
What are the 36 AA principles? 
The 36 principles are the Twelve Steps, Twelve Traditions and Twelve Concepts.  
 
Core Spiritual Principles of the Program:  Willingness, Open-mindedness, Honesty  
 
AA’s Code:  Love and Tolerance of Others 
 
What are the spiritual virtues?  
There are many different spiritual virtue lists that refer to the 36 principles which have been 
printed by AA's members over the years. 
Examples of spiritual virtues: There is not an official AA approved list.  
 
 
The Principles in the Twelve Steps 
Step One: Honesty 
Step Two: Hope 
Step Three: Faith 
Step Four: Courage 
Step Five: Integrity 
Step Six: Willingness 
Step Seven: Humility 
Step Eight: Self-discipline 
Step Nine: Love 
Step Ten: Perseverance 
Step Eleven: Spiritual Awareness 
Step Twelve: Service 
 
The Principles in the Twelve Traditions 
Tradition One: Unity 
Tradition Two: Trust 
Tradition Three: Identity 
Tradition Four: Autonomy 
Tradition Five: Purpose 
Tradition Six: Solidarity 
Tradition Seven: Responsibility 
Tradition Eight: Fellowship 
Tradition Nine: Structure 
Tradition Ten: Neutrality 
Tradition Eleven: Anonymity 
Tradition Twelve: Spirituality 
 
 
 
 

 
The Principles in the Twelve Concepts  
Concept One: Unity 
Concept Two: Conscience 
Concept Three: Trust 
Concept Four: Equality 
Concept Five: Consideration 
Concept Six: Responsibility 
Concept Seven: Balance 
Concept Eight: Delegation 
Concept Nine: Ability 
Concept Ten: Clarity 
Concept Eleven: Humility 
Concept Twelve: Guidelines 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/The%20Twelve%20Steps%20of%20Alcoholics%20Anonymous%20-%20SMF-121.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/smf-122_en%201121.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/SMF-114_The_Twelve_Concepts_For_World_Service-Short-Form_EN_111021.pdf

