
 
 



Film Analysis/Film Review Essay Writing the Classic 
Funnel-Shaped Introduction 

You have not likely read reviews or analytic essays about the film you viewed for this class; 
however, you have discussed the film with your teacher and your classmates. Your conversation 
has been with your class. Narrow/focus your introduction by identifying the specific question you 
are answering in your essay: 

Many of my classmates questioned . . . 

My classmates and I discussed . . . 

Many/some/a few viewers discuss . . . 

Many/some/a few viewers argue . . . 

Many/some/a few people question . . . 

Example: 

Many viewers are quick to question the success of a film based on a play solely 
on its adaptation of the play they know so well. 

Continue to orientate your reader by summarizing what others have said about the film in one to 
three sentences. Use the term viewer to identify people who have seen the film. 

They say . . . 

Many viewers say . . . 

Some viewrs say . . . 

Other viewers say . . . 

Example: 

Others compare Zeffireli’s production to Laurence Olivier’s 1948 film production 
of Hamlet. I think Zeffireli’s production should be judged on a wider set of criteria. 

Identifying the question your essay addresses metaphorically narrows your funnel-shaped 
introduction. You are getting closer to the spout. 



 
 


