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(alall
The past haunts everyone. Except the past in Arabic! Conjugating past tense verbs is very easy BECAUSE THERE
ARE NO EXCEPTIONS.

Isn’t Arabic beautiful? Ain’t life grand?

Here is a simple chart. Note that all past tense conjugations only attach to the end of the word (never at the
beginning):

Plural Single
& GRS & Ll | 1st Person
(na) (tu) (me/l/us/we)
we wrote | wrote
o &l &y &al | 2nd Person (m.)
(toom) (ta) (you)
ya’'ll wrote you wrote
< <l | 2nd Person (f.)
(ti) (you)
you wrote
| g ad ’ A | 3rd Person (m.)




(00) (a) (he/him/they)
) 58 LS
they wrote he wrote
& & | 3rd Person (f.)
(at) (she/her)
she wrote

Here’s a more complex chart including the dual and plural feminine endings:

Plural Dual Single
L€ O Cuwis Ui [ 1st Person
we | wrote
wrote
i il AR el S &l | 2nd Person (m.)
ya'll you
wrote wrote
Fias oyl AR L] cui€ <l | 2nd Person (f.)
you
wrote
| 5aiS Al L Laa S 54 | 3rd Person (m.)
they he
wrote wrote
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she
wrote

3rd Person (f).

Practice!

Practice vocabulary and the past tense through translation:

Al cd ) S (KU s SIAL & S
S 8l 8 S Gl
ol i Glaally ) aadll

Syl e pual AL o e ) Cumatiaal

BOSIA) Jad Le 43Y Caall 8 3ac bl o ]

ool JB el ae CaalSs

) S Liaia 5 Al A&l G

O Ja8 dmalad) (e Lin A5

Al LSl g anlll JSU o &l i
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1. llived in Texas 9 years ago.
2. We drank a lot and now we are sad.

3. They ate bread and drank juice last night.

5. You (guy) felt lonely yesterday because of the weather.

6. All ya'll didn’t watch basketball last night.
7. She entered the room but she did not enter the Army.

8. He wrote a letter to his mom.

KEY
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Alie gl 8 <y s SIA & SN

| remembered the homework but it was too late.
S i) 558 Euel 2

She played soccer a lot.

ol (laally ) 8adll 3

They joined the army because of the war.
SNyl ¢ puad AL B o ) Cuaaind 4

You (guy) listened to music last night, isn’t that so ?

BSIa) Jad Lo 43Y Caall i sacludll o) )i 5
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He wanted help in class because he didn’t do the homework.
& sl J 0aall e 1SS 6

You (female) spoke with the director a week ago.

LISl S Llass o Al 4elll By |7

We studied Japanese and we memorized all the words.
Ot J8 dxaladl (e ia )35 8

We graduated from college two years ago.

I'lived in Texas 9 years ago .1

) g e J S G Gl s o B eSS 8 S
.We drank a lot and now we are sad .2

O Oa3 OV S Ly

.They ate bread and drank juice last night .3

oual AL jrac Vs pdis i )]

.You (girl) refused to enter the room .4

A8 jal) cplaws o cuad

.You (guy) felt lonely yesterday because of the weather .5
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(ol [ gall Gy (el 32s 5l & e

All ya’'ll didn’t watch soccer last night .6

(ol AL aadll 3 S il Le

.She entered the room but she did not enter the Army .7
cofaally sl La oK1 5 48 jall culin

.He wrote a letter to his mom .8

Al ) Al i



