ahead rather than an hour
ahead. CHS'’s Pacific Sailing


https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=02
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=02
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/sailingdirections-instructionsnautiques/index-eng.html
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/sailingdirections-instructionsnautiques/index-eng.html
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html

Directions and current-table
structure make that plain by
separating out the relevant current

volumes for Pacific waters. (Waves

Vagues)

This is the part of the coast where
a skipper starts learning the most
useful Canadian lesson: you do
not merely go where you like —
you go where the water will let

you go at the right time.
Good habits here:

e decide the next day’s critical

passage the day before


https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/chs-shc-sdPAC200-eng-202112-4104826x.pdf
https://waves-vagues.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/library-bibliotheque/chs-shc-sdPAC200-eng-202112-4104826x.pdf

e work from tide/current tables
first, then marina or anchorage
plans

e keep a margin for delay when
weather and current stack

together
3. West coast Vancouver Island

This is where many crews discover
that Pacific Canada is not just
protected cruising. Parks Canada’s
Broken Group Islands page says
the Broken Group are accessible
only by boat and specifically warns
that paddling from Bamfield and
Ucluelet is not recommended

because of the exposed passages



of Imperial Eagle and Loudon
Channels. That warning is aimed at
paddlers, but the underlying truth
applies more widely: this outside
coast needs proper ocean respect.
(Parks Canada)

For yachts, the west coast of
Vancouver Island is magnificent,
but it is a different category from
the inner passages. Swell,
barometric change, and open
Pacific exposure matter. It is one of
the best sections of the Canadian
coast, but only if treated as
open-ocean cruising, not scenic

commuting.


https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/bc/pacificrim/visit

Useful live links:

e Pacific Rim / Broken Group

Islands

e Pacific South Coast forecasts

e Canadian Coast Guard notices

and warnings

4. Central and north coast / Haida Gwaii

approaches

This is the serious-water section.
Environment Canada’s Pacific
products routinely include stronger
systems and gales affecting waters
around Haida Gwaii, central coast,
and the outer Vancouver Island
sectors. That means the farther

north and farther outside you go,


https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/bc/pacificrim/activ/activ2c
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/bc/pacificrim/activ/activ2c
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=02
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners

the less room there is for wishful
thinking. (Weather Canada)

What this zone is best for:

e experienced crews

e longer wilderness cruising

e proper expedition-style route
planning

e boats that are self-sufficient

and conservative
What it is not:

e a casual extension of the
southern inside route

e a place to rely on weak
communications or lazy

forecasting


https://weather.gc.ca/marine/forecast_e.html?mapID=02&siteID=07003

Pacific weather and route

discipline

Environment Canada’s marine
service is central on this coast. The
Pacific South Coast page and the
broader marine portal tie together
marine forecasts, warnings,
observations, tides, and
lightstation data. The Canadian
Coast Guard’s e-Navigation system
adds current NAVWARN and
NOTMAR information. Together,
those are the daily working tools,

not optional extras. (Weather

Canada)

The best Pacific advice is blunt:


https://weather.gc.ca/marine/forecast_e.html?mapID=02&siteID=07003
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/forecast_e.html?mapID=02&siteID=07003

e treat currents as
route-makers

e treat wind-against-current
as a real sea-state amplifier

e treat the outside coast as
ocean cruising

e treat the inside coast as

technical cruising

Pacific links worth saving

e Environment Canada marine

portal
e Pacific South Coast marine

region
e CHS Sailing Directions



https://weather.gc.ca/marine/index_e.html
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/index_e.html
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=02
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=02
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/sailingdirections-instructionsnautiques/index-eng.html

e PAC 200 Sailing Directions

overview

e CHS tide/current tables

e Canadian Coast Guard
NAVWARN / NOTMAR

e BC Marine Trails map

This is not an official source,
but it can still be useful for trip
ideas and community

knowledge.

Part Two: Canada —
Atlantic Coast


https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/download/SD-GD/PAC200/PAC200-eng.pdf
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/download/SD-GD/PAC200/PAC200-eng.pdf
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners
https://www.bcmarinetrails.org/map/

Atlantic Canada is a different job
altogether. The Pacific teaches tide
gates and protected-route
planning. The Atlantic teaches
weather windows, exposure, cold
water respect, and stronger
regional differences between one
coast and the next. Nova Scotia,
the Bay of Fundy, the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, Newfoundland, and
Labrador are not one sailing
ground. They are linked, but they

are not interchangeable.

Environment Canada’s
Atlantic-Maritimes marine region

shows active warnings by area,



and CHS maintains separate
Atlantic and Gulf tide/current
volumes because the timing and
current problems are large enough
to demand serious local treatment.
(Weather Canada)

The biggest Atlantic mistake is
assuming that chart distance tells
the whole story. It does not. On
this coast, cold water, fog,
fronts, swell, and very large
tidal ranges can turn
ordinary-looking runs into
proper seamanship problems.
That is especially true in places like

the Bay of Fundy and other


https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=15

current-heavy sectors, which is
exactly why CHS publishes
dedicated Atlantic current and tide

volumes. (Péches et Océans

Canada)

The Atlantic coast in plain terms
1. Nova Scotia and the Maritimes coast

This is the Atlantic coast many
cruising yachts first think of:
harbours, fishing ports,
island-studded coasts, and classic
summer cruising. It is one of the
most attractive coastlines in North
America for a yacht, but it still

demands weather discipline.


https://charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html
https://charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html

Environment Canada’s
Atlantic-Maritimes marine region is
the operational backbone here.
(Weather Canada)

Why it is strong:

e many harbours and small ports
e classic cruising scenery
e plenty of route variety

e good summer appeal
What catches crews out:

e cold water even in good
weather
e Atlantic fog

e front-driven weather changes


https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=15

e overconfidence after a run of

easy harbour days
Useful live links:

e Atlantic-Maritimes marine

region
e CHS Sailing Directions

e CHS tides and currents

2. Bay of Fundy

The Bay of Fundy deserves
separate treatment because it is
not normal water. CHS publishes
dedicated Atlantic Coast and Bay of
Fundy tide/current tables, which is

all the proof you need that this is a


https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=08
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=08
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/sailingdirections-instructionsnautiques/index-eng.html
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html

specialist tidal region, not a side
trip. ( )

A good guide should say this
plainly: the Bay of Fundy is one of
the most tide-dominated cruising

grounds in the world. That means:

e timing is central

e anchoring assumptions need
checking

e entrances and harbour use
change with the tide

e the sea state can harden
quickly in wind-against-current

conditions


https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2026/mpo-dfo/Fs73-1-2026-1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

This is one of the most interesting
parts of Atlantic Canada, but only if

treated with respect.
3. Gulf of St. Lawrence

The Gulf is a different system
again: larger, broader, and more
mixed in character, with weather
and route logic very different from
Fundy or the open Atlantic edge.
CHS maintains a separate Gulf of
St. Lawrence tide/current volume,
which reinforces the point that this
region needs its own planning

frame. (Publications.gc.ca)

What it is good for:


https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2026/mpo-dfo/Fs73-2-2026-1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

e larger passage planning with
island and coast options

e summer cruising

e mixing coastal and

semi-offshore legs
What it demands:

e weather patience

e awareness of fishing traffic and
seasonal activity

e proper navigation discipline in

reduced visibility
4. Newfoundland and Labrador approaches

This is the expedition end of
Atlantic Canada. It offers some of

the most dramatic coast on the



continent, but it is not the place for
a casual final extension of a
pleasant Nova Scotia cruise. The
cold, the weather, and the
remoteness all increase the stakes.
A good guide should write
Newfoundland and Labrador as
serious water with enormous
reward. That is an inference from
the region’s climate, route length,
and Atlantic setting, and it fits the
way Canada’s official Atlantic
resources divide forecasting and
navigation support by region.
(Weather Canada)


https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=15

Atlantic weather, currents, and

seasonal restrictions

Environment Canada’s
Atlantic-Maritimes pages and the
general marine portal should be
daily tools. So should the Coast
Guard’s current NAVWARN and
NOTMAR services. On top of that,
Atlantic Canada now requires
attention to marine wildlife routing
and speed issues in some areas. A
current eastern-edition NOTMAR
bulletin notes North Atlantic
right-whale protection measures,
including 10-knot speed

restrictions for vessels over 13



m LOA in certain zones, with

changes promulgated by

NAVWARN. (Publications.gc.ca)

That is exactly the sort of thing a
good Atlantic guide must include:
not because it is dramatic, but
because it affects voyage planning,

schedules, and legal compliance.
Useful live links:

e Environment Canada marine

portal
tlantic-Maritimes marine

region
e Canadian Coast Guard

NAVWARN / NOTMAR

>



https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2025/mpo-dfo/Fs152-8-2025-5-eng.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/index_e.html
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/index_e.html
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=08
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=08
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners

e CHS tide/current tables

e CHS Sailing Directions

Interesting observations
a skipper should keep in

mind

Pacific

The Pacific coast looks forgiving
because so much of it is inland or
semi-protected. In reality, it is
often technical water. Many days

are not decided by courage but by


https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/sailingdirections-instructionsnautiques/index-eng.html

timing. The boat that rushes

usually loses.

Atlantic

The Atlantic coast often looks
simpler on the chart than it feels at
sea. Bigger open water, stronger
frontal weather, colder water, and
some of the world’s more serious
tidal effects mean that the “easy”
passage can become the hard one

fast.

On both coasts

Canada rewards a skipper who

likes:



e preparation

e official information
e patient timing

e weather discipline

e proper use of tide/current data

Canada is less kind to the skipper

who likes:

e improvising border formalities
e assuming local water is simple
because it is familiar-looking

e ignoring currents

e downplaying cold water risk



Best official live links for

every Canadian skipper

e CBSA private boat reporting
e IRCC entry requirements by

country
e Environment Canada marine

forecasts
e Canadian Coast Guard
NAVWARN / NOTMAR

e CHS Sailing Directions

e CHS tide and current tables
e Pacific South Coast forecasts

e Atlantic-Maritimes forecasts

Final view


https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pb-pp-eng.html
https://ircc.canada.ca/english/visit/visas.asp
https://ircc.canada.ca/english/visit/visas.asp
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/index_e.html
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/index_e.html
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners
https://e-navigation.canada.ca/topics/notices-warnings/notice-mariners
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/sailingdirections-instructionsnautiques/index-eng.html
https://www.charts.gc.ca/publications/tables-eng.html
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=02
https://weather.gc.ca/marine/region_e.html?mapID=08

Canada is one of the world’s major
cruising countries, but only if you
write it honestly. The Pacific coast
is a tidal, technical,
inside-and-outside route system of
extraordinary depth. The Atlantic
coast is a colder, more
weather-exposed, regionally varied
cruising ground where tides, fog,
fronts, and seasonal rules matter
more than many visitors expect.
Canada’s own official systems —
CBSA, Environment Canada, Coast
Guard notices, CHS tides and

Sailing Directions — give you the



right backbone for both. (Canada

Border Services Agency)

You owe me a cup of coffee now.

Thanks.

Return to; www.marinersbase.com



https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pb-pp-eng.html
https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pb-pp-eng.html
https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/LH8N82CF6UNSQ
http://www.marinersbase.com
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