
Extending Thoughts on Chivalry 
 
One of the main ideas to survive from the Middle Ages is the code of chivalry.  However, the 
code and ideals behind chivalry have long been debated and contested, dating back even to 
the age of their origin.   
Read these six modern authors' views  on chivalry, and summarize their positions below. 
 

Brett McKay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abigail Collazo 
 

Emily E. Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keith Bernard 
 

Richard Abels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scott Farrell 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/30/can-chivalry-be-brought-back-to-life
https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/30/can-chivalry-be-brought-back-to-life/chivalry-is-a-nod-to-differences-between-the-sexes
https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/30/can-chivalry-be-brought-back-to-life/let-chivalry-die-survived-by-courtesy
https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/30/can-chivalry-be-brought-back-to-life/chivalry-is-a-virtue-we-should-all-aspire-to
https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/30/can-chivalry-be-brought-back-to-life/it-contributes-to-chauvinism
https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/30/can-chivalry-be-brought-back-to-life/chivalry-is-a-medieval-ethos-that-has-evolved-over-time
https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/07/30/can-chivalry-be-brought-back-to-life/chivalry-means-service


Next, read ONE of the following articles and, in 2-3 paragraphs, critically respond to the ideas put 
forth by this modern author concerning chivalry and its role... 

●​ in medieval society 
●​ in recent history 
●​ in contemporary U.S. 

Be sure to use in-text citations as you refer to the author’s writing directly, through paraphrasing, or 
summarizing of his/her ideas.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, meet together with 2-3 classmates, and discuss what you learned concerning chivalry in your 
various readings.  Then, go on to read this article about the modern state of chivalry, and discuss the 
ideas set forth here.  Finally, go on to read through this article about chivalry in Disney movies and 
discuss the ideas set forth here.  Record a summary of main ideas you discussed in the chart below. 
 

‘Is Chivalry Dead?’ article 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disney movies article 

 

https://www.businessinsider.com/rules-of-knighthood-and-chivalry-2017-3
https://www.history.com/news/how-chivalry-died-again-and-again
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2018/10/08/chivalry-isnt-dead-it-should-be/?utm_term=.e6e40502ec06
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_in_text_citations_the_basics.html
https://www.vogue.com/article/chivalry-is-it-dead-how-to-be-a-gentleman
https://ohmy.disney.com/movies/2015/01/06/chivalry-isnt-dead/

