Show 1: With teacher, school leader and author Martin Griffin

In this show, Martin shares thoughts on the powerful role stories and storytelling plays in
schools. We also explore the importance of ‘try-fail cycles’ and consider what we can learn
from mid-league football managers about storytelling....
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Direct Link on TT Radio:
https://www.ttradio.org/listenback/episode/4a99aa1a/classroom-chronicles-part-1-the-late-sh
ow-with-ben-white

Written Reflection: Stuck in the Muddle?
Show 2: With Chemistry teacher, musician and ex-hacker Dan Boorman.

We explored Dan’s philosophy of teaching and scrutinised some thought-provoking claims
about homework; wasted time in lessons; and why the Science GCSE spec isn’t too big.
Dan explained why anti-science rhetorical and statements from world leaders make teaching
science both harder and more vital than ever. After all this, there was still time to look at
Dan’s pedagogical nemeses (PowerPoint and spurious data) via the big bad wolf that is ‘the
exam board.’...


https://www.ttradio.org/listenback/episode/4a99aa1a/classroom-chronicles-part-1-the-late-show-with-ben-white
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Apple Podcasts:
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/classroom-chronicles-the-late-show-with-ben-white/id
14381303107i=1000696840791

Spotify:https://open.spotify.com/episode/5Pbw81VNbKt0s7TGUgpj0D?si=06pTpvGASCWY
alFzsSQ7-w

Podbean: https://www.podbean.com/ep/pb-bii3g-1820f89

Written Reflection: Science practicals, memories and falling off your bike.

Show 3: Special Episode - Interview with Professor Neil Gilbride about ‘Banura’s
Self-Efficacy Theory in Action’

Dr Neil Gilbride makes a compelling case for how Bandura'’s self efficacy theory can help
refine how we understand and support our students AND how we design and teach our
lessons. There are plenty of pedagogy ‘how tos’ alongside reflections about our role in
shaping how students feel about their ability to ‘do it’ in our particular domain - be that
maths, English or cake baking. Along the way Neil shares his views on the dangers of
PowerPoint, the ultimate purpose of teaching - and who he’d invite (along with Bandura) to a
pedagogical dinner party.
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YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnND6g0R71o

Show 4: Classroom Chronicles: What’s the Point of Assessment? with Matt Evans

Ben White’s guest, headteacher and author Matt Evans, shares thought-provoking insights
on how assessment shapes students’ self-perception. He challenges the usefulness of


https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/teachers-talk-radio/id1438130310
https://open.spotify.com/episode/21GtyoqWlfnSM2naEvxYg0
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https://teacherstalkradio.podbean.com/e/bandura-s-self-efficacy-theory-in-action-ttr-special-ben-white-with-dr-neil-gilbride/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnND6q0R7Io

‘summative’ and ‘formative’ labels, arguing they can be misleading. They also explore future
trends in schooling—why so many of us predict similar shifts—and take a sharp look at
Ofsted’s proposed new assessment system. Spoiler: it’s probably not reliable enough for its
intended purpose.

Yet, despite all that, it’s still wrapped up on an optimistic note—with Matt’s favorite story.
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Show 5: Classroom Chronicles with Damian McBeath
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In this show we explored Damian’s experience and rational in becoming one of England’s
first “Yondr’ (lockable phone pouch) secondary schools. There’s a discussion of why they
went for this change; what the impact has been; how they made it stick; and what the school
has learned along the way.

As always, we found time to explore Damian’s response to questions raised by previous
guests - he was intrigued by Neil, and has a neat example of the risks of simplistic solutions
- a homework initiative that failed - which resonated with Matt’'s observations. We finished by

returning to our stories theme - it turns out that Damian is writing a children’s story that we’'ll
need to get him back on to speak about soon!
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Show 6: Al in Schools — Hype, Help or Harm? Interview with Professor Becky Allen

In this episode, Ben White speaks to Professor Becky Allen about how Al is already
reshaping education, teaching, and the world of work. They explore how Al might affect
students’ aspirations, how teachers are using it to save time, and what schools should do
next. Becky reflects on what she wants for her own children, why broad education matters
more than ever, and how some teachers are experiencing Al as a challenge to their
professional identity.

As always, we find time to link back to themes from earlier shows—this one’s thoughtful,
honest, and well worth a listen.
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Apple Podcast:
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/teachers-talk-radio/id1438130310?i=100071477
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Show 7: What can we learn from home schooling? Interview with Katie Finlayson

Ben White is joined by Katie Finlayson for a thoughtful conversation about home education.
With 15 years of experience educating her own children—and supporting thousands of
families across the UK—Katie shares what life as a home-educating parent really looks like,
why more families are choosing this path, and what schools might learn from those doing
things differently. She also discusses her own recent research, which gathered insights
around why and when families chose to home educate.
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