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Dear Parents/Guardians and Athletes, 
 
Welcome to the 2024/2025 Glendale Elementary School District Athletic program.  I am 
Amanda Markiewicz, and I work as the District Athletic Director.  I work with your 
school’s administrators, site athletic directors and athletic coaches to run the Glendale 
Elementary School District Athletic program. Congratulations!  We are honored to 
welcome you to participate.   
 
The district’s goal for the upcoming season is to provide a safe, positive, and supportive 
learning environment where students have the opportunity to learn the values of athletic 
competition, good sportsmanship and group cooperation.  We anticipate a hardworking, 
fun, and successful season for all schools.  Being a part of a team is not only extremely 
rewarding, but also a commitment.  Student athletes will have the opportunity to learn the 
importance of teamwork and fair play, promote school-community spirit, and develop a 
sense of accomplishment. 
 
Each school has a coach for boys and a coach for girls teams for each of the four sports 
in our program.  Each school also has a site athletic director who oversees the program 
at their school.  Contact information for any of these individuals is available online at 
www.gesd40.org.   
 
Please read this handbook carefully. It contains important information to help student 
athletes be successful. After reading the information, the Parent and Student Athlete 
Contract, the emergency contact list, and concussion waiver  need to be returned to your 
coach.   
 
If you need any assistance or have any other questions, you contact me at 
amarkiewicz@gesd40.org.  We are very excited for this year's season!   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Amanda Markiewicz 
District Athletics Director 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.gesd40.org


Glendale Elementary School District Athletic Policies and Expectations 
Your first responsibility is to be a Student, then an Athlete. Participating in athletics 
is a privilege and with that, comes certain responsibilities for Student Athletes. 

Athlete Expectations 

Hard work, effort and positive attitude are expectations of a Student Athlete, both on and off the court.  
You have to earn your playing time with your ability, effort and attitude at practice, during games and in 
the classroom. You are expected to represent yourself in a positive way by displaying good citizenship 
and sportsmanship. This includes showing respect towards all authority figures, including officials, 
coaches and school staff. It is unacceptable to argue with or disrespect teachers, coaches or officials. 
Playing time is not guaranteed for the season.  Playing time may not be equal for all students. 

Coaches Expectations 

Coaches will maintain a safe environment and will treat athletes with respect. They will collect athletic 
contracts, monitor eligibility of athletes and communicate with parents/guardians. All team roster 
decisions are the sole responsibility of the coach. Coaches are responsible for staying with their team 
after practices/games until all athletes have left the practice facility/ field to go home.  Students may be 
picked up or have a written note explaining they are allowed to walk home.  

Grades 

Weekly grade checks will occur with all athletes. Each athlete must maintain a 2.0 GPA with no “1” in a 
class, (1.0-1.9) Grades will be given to the coach at the end of the day on Thursdays.  Coaches may 
choose to collect grades through email or as a responsibility of the athlete. Students will be informed on 
Fridays of any missing or incomplete work. Students have until Monday to complete and turn in work.  
Clearance to play will come from the teacher(s) by email or in writing to the coach. If the work is not 
turned in, you are ineligible to participate in practices and/or games. 

Detentions 

Detentions affect your playing time. If you are not at practice, you miss out on learning plays, drills and 
routines. Your detentions affect the entire team. Two detentions or a failure to serve a detention will 
result in the athlete not being eligible to play the 1st half of the next scheduled game. 

Suspensions 

●​ In School Suspension ~ Student athletes who are suspended in school are ineligible to participate 

if a contest is scheduled on the day of suspension. 

●​ Out of School Suspension ~ Student athletes who are suspended from school are ineligible to 

participate if a contest is scheduled on the day of suspension and are not permitted on GESD 

premises.  If a contest is not scheduled on the day of suspension, student athletes will be 

ineligible for the next scheduled contest.   

●​ Student athletes, who receive in school suspension or out of school suspension a second time 

during the season, are ineligible to participate the remainder of the season. 

 

 

 

 



 

Medical Policy 

Students are encouraged to get an annual physical and have medical insurance.  Families may obtain 
insurance through the district or an outside agency.  It is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to let the 
coaches know of any existing conditions or injuries in writing.  In the event of a medical situation or 
emergency, the parent/guardian will be notified immediately.  The use of prescription medications must 
be checked in through the nurse, including inhalers.  Inhalers can be carried by athletes once approved 
by the nurse.  

Illegal Substances  

There will be an immediate expulsion from participation in athletics for the remainder of the school year, 
if an athlete is found in possession of an illegal substance, police will be notified.  

Uniform Policy 

Coaches are responsible for obtaining their season athletic uniforms from their Site AD.  The district 
recommendation for care is for the coach to be responsible for handing out uniforms to the athletes 
before every athletic competition.  Once the athletic competition is over for the day, the coach will 
collect uniforms and keep them until the next scheduled game. This ensures that uniforms are not lost, 
stolen, or ruined.  

All athletic uniforms are to be returned to the school upon completion of the season by the head coach. 
All equipment that is borrowed must be returned to the school or back to the District Athletics Director 
upon completion of the season Any lost or broken articles must be replaced at the expense of the 
parent/guardian. 

Parent/Family Expectations 

Players Play ~ Coaches Coach ~ Officials make the calls ~ Parents Support 

We want our athletic experiences to be a positive learning environment. As adults, we can help by 
keeping in mind that coaches and officials are doing their best for your kids. We may not always agree, 
but we can always model self control, sportsmanship and a positive attitude.  Harassment, intimidation 
or the use of vulgarity at a sporting event will result in a verbal warning from a school official.  If the 
behavior continues, the person will be asked to leave.  If the person refuses to leave, police will be 
contacted.   

24 Hour Rule 

As parents, please address any concerns you may have 24 hours after the game has ended. Please do not 
approach the coach during the game or on the field/court. Please do not approach the coach after the 
game or in the parking lot. Coaches will be more than happy to discuss any of your concerns with you on 
the telephone or in person at school, 24 hours after the game by appointment. Concerns that are not 
resolved can be communicated by calling 623-237-4171. 

“Cooler heads make better decisions” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Transportation Policy 

Transportation services are not provided by the Glendale Elementary School District. Students and 
families are responsible for student’s transportation.  On game nights, each athlete will have access to a 
telephone in order to call for a ride. Within 20 minutes after the last student has called for a ride, all 
players must be picked up. If a child is not picked up in that frame of time, he/she will receive a verbal 
warning from their coach. A second incident will result in a one game suspension.  If an athlete is not 
picked up within 30 minutes, police will be notified. 

Prerequisites for Participation 

The following prerequisites must be met prior to any participation (including practice) in the program. 

●​ Students are to be a 6th-8th grade student at a school in Glendale Elementary School District 

●​ Complete Tryout days set by the Coach 

●​ Completed Athletics Permission form/emergency contact form 

○​ Athletics Permission Form (English Version) 

○​ Athletics Permission Form (Spanish Version) 

●​ Signed Parent and Student Athletic Contract 

○​ Athletic Contract (English version) 

○​ Athletic Contract (Spanish version) 

●​ Student watch the concussion video and return a Signed Concussion Statement and 

Acknowledgement form 

○​ Concussion Preparticipation Signature Form (English Version) 

●​ Concussion Information 

○​ A Fact Sheet for Athletes (English Version) 

○​ A Fact Sheet for Athletes (Spanish Version 

○​ Parent Information Sheet (English Version) 

○​ Parent Information Sheet (Spanish Version) 

●​ Academic eligibility 

○​ Weekly grade checks will occur with all athletes. Each athlete must maintain a 2.0 GPA 
with no “1” in a class, (1.0-1.9) Grades will be given to the coach at the end of the day on 
Thursdays.  Coaches may choose to collect grades through email or as a responsibility of 
the athlete. Students will be informed on Fridays of any missing or incomplete work. 
Students have until Monday to complete and turn in work.  Clearance to play will come 
from the teacher(s) by email or in writing to the coach. If the work is not turned in, you 
are ineligible to participate in practices and/or games.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dSd2-GUH_w-kYlZYt4MfMtWnMnc-0s_MPVbYuDuPj08/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HY_fmKpW9iN5Qkbpj2Pjfe1-ai1qaurMY60dNzJlMmw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RmBb5Wi1X9SxHMnCBDI94NzdwhMcys60krGz149ejNU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b5kt1Det715p38sQNMvm_qgnzURSE3qQ_WWzFdtE0Xs/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L7uYizR2V1JmrK5Pfan6XlO3tCzlfHzi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BSKFSUP-9vEQCBYGqWZXhFJtyb4lBOb7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JW5TW9EZeJaGNSebd4YLNLRJJSq_AuaC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VyrZo5-393Ui_ecFH_ZFTjdP8q7oqm6V/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AtFiSBNleFGCe0SIHe2TlKtgvIe1oWzx/view?usp=sharing


 
By attending, and/or participating at a district athletic event, you are agreeing to be responsible 
for your words and actions and shall conform to the following code of conduct: 
 

●​ I will not engage, nor encourage any other person to engage, in unsportsmanlike 
conduct with any coach, parent, player, participant, official, or any other attendee. 

●​ I will not engage, nor encourage any other person to engage, in any behavior which 
would endanger the health, safety, or well being of any coach, parent, player, participant, 
official, or any other attendee. 

●​ I will not engage, nor encourage any other person to engage, in the use of profanity. 
●​ I will treat, and encourage others to treat, coaches, parents, players, participants, 

officials, and any other attendees with respect regardless of race, creed, color, national 
origin, sex, sexual orientation, or ability. 

●​ I will not engage, nor encourage any other person to engage, in verbal or physical 
threats or abuse aimed at any coach, parent, player, participant, official, or any other 
attendee. 

●​ I will not engage, nor encourage any other person to engage, in verbal or physical 
threats or abuse aimed at any coach, parent, player, participant, official, or any other 
attendee. 

●​ I will not initiate, nor encourage any other person, to initiate a fight or scuffle with any 
coach, parent, player, participant, official, or any other attendee. 

 
By attending, and/or participating at a district athletic event, you are agreeing that you 
understand if you fail to the following code of conduct listed above, you are subject to the 
following disciplinary action, including, but not limited to, the following: 

●​ 1st Verbal warning issued by appropriate personnel 
●​ 2nd verbal warning issued by appropriate personnel  
●​ Suspension or immediate ejection from the athletic event 
●​ Suspension from multiple athletic events 
●​ Season suspension or multiple season suspension from athletic events 

 

 
 



About the Program 
Athletics Mission Statement 
The mission of the Glendale Elementary School District Athletic program is to provide a safe, 
positive, and supportive learning environment where students have the opportunity to learn the 
values of athletic competition, good sportsmanship and group cooperation. 

Fees 
Glendale Elementary School District does not charge students or families any fees for 
participation in the program.  You can help support the enrichment of the program by making a 
tax credit donation.  These funds help provide for new uniforms, and sports equipment.   

●​ Tax Credit – in 1997 the State Legislature passed a bill (ARS 433-1089.01) that allows 
an individual to receive a dollar for dollar tax credit for donations paid to schools for 
extracurricular activities. Taxpayers can contribute and receive a credit on their Arizona 
state taxes for any amount up to $400 for couples, $200 for individuals.  By using this 
method of payment, you can maximize the amount of benefit directly to your school at no 
cost to you.  Forms are available from the district, administrators, coaches, or online at  
www.gesd40.org.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The 12 schools of the Glendale Elementary School District will comprise an East and a West 
Conference. All schools are obligated to comply with the rules and play the schedules assigned 
to them. 

East Conference 
●​ American 
●​ Burton​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Horizon 
●​ Landmark 
●​ Mensendick 
●​ Smith 

West Conference 
●​ Bicentennial  
●​ Challenger 
●​ Jack 
●​ Desert Spirit 
●​ Discovery 
●​ Sunset Vista 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Flag Football 

●​ Tryouts: 8/13/2024-8/14/2024 
●​ Season:  8/26/2024-9/17/2024   
●​ Tournament:  9/18/2024-9/25/2024  
●​ Championship: 10/1/2024 

 
Soccer 

●​ Tryouts:  10/15/2024-10/16/2024  
●​ Season:   10/29/2024-11/21/2024  
●​ Tournament:  12/2/2024-12/16/2024 
●​ Championship:  12/18/2024  

 
Basketball 

●​ Tryouts: 1/8/2025-1/9/2025 
●​ Season:  1/21/2025-2/20/2025 
●​ Tournament:   2/24/2025-3/4/2025 
●​ Championship:  3/5/2025 

 
Softball 

●​ Tryouts:   3/27/2025-3/28/2025 
●​ Season:  4/8/2025-4/22/2025 
●​ Tournament:  4/28/2025-5/6/2025 
●​ Championship:  5/12/2025 

 

 

You can find the full schedule here: 2024/2025 GESD40 Athletics Schedule 

Check the District website, https://sites.google.com/gstudents.org/gesd40athletics/home for 
updates and changes. (under the programs tab, click on athletics)** 
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