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       Title Summary 

Time Machine 
H.G. Wells 
1070 Lexile 
***Spanish eBook 
Available 

The Time Machine is the seminal time travel tale, having spawned an entire genre 
of fiction and having inspired thousands of books, movies, and dreams. This classic 
novella marks the first use of the term time machine, and it portrays the first 
journey through time in a device that can be controlled precisely by its operator. 

An American Plague 
Jim Murphy 
1130 Lexile 

1793, Philadelphia. The nation's capital and the largest city in North America is 
devastated by an apparently incurable disease, cause unknown . . .Jim Murphy 
describes the illness known as yellow fever and the toll it took on the city's 
residents, relating the epidemic to the major social and political events of the day 
and to 18th-century medical beliefs and practices. Drawing on first-hand accounts, 
Murphy spotlights the heroic role of Philadelphia's free blacks in combating the 
disease, and the Constitutional crisis that President Washington faced when he was 
forced to leave the city--and all his papers--while escaping the deadly contagion. 
The search for the fever's causes and cure, not found for more than a century 
afterward, provides a suspenseful counterpoint to this riveting true story. 

Falling Over Sideways 
Jordan Sonnenblick 
860 Lexile 
 

Claire’s life is a joke…but she’s not laughing. While her friends seem to be 
leaping forward, she’s dancing in the same place. The mean girls at school 
are living up to their mean name, and there’s a boy, Ryder, who’s just as 
bad, if not worse. And at home, nobody’s really listening to her—if 
anything, they seem to be more in on the joke than she is. 

Then into all of this (not-very-funny-to-Claire) comedy comes something 
intense and tragic—while her dad is talking to her at the kitchen table, he 
falls over with a medical emergency. Suddenly the joke has become very 
serious—and the only way Claire, her family, and her friends are going to 
get through it is if they can find a way to make it funny again.  

 



Zane and the Hurricane 
Rodman Philbrick 
860 Lexile 

Zane Dupree is a charismatic 12-year-old boy of mixed race visiting a relative in 
New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hits. Unexpectedly separated from all family, 
Zane and his dog experience the terror of Katrina's wind, rain, and horrific 
flooding. Facing death, they are rescued from an attic air vent by a kind, elderly 
musician and a scrappy young girl--both African American. The chaos that ensues 
as storm water drowns the city, shelter and food vanish, and police contribute to a 
dangerous, frightening atmosphere, creates a page-turning tale that completely 
engrosses the reader.  

An Elephant in the 
Garden 
Michael Morpurgo  
890 Lexile 

Lizzie and Karl’s mother is a zoo keeper during World War II.  The family has 
become attached to an orphaned elephant named Marlene, who will be destroyed as 
a precautionary measure so she and the other animals don’t run wild should the zoo 
be hit by bombs. The family persuades the zoo director to let Marlene stay in their 
garden instead. When the city is bombed, the family flees with thousands of others, 
including the elephant. 

True Legend 
Mike Lupica 
850 Lexile 

There's a reason teammates call him "True." Because for basketball phenom Drew 
Robinson, there is nothing more true than his talent on the court. It's the kind that 
comes along once in a generation and is loaded with perks--and with problems. 
Before long, True buys in to his own hype, much to the chagrin of his mother, who 
wants to keep her boy's head grounded--and suddenly trouble has a way of finding 
him. That is, until a washed-up former playground legend steps back onto the court 
and takes True under his wing. 

The Eleventh Plague 
Jeff Hirsch​  
790 Lexile   

Twenty years after the start of the war that caused the Collapse, fifteen-year-old 
Stephen, his father, and grandfather travel post-Collapse America scavenging, but 
when his grandfather dies and his father decides to risk everything to save the lives 
of two strangers, Stephen's life is turned upside down. 

The Nazi Hunters 
Neal Bascomb  
1000 Lexile 

In 1945, at the end of World War II, Adolf Eichmann, the head of operations for the 
Nazis' Final Solution, walked into the mountains of Germany and vanished from 
view. Sixteen years later, an elite team of spies captured him at a bus stop in 
Argentina and smuggled him to Israel, resulting in one of the century's most 
important trials -- one that cemented the Holocaust in the public imagination. 

Camp So and So 
Mary McCoy 
960 Lexile 

The letters went out in mid-February. Each letter invited its recipient to spend a 
week at Camp So-and-So, a lakeside retreat for girls nestled high in the Starveling 
Mountains. Each letter came with a glossy brochure with photographs of young 
women climbing rocks, performing theatre under the stars, and spiking volleyballs. 
Each letter was signed in ink by the famed and reclusive businessman and 
philanthropist, Inge F. Yancey IV. By the end of the month, twenty-five 
applications had been completed, signed, and mailed to a post office box in an 
obscure Appalachian town. Had any of these girls tried to follow the directions in 
the brochure and visit the camp for themselves on that day in February, they would 

 



have discovered that there was no such town and no such mountain and that no one 
within a fifty-mile radius had ever heard of Camp So-and-So! 

The Crossover  
Kwame Alexander 
750 Lexile 
 

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is 
DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces 
dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome 
on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, 
too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel 
of family and brotherhood. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on 
and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their 
story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 

Krysia: A Polish Girl’s 
Stolen Childhood 
During World War II  
Krystyna Mihulka 
800 Lexile 

As German troops and bombs descended upon Poland, Krysia struggled to make 
sense of the wailing sirens, hushed adult conversations, and tearful faces of 
everyone around her. Within just days, the peaceful childhood she had known 
would disappear forever. 
Krysia tells the story of one Polish girl's harrowing experiences during World War 
II as her beloved father was forced into hiding, a Soviet soldier's family took over 
her house, and finally as she and her mother and brother were forced at gunpoint 
from their once happy home and deported to a remote Soviet work farm in 
Kazakhstan. 

A Little Princess  
Francis Hodgson 
Burnett 
810 Lexile 
 

Sara Crewe, a pupil at Miss Minchin's London school, is left in poverty when her 
father dies but is later rescued by a mysterious benefactor. 

Olive’s Ocean  
Kevin Henkes 
680 Lexile 
 

Martha Boyle and Olive Barstow could have been friends, but they weren't. Weeks 
after a tragic accident, all that is left are eerie connections between the two girls, 
former classmates who both kept the same secret without knowing it. Now, even 
while on vacation at the ocean, Martha can't stop thinking about Olive. Things only 
get more complicated when Martha begins to like Jimmy Manning, a neighbor boy 
she used to despise. What is going on? Can life for Martha be the same ever again?  

Cracker:  The Best Dog 
in Vietnam 
Cynthia Kadohata 
730 Lexile 

A stirring, story of America's war in Vietnam, using the alternating viewpoints of 
an army dog named Cracker and her 17-year-old handler, Rick Hanski. From their 
training at a base in the U.S, to their stalking the enemy, the heartfelt tale explores 
the close bond of the scout-dog team, relating how it detects booby traps and 
mines, finds the enemy, rescues POWs, and returns home to a hero's welcome. 
Throughout the struggle, the dog and the teenager care for one another. 

All the Lovely Bad Ones 
Mary Downing Hahn  
 670 Lexile 

Twelve-year-old Travis and his younger sister, Corey, are spending the summer 
with their grandmother at her Vermont bed-and-breakfast. Born mischief makers, 
the siblings hear that the inn is rumored to be haunted and decide to manufacture 
some ghostly effects for the guests. Unfortunately, they arouse the real ghosts: 
young boys who died in the early 1800s, when the property was the county poor 

 



farm, and Miss Ada, the evil spinster who caused their deaths. The rambunctious 
young ghosts cause a lot of ruckus, but Miss Ada is deliciously horrible. 

Penicillin was 
discovered by accident : 
and other facts about 
inventions and 
discoveries 
Jan Payne 
1000 Lexile 

Science has made some incredible things possible. Many medications, technology, 
and scientific theory are well known, while others remain inventions of the 
imagination. Through engaging text enhanced by whimsical color illustrations and 
a fun quiz, readers can discover just how much they know about the history of 
science. 

How to Stage a 
Catastrophe  
Rebecca Donnelly 
880 Lexile 

Sidney plans to be the director of the Juicebox Theater when he grows up. For now, 
he handles the props, his best friend Folly works the concession stand, and his 
sister May hangs out in the spotlight. But the theater is in danger of closing, and the 
kids know they need a plan to save it and fast. When they join a local commerce 
club to earn money, Sid and Folly uncover some immoral business practices, and it 
gives them a great idea for saving the theater. That is, if you can call extortion a 
great idea. Hilarious and heartwarming, the mission to save a failing community 
theater unites a riotous cast of characters in this offbeat middle-grade novel. 

Among the Hidden  
Margaret Peterson 
Haddix 
800 Lexile 

In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only 
two children, Luke has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his 
family's farm, until another "third" convinces him that the government is wrong. 

Booked  
Kwame Alexander 
660 Lexile 
 

Soccer, family, love, and friendship, take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick 
learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a 
bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his best 
friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, a rapping librarian who gives 
Nick inspiring books to read.   

Counting by 7s 
Holly Goldberg  Sloan 
770 Lexile 
 
***Spanish eBook 
Available 

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing 
medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy 
for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept 
her from leading a quietly happy life...until now.  Suddenly Willow’s world is 
tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a 
baffling world.  

The Testing 
Joelle Charbonneau 
830 Lexile 
 

It’s graduation day for sixteen-year-old Malencia Vale, and the entire Five Lakes 
Colony (the former Great Lakes) is celebrating. All Cia can think about—hope 
for—is whether she’ll be chosen for The Testing, a United Commonwealth 
program that selects the best and brightest new graduates to become possible 
leaders of the slowly revitalizing post-war civilization. When Cia is chosen, her 
father finally tells her about his own nightmarish half-memories of The Testing. 
Armed with his dire warnings (”Cia, trust no one”), she bravely heads off to Tosu 
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City, far away from friends and family, perhaps forever. Danger, romance—and 
sheer terror—await. 

Running Out of Time 
Margaret Peterson 
Haddix 
730 Lexile 
 

When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie 
discovers it is actually a 1995 tourist site under unseen observation by heartless 
scientists, and it's up to Jessie to escape the village and save the lives of the dying 
children. 

  

Crash 
Jerry Spinelli 
560 Lexile 
 

Crash Coogan, a seventh-grade football star, has been an aggressive person from 
the time he was very young; sometimes, he is too aggressive. He enjoys his rough, 
macho behavior until he meets an unusual neighbor who forces him to think about 
his life and his way of treating others.  A rare glimpse into the life of a bully in an 
unforgettable story about stereotypes and surprises. 

Orbiting Jupiter 
Gary D. Schmidt 
740 Lexile 

When Jack meets his new foster brother, he already knows three things about him: 
Joseph almost killed a teacher. He was incarcerated at a place called Stone 
Mountain. He has a daughter. Her name is Jupiter. And he has never seen her. What 
Jack doesn’t know, at first, is how desperate Joseph is to find his baby girl. Or how 
urgently he, Jack, will want to help.But the past can’t be shaken off. Even as new 
bonds form, old wounds reopen. The search for Jupiter demands more from Jack 
than he can imagine. 

Rated 
Melissa Grey 
780 Lexile  

Societies thrive on order, and the Rating System is the ultimate symbol of 
organized social mobility. The higher it soars, the more valued you are. The lower 
it plummets, the harder you must work to improve yourself. For the students at the 
prestigious Maplethorpe Academy, every single thing they do is reflected in their 
ratings, updated daily and available for all to see. But when an act of vandalism 
sullies the front doors of the school, it sets off a chain reaction that will shake the 
lives of six special students -- and the world beyond.  

The Fault in Our Stars 
John Green 
850 Lexile 
 
***Available in Spanish 
 

Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel 
has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. 
But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at 
Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely rewritten. 

Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars is award-winning 
author John Green's most ambitious and heartbreaking work yet, brilliantly 
exploring the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in love. 

 



The Hunger Games 
Series:  
Suzanne Collins 
1.The Hunger Games 
 810 Lexile;  
2.Catching Fire  
820 Lexile;  
3.Mockingjay  
800 Lexile; 
4.The Ballad of 
Songbirds and Snakes 
(2020) *Too new for 
Lexile 
 

The Hunger Games is a series of young adult dystopian novels written by 
American novelist Suzanne Collins. The series is set in The Hunger Games 
universe, and follows young Katniss Everdeen. 

The Hunger Games: In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the 
nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The 
Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in line by forcing them all to send 
one boy and once girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to participate in the 
annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss 
Everdeen regards it as a death sentence when she steps forward to take her sister's 
place in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead before—and survival, for 
her, is second nature. Without really meaning to, she becomes a contender. But if 
she is to win, she will have to start making choices that weight survival against 
humanity and life against love. 

Catching  Fire: Against all odds, Katniss Everdeen has survived the Hunger 
Games. She and fellow District 12 tribute Peeta Mellark are miraculously still 
alive. Katniss should be relieved, happy even. Yet nothing is the way Katniss 
wishes it to be. Gale holds her at an icy distance. Peeta has turned his back on her 
completely. And there are whispers of a rebellion against the Capitol - a rebellion 
that Katniss and Peeta may have helped create. Much to her shock, Katniss has 
fueled an unrest that she's afraid she cannot stop. And what scares her even more is 
that she's not entirely convinced she should try. As time draws near for Katniss and 
Peeta to visit the districts on the Capitol's cruel Victory Tour, the stakes are higher 
than ever. If they can't prove, without a shadow of a doubt, that they are lost in 
their love for each other, the consequences will be horrifying. Katniss is about to be 
tested as never before. 

Mockingjay: The final book in the ground-breaking HUNGER GAMES trilogy, 
this new foiled edition of MOCKINGJAY is available for a limited period of time. 
Against all odds, Katniss Everdeen has survived the Hunger Games twice. But now 
that she's made it out of the bloody arena alive, she's still not safe. The Capitol is 
angry. The Capitol wants revenge. Who do they think should pay for the unrest? 
Katniss. And what's worse, President Snow has made it clear that no one else is 
safe either. Not Katniss's family, not her friends, not the people of District 12. 

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes: It is the morning of the reaping that will 
kick off the 10th annual Hunger Games. In the Capitol, 18-year-old Coriolanus 
Snow is preparing for his one shot at glory as a mentor in the Games. The 
once-mighty house of Snow has fallen on hard times, its fate hanging on the 
slender chance that Coriolanus will be able to out charm, outwit, and outmaneuver 
his fellow students to mentor the winning tribute.The odds are against him. He's 
been given the humiliating assignment of mentoring the female tribute from 
District 12, the lowest of the low. Their fates are now completely intertwined - 

 



every choice Coriolanus makes could lead to favor or failure, triumph or ruin. 
Inside the arena, it will be a fight to the death. Outside the arena, Coriolanus starts 
to feel for his doomed tribute... and must weigh his need to follow the rules against 
his desire to survive no matter what it takes. 

The Arc of a Scythe 
Trilogy: 
 Neal Shusterman 
1.Scythe 830 Lexile; 
2.Thunderhead 870 
Lexile; 
3.The Toll 850 Lexile 
 

Thou shalt not kill: 

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has conquered 
all those things, and has even conquered death. Now scythes are the only ones who 
can end life—and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the 
population under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice with a 
scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life, 
knowing that the consequence of failure could mean losing their own. When they 
try to break free of their roles, the two apprentices discover those in power will not 
peacefully relinquish their control. Can Citra and Rowan change things for the 
better without being silenced themselves? 

Divergent Series:  
Veronica Roth 
1.Divergent HL700 
Lexile; 
2.Insurgent HL 710 
Lexile; 
3.Allegiant 830 Lexile 
 

Divergent: One choice can transform you. Veronica Roth's #1 New York Times 
bestselling debut is a gripping dystopian tale of electrifying choices, powerful 
consequences, unexpected romance, and a deeply flawed "perfect society." 

Insurgent: One choice can destroy you. Veronica Roth's second #1 New York 
Timesbestseller continues the dystopian thrill ride. As war surges in the factions all 
around her, Tris attempts to save those she loves--and herself--while grappling with 
haunting questions of grief and forgiveness, identity and loyalty, politics and love. 

Allegiant: The explosive conclusion to Veronica Roth's #1 New York Times 
bestselling Divergent trilogy reveals the secrets of the dystopian world that has 
captivated millions of readers in Divergent and Insurgent.  

NOTE: 
HL Lexile=High Low 

High-Low Lexiles are appealing to middle school students who have lower 
lexile scores and need materials that are less complex. These books are high 
interest but lower lexile.   
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