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Using a Sony A5000 photo camera to find Zen in photography can be a fulfilling experience. 
Zen photography, like other forms of Zen art, emphasises simplicity, mindfulness, and capturing 
the essence of the moment. Here are some tips for finding Zen with your Sony A5000: 
 
Minimalism: Utilise the camera's compact size to capture minimalist compositions. Look for 
simple and clean scenes, focusing on a single subject against a neutral background. This style 
can create a sense of tranquillity and elegance. 
 
Mindfulness and Presence: Zen photography is about being fully present in the moment. Before 
you start shooting, take a few moments to centre yourself. Pay attention to your surroundings, 
your breathing, and the sights and sounds around you. 
 
Simplicity: Simplify your composition. Look for clean lines, uncluttered backgrounds, and 
minimal distractions. The Sony A5000's compact size makes it easy to carry around and capture 
simple, intimate moments. 
 
Natural Light: Embrace natural light whenever possible. Experiment with different times of day 
and lighting conditions to capture the mood and atmosphere of your subject. The Sony A5000 
performs well in various lighting situations, allowing you to explore and play with light. 
 
Slow Down: Take your time with each shot. Instead of rushing to capture as many images as 
possible, slow down and focus on one subject at a time. Consider each frame carefully, paying 
attention to composition, framing, and perspective. 
 
Minimal Editing: Zen photography often involves minimal post-processing. Instead of relying 
heavily on editing software, strive to capture the beauty of the moment in-camera. The Sony 
A5000 offers various creative modes and filters that you can use to enhance your images 
without extensive editing. 
 
Connect with Your Subject: Whether you're photographing landscapes, people, or everyday 
objects, strive to establish a connection with your subject. Pay attention to the details, textures, 
and emotions that make your subject unique. 
 
Practise Mindful Shooting: As you shoot with your Sony A5000, practice mindfulness. Be aware 
of your thoughts and emotions as you compose each shot. Let go of expectations and 
judgments, and allow yourself to be fully present in the act of photography. 
 
Remember, finding Zen in photography is a journey, not a destination. Keep exploring, 
experimenting, and refining your craft with your Sony A5000 camera, and allow yourself to find 
peace and beauty in the process. 
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The Sony Alpha a5000 is a mirrorless digital camera that was first released in early 2014. It is 
part of Sony's Alpha series of interchangeable lens cameras and is designed for entry-level 
photographers and enthusiasts who want a compact and lightweight camera with the ability to 
change lenses. 
 
Key features of the Sony a5000 include: 
 
APS-C Sensor: The camera features a 20.1-megapixel APS-C sensor, which is larger than the 
sensors typically found in point-and-shoot cameras, providing better image quality. 
 
Interchangeable Lenses: One of the main advantages of the a5000 is its ability to use 
interchangeable E-mount lenses, allowing users to adapt the camera to different shooting 
situations. Sony offers a range of E-mount lenses, from wide-angle to telephoto, as well as 
prime and zoom options. 
 
BIONZ X Processor: The camera is equipped with Sony's BIONZ X image processor, which 
helps to deliver good image quality and faster processing speeds. 
 
Full HD Video: It can capture Full HD 1080p video at 60fps, making it suitable for vlogging and 
video recording. 
 
3-inch Tilting LCD: The camera has a 3-inch LCD screen that can be tilted up 180 degrees, 
which is useful for taking selfies or shooting from different angles. 
 
Wi-Fi Connectivity: It has built-in Wi-Fi, allowing for easy transfer of photos and remote control 
of the camera via a smartphone or tablet using the Sony PlayMemories app. 
 
Fast Hybrid Autofocus: The a5000 uses a hybrid autofocus system that combines 
contrast-detection and phase-detection autofocus for quick and accurate focusing. 
 
ISO Range: It has an ISO range of 100-16000, which can be expanded to 25600, allowing for 
decent low-light performance. 
 
Built-in Flash: The camera has a built-in flash for low-light shooting. 
 
Compact and Lightweight: One of the selling points of this camera is its compact and lightweight 
design, making it easy to carry around. 
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This is the kit lens that is sold with the Sony A5000 camera. 
 
The Sony E PZ 16-50mm f/3.5-5.6 OSS lens is a versatile zoom lens designed for Sony's 
E-mount mirrorless cameras. Here's some key information about this lens: 
 
Focal Length Range: The lens has a focal length range of 16mm to 50mm, making it a 
wide-angle to standard zoom lens. This range covers a variety of shooting scenarios, from 
landscapes to portraits. 
 
Aperture Range: The maximum aperture of the lens is f/3.5 at the widest focal length (16mm) 
and f/5.6 at the longest focal length (50mm). The aperture range allows you to control depth of 
field and adapt to different lighting conditions. 
 
Optical SteadyShot (OSS): The "OSS" in the lens name stands for Optical SteadyShot, Sony's 
image stabilisation technology. This helps reduce camera shake and allows for sharper images, 
especially in low-light situations or when using slower shutter speeds. 
 
Power Zoom (PZ): The "PZ" designation indicates that this lens features a power zoom 
mechanism. This allows you to control the zoom electronically, which can be particularly useful 
for smooth and controlled zooming during video recording. 
 
Compact Design: One of the standout features of this lens is its compact size. When retracted, 
it's quite slim, making it a great option for portable setups and travel photography. 
 
E-Mount Compatibility: The lens is designed for Sony's E-mount mirrorless cameras, which 
include models in the Sony Alpha series like the a6000, a6100, a6400, a6600, and more. 
 
Kit Lens: The Sony E PZ 16-50mm f/3.5-5.6 OSS lens is often included as a kit lens with Sony 
mirrorless camera bodies, offering a versatile option for users who want a general-purpose lens 
right out of the box. 
 
Autofocus: The lens features autofocus capabilities, allowing for quick and accurate focusing. 
 
Image Quality: While it might not have the same optical quality as some high-end prime lenses 
or more expensive zoom lenses, the SELP1650 generally produces good image quality for its 
class. 
 
Overall, the Sony E PZ 16-50mm f/3.5-5.6 OSS lens is a convenient option for everyday 
photography and videography, especially for those who want a compact and versatile lens for 
their Sony E-mount mirrorless camera. 
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Why you should shoot jpegs with your Sony a5000 camera. 
 
Deciding whether to shoot JPEG or RAW with your Sony a5000 camera depends on your 
specific needs and preferences. Here are some reasons why shooting JPEGs might be 
advantageous: 
 
Convenience: JPEG files are smaller in size compared to RAW files, which means you can fit 
more photos on your memory card and store more images on your computer or external storage 
devices. This can be particularly useful if you're shooting a large number of photos or if you 
have limited storage space. 
 
Immediate Sharing: JPEG files are ready to share straight out of the camera. You can easily 
upload them to social media platforms, email them to friends and family, or print them without 
needing to spend time processing them first. 
 
Faster Workflow: Since JPEG files are already processed in-camera, they require less 
post-processing compared to RAW files. This can speed up your workflow, especially if you're 
shooting in situations where you need to deliver images quickly, such as events or news 
photography. 
 
Good Quality: Modern cameras like the Sony a5000 produce high-quality JPEG images with 
good colour reproduction and sharpness. For many casual photographers or hobbyists, the 
quality of JPEG files may be more than sufficient for their needs. 
 
Built-in Processing: Sony cameras, including the a5000, offer various in-camera processing 
options for JPEG files, such as Picture Effects, Creative Styles, and Dynamic Range 
Optimization. These features allow you to apply different looks and styles to your photos without 
needing to use external software. 
 
However, it's important to note that shooting JPEGs does come with some limitations: 
 
Less Flexibility in Editing: JPEG files have already been processed in-camera, so you have less 
flexibility to make significant adjustments to exposure, white balance, and other settings in 
post-processing compared to RAW files. 
 
Limited Dynamic Range: JPEG files have less dynamic range compared to RAW files, which 
means they may struggle to retain details in highlights and shadows in high-contrast scenes. 
 
Lossy Compression: JPEG files use lossy compression, which means some image data is 
discarded during the compression process. This can result in a loss of image quality, especially 
if you need to make extensive edits to your photos. 
 
Ultimately, whether you choose to shoot JPEG or RAW with your Sony a5000 camera depends 
on your individual shooting style, preferences, and intended use for the photos.  
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Mastering Street Photography with the Sony A5000 
 
Street photography is a captivating art that captures the essence of everyday life in urban 
environments. The Sony A5000, a compact mirrorless camera with powerful features, is an 
excellent tool for capturing the raw and authentic moments that unfold on the streets. This guide 
aims to provide you with a comprehensive understanding of how to use the Sony A5000 for 
street photography and create compelling images that tell stories. 
 
Understanding Your Sony A5000 
 
Configure your camera for discreet shooting: disable sounds and set the LCD screen to sunny 
weather. 
 
Set the camera to JPEG format for easier post processing. 
 
Focusing Techniques: 
 
Use the camera's autofocus modes effectively for quick captures. 
 
Composition and Framing: 
 
Explore the rule of thirds, leading lines, and framing to create visually appealing compositions. 
Capture candid moments by blending into the environment and observing without intruding. 
 
Capturing the Decisive Moment: 
 
Anticipate and be prepared to capture fleeting moments that tell a story. 
Patience is key—wait for the right moment to unfold. 
 
Respect the privacy and feelings of your subjects. 
Be aware of local laws and regulations regarding photography in public spaces. 
 
Building Confidence: 
 
Overcome shyness and fear by practising regularly. 
Engage with your subjects if appropriate, and be ready to explain your intentions if asked. 
Creating a Street Photography Style: 
 
Develop your unique style that reflects your perspective and vision. 
 
Experiment with different techniques, themes, and subjects to refine your approach. 
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Mastering street photography with the Sony A5000 requires a blend of technical skill, artistic 
vision, and an understanding of the environment. As you gain experience, your confidence and 
ability to capture compelling moments will grow.  
 
The Sony A5000 offers various shooting modes to cater to different photography scenarios and 
user preferences. Here are the main shooting modes available on the Sony A5000: 
 
Auto Mode (Green Auto): This mode is fully automatic, where the camera makes all the 
exposure settings for you, including aperture, shutter speed, and ISO. It's ideal for beginners or 
when you want the camera to handle everything. 
 
Intelligent Auto (iAuto) mode. In the iAuto mode, the camera takes care of most settings for you, 
making it easier for beginners to capture great photos without having to adjust a lot of settings 
manually. 
 
Program Auto (P): In this mode, the camera selects the aperture and shutter speed 
automatically, but you can still make adjustments to other settings like ISO, white balance, and 
exposure compensation. 
 
Sweep Panorama: This mode allows you to capture panoramic images by simply panning the 
camera in a direction while it automatically captures multiple frames and stitches them together. 
 
Scene Selection: This mode offers a variety of scene-specific presets (e.g., Portrait, Landscape, 
Sports, Macro) to optimise settings for different shooting situations. It's useful for beginners 
looking for specific scene enhancements. 
 
Creative Style: This mode lets you choose from various creative styles (e.g., Standard, Vivid, 
Portrait, Landscape) to apply different colour and tone settings to your photos. 
 
Picture Effect: You can apply various creative effects to your photos in this mode, such as Toy 
Camera, Pop Color, Soft Focus, and more. 
 
Each mode is designed for specific shooting situations and creative preferences, so choose the 
one that best suits your needs. As you gain more experience, you can explore the manual 
modes (Aperture Priority, Shutter Priority, and Manual) to have more control over your 
photography. 
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"Intelligent  Auto" mode is a feature found in Sony Alpha mirrorless cameras, including the Sony 
A5000. It's designed to be an intelligent automatic shooting mode that automatically analyses 
the scene and adjusts various settings to achieve the best possible image quality. This mode is 
especially useful for beginners or those who want the camera to handle most of the technical 
settings for them. 
 
 Intelligent  Auto mode typically works on the Sony A5000: 
 
Scene Recognition: The camera uses advanced algorithms to recognize the type of scene 
you're photographing, such as portraits, landscapes, macro shots, night scenes, etc. 
 
Settings Adjustment: Based on the recognized scene, the camera will adjust settings such as 
shutter speed, aperture, ISO, and white balance to suit the conditions. For instance, in low light, 
it might choose a higher ISO setting to avoid blur. 
 
Noise Reduction: The camera applies noise reduction algorithms to reduce graininess in 
low-light situations. 
 
Dynamic Range Optimization: The camera may apply dynamic range optimization to balance 
the exposure in high-contrast scenes. 
 
HDR (High Dynamic Range): In scenes with high contrast, the camera might take multiple shots 
at different exposures and combine them to create a single image with improved dynamic range. 
 
Face and Object Detection: If there are faces or specific objects in the frame, the camera might 
prioritise focus and exposure on those subjects. 
 
Anti-Blur Technology: The camera may use image stabilisation or other techniques to reduce 
motion blur and camera shake. 
 
Colour Optimization: Superior Auto might enhance colours and contrast to make the image pop. 
 
Automatic Flash: If the camera detects low light conditions, it might pop up the built-in flash to 
provide additional illumination. 
 
It's important to note that while Superior Auto mode can be convenient and produce good 
results in many situations, it does limit your control over individual settings. 
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The Sony A5000 is an entry-level mirrorless camera that offers a variety of scene modes to help 
photographers capture different types of scenes and subjects more effectively. While specific 
scene modes can vary depending on the camera's firmware and software updates, here are 
some common scene modes you might find on the Sony A5000. 
 
Portrait: This mode is designed for capturing portraits with a shallow depth of field, which helps 
to blur the background and make the subject stand out. 
 
Landscape: The landscape mode is optimised for capturing scenic views and landscapes. It 
typically uses a smaller aperture to ensure both foreground and background are in focus. 
 
Macro: This mode is ideal for close-up photography, such as flowers, insects, or small objects. It 
adjusts settings to allow for a close focusing distance. 
 
Sports Action: Sports mode is designed to freeze fast-moving subjects by using a faster shutter 
speed. It can be handy for capturing action shots like sports events or wildlife. 
 
Sunset: This mode enhances the warm colours of a sunset scene, making it easier to capture 
the beauty of the setting sun. 
 
Night Portrait: When shooting portraits in low-light conditions, this mode combines flash with a 
longer exposure to illuminate the subject and capture background details. 
 
Night Scene: This mode is suitable for capturing cityscapes or landscapes at night. It uses a 
slower shutter speed to capture more light. 
 
Handheld Twilight: Handheld twilight mode is useful for low-light situations where you don't have 
a tripod. It takes multiple shots and combines them to reduce noise and enhance image quality. 
 
Anti-Motion Blur: This mode helps reduce motion blur when shooting handheld in low light. It 
also takes multiple shots and combines them to create a sharp image. 
 
Keep in mind that these scene modes are designed to make photography more accessible for 
beginners. As you gain more experience, you may prefer to use manual or semi-manual modes 
to have more control over your camera settings. The availability of scene modes and their 
specific functions may vary depending on the camera's firmware and software version. To 
access these scene modes on your Sony A5000, refer to your camera's user manual for 
detailed instructions. 
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The Handheld Twilight mode on the Sony A5000 is designed to help you capture better low-light 
and night photos without the need for a tripod. This mode takes advantage of the camera's 
ability to capture multiple images quickly and combine them to reduce noise and improve overall 
image quality. Here's how to use the Handheld Twilight mode on the Sony A5000. 
 
Turn on your Sony A5000 camera. 
 
Rotate the mode dial on top of the camera to select the SCN (Scene Selection) mode. 
 
Navigate through the available scene modes until you find the Handheld Twilight mode. It might 
be represented by an icon that looks like a crescent moon with a hand holding it. 
 
Once you've selected the Handheld Twilight mode, compose your shot. 
 
Press the shutter button halfway to allow the camera to focus and set the exposure. 
 
Press the shutter button fully to take the photo. 
 
In Handheld Twilight mode, the camera will capture multiple shots in rapid succession and 
combine them to create a single image with reduced noise and improved low-light performance. 
The mode is particularly useful when shooting in dimly lit environments without a tripod, as it 
can help you capture sharp and well-exposed images even in challenging lighting conditions. 
 
Keep in mind that using the Handheld Twilight mode may result in slightly longer processing 
times after capturing the image due to the multiple shots being combined. Also, while this mode 
can be effective in many situations, it might not work as well for moving subjects, as it requires 
the camera to capture multiple frames in quick succession. 
 
As always, I recommend consulting your camera's manual for specific instructions and tips 
related to the Handheld Twilight mode on the Sony A5000, as the operation might vary slightly 
depending on firmware versions and other factors. 
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The Sony A5000 is a mirrorless digital camera that offers various shooting modes, including 
Program Mode (P mode). Program Mode is a semi-automatic mode that allows you to have 
some control over your camera settings while the camera takes care of others to achieve a 
balanced exposure. In Program Mode, the camera sets the aperture and shutter speed for you, 
but you can still make adjustments to other settings such as ISO, white balance, and exposure 
compensation. 
 
Here's how to use Program Mode on the Sony A5000: 
 
Turn on your camera and set it to the "P" mode on the mode dial. It's usually marked as "P" or 
"Program." 
 
Once in Program Mode, the camera will automatically select the aperture and shutter speed 
settings to obtain a proper exposure based on the available light and other factors. 
 
You can control other settings like ISO, white balance, and exposure compensation while in 
Program Mode: 
 
ISO: Press the ISO button and use the control wheel or arrow buttons to adjust the ISO setting. 
Higher ISO values are useful in low-light conditions but may introduce noise into your photos. 
 
White Balance: Press the WB (White Balance) button to select a suitable white balance setting 
for the lighting conditions. You can choose from presets like daylight, cloudy, tungsten, etc., or 
set a custom white balance. 
 
Exposure Compensation: To adjust the exposure manually, use the exposure compensation 
button (usually marked with a "+/-" symbol) and turn the control wheel or use the arrow buttons 
to make the necessary adjustments. This allows you to make your photos brighter or darker as 
needed. 
 
After making any desired adjustments, half-press the shutter button to focus on your subject, 
and then fully press it to take the shot. 
 
Program Mode is a great choice when you want a bit more control over your camera settings 
than fully automatic modes provide but don't want to manage all aspects of exposure manually. 
It's especially useful for everyday photography where you want to balance your creativity and 
ease of use. 
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Here are some of the creative style settings you can explore on the Sony A5000 
 
You have to be in Program mode to select these styles. 
 
Standard: This is the default setting that captures images with balanced colours and contrast. 
It's a good starting point for most situations. 
 
Vivid: This style boosts the saturation and contrast, resulting in vibrant and punchy colours. It 
works well for capturing attention-grabbing shots. 
 
Portrait: The portrait style is designed to emphasise skin tones and produce soft, flattering 
images. It often slightly blurs the background to make the subject stand out. 
 
Landscape: This style optimises colours and sharpness for capturing landscapes and outdoor 
scenes. It tends to enhance blues and greens to make them more vibrant. 
 
Sunset: The sunset style enhances warm tones, such as reds and oranges, creating a romantic 
and nostalgic atmosphere often associated with sunsets. 
 
Black & White: This style captures images in grayscale, allowing you to focus on shapes, 
textures, and tonal contrasts. 
 
Sepia: Sepia adds a warm, brownish tone to your images, giving them a vintage or nostalgic 
look. 
 
Remember, the choice of creative style depends on the mood you want to convey and the 
subject you're photographing. Experimenting with different styles can be a fun way to explore 
the creative capabilities of your Sony A5000 camera and develop your unique photography 
style. Additionally, you can often fine-tune these styles by adjusting settings like contrast, 
saturation, and sharpness to achieve the exact look you desire. 
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The Sony A5000 is a mirrorless digital camera that offers an HDR (High Dynamic Range) 
shooting mode. HDR is a technique used in photography to capture a greater range of light and 
detail in a single image, particularly in scenes with high contrast between the brightest and 
darkest areas. This mode helps you create images that closely resemble what your eyes see in 
terms of dynamic range. 
 
When you use HDR mode on the Sony A5000, the camera takes multiple shots at different 
exposure levels and then combines them to create a single image with enhanced dynamic 
range. Here's how you can use the HDR mode on the Sony A5000. 
 
Select HDR Mode: Turn the camera on and set it to shooting mode. Depending on your 
camera's menu system, you might need to navigate through the settings to find the HDR mode. 
It's usually represented by an icon that looks like a mountain range. 
 
Choose HDR Settings: Once you're in HDR mode, you might have the option to adjust certain 
settings such as the level of HDR effect (low, standard, high), the exposure range, and other 
related settings. These options can vary depending on the camera firmware and model. 
 
Compose Your Shot: Frame your shot and ensure that your subject and the scene have a wide 
range of light and shadow. 
 
Take the Shot: Press the shutter button. The camera will capture a series of images at different 
exposure levels in quick succession. 
 
Processing: The camera will then combine these images into a single HDR photo. This process 
might take a moment, so hold the camera steady during this time. 
 
Review the Result: Once the camera finishes processing, you'll see the resulting HDR image on 
the LCD screen. You can review the image and decide whether you're satisfied with the result. 
 
Remember that using the HDR mode might not be suitable for all types of scenes. It's most 
effective when you have a scene with high contrast between bright and dark areas. Additionally, 
when using HDR, it's important to keep the camera stable to avoid any misalignment between 
the images being combined. 
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The Sony Alpha a5000 is a mirrorless digital camera that offers various picture effects to 
enhance your photos. Here are some of the picture effects you might find on the Sony a5000. 
 
You need to be in Program mode to use these picture effects. 
 
Toy Camera: This effect replicates the look of a toy camera, giving your photos a nostalgic and 
slightly distorted appearance with vignetting around the edges. 
 
Pop Colour: This effect enhances colours, making them more vibrant and intense. 
 
Posterization: This effect reduces the number of colours in your photo, creating a poster-like 
appearance with distinct colour bands. 
 
Retro Photo: This effect mimics the appearance of old, faded photographs with reduced 
saturation and a warm tone. 
 
Soft High-Key: Soft High-Key creates a high-key image with a soft, dreamy look by reducing 
contrast and increasing brightness. 
 
Partial Colour: With this effect, you can keep one colour in the frame while converting the rest of 
the image to black and white. 
 
High Contrast Mono: This effect produces high-contrast black and white photos for a dramatic 
effect. 
 
Rich-Tone Mono: Similar to High Contrast Mono, this effect adds richness to black and white 
images by enhancing mid-tones. 
 
Miniature: The Miniature effect simulates a tilt-shift lens, making subjects appear as if they are 
part of a miniature scene. 
 
Watercolour: This effect gives your images a watercolour painting-like appearance with soft 
edges and blended colours. 
 
Illustration: This effect turns your photos into illustrations, similar to line drawings or cartoons. 
 
Please note that the availability of these picture effects might vary based on firmware updates or 
camera settings. It's a good idea to refer to your camera's manual or menu settings to access 
and apply these effects.  
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The Sony a5000 is a mirrorless digital camera that offers face detection technology. Face 
detection allows the camera to recognize and focus on human faces in the frame automatically, 
ensuring that they are in focus and properly exposed. This feature is particularly useful for 
portrait photography and situations where capturing human subjects is the primary focus. The 
Sony a5000's face detection capability helps to make it easier to take sharp, well-composed 
photos of people in various shooting conditions. 

To use face detection with a Sony a5000 camera, you typically follow these steps: 

Enable Face Detection Mode: Turn on your Sony a5000 camera and access the shooting mode 
menu. Look for the option related to autofocus settings or face detection. Select "Face 
Detection" mode. 

Frame Your Shot: Compose your shot by aiming the camera at your subject. Ensure that the 
faces you want to detect are within the frame. 

Half-Press the Shutter Button: Press the shutter button halfway down to activate the autofocus 
system. The camera will then analyse the scene and detect any faces within the frame. 

Focus and Capture: Once the camera detects a face, it will automatically focus on it. You'll see a 
focus confirmation, typically indicated by a square or other indicator on the camera's display. 
Once the focus is locked, fully press the shutter button to capture the image. 

Review the Results: After capturing the photo, review it on the camera's LCD screen to ensure 
that the focus and exposure are satisfactory. 

Keep in mind that the exact steps may vary slightly depending on the specific firmware version 
of your Sony a5000 camera. It's a good idea to consult the camera's user manual for detailed 
instructions tailored to your device. 
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The Sony a5000 camera features a lock-on autofocus function that helps you track moving 
subjects more effectively. Here's how to use it: 

Access the Autofocus Settings: Turn on your camera and access the menu. Navigate to the 
autofocus settings. On the a5000, this is usually found in the shooting menu (represented by a 
camera icon). 

Select Lock-on AF Mode: Within the autofocus settings, you should find an option for Lock-on 
AF or Tracking AF. Select this option. 

Choose Your Subject: Position the camera so that your desired subject is within the frame. 

Focus on the Subject: Half-press the shutter button to initiate autofocus. The camera should 
now lock onto your subject. 

Track the Subject: Once the subject is in focus, keep the shutter button half-pressed and follow 
the movement of your subject. The camera should continuously adjust focus to keep the subject 
sharp. 

Capture the Image: When you're ready to take the photo, fully press the shutter button to 
capture the image. 

Using the lock-on autofocus feature can be particularly useful when photographing moving 
subjects such as sports, wildlife, or even people in motion. It helps maintain focus on the subject 
even as it moves within the frame, resulting in sharper images. Keep in mind that the 
effectiveness of the lock-on autofocus may vary depending on factors such as lighting 
conditions, subject movement speed, and distance from the camera. 
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The technique for capturing wide-angle shots using a full-size sensor camera and creating a tall 
panorama shot. Your method seems to be a workaround for achieving a wide-angle perspective 
without having an actual wide-angle lens. It's a clever way to maximise the capabilities of your 
equipment. 

The steps for the tall panorama shot. 

Set the lens focal length to 16mm for a wide-angle view. 

Set the camera to Panorama mode to activate panorama settings. 

Go to the camera menu, navigate to page 1, and set Panorama Size to "Standard." 

Still in the menu, on page 1, set Panorama Direction to "Down." 

Hold the camera vertically, press the shutter and sweep it horizontally to the right. 

While sweeping, move the camera in the direction of the arrow. 

Both Exposure and Focus are set at the beginning of a Panorama sweep. 

The camera will automatically capture a sequence of images as you move, and it will stitch them 
together to create a wide, tall panorama. 

This should result in a panoramic photo that's wider than a standard shot, even though you're 
not using a wide-angle lens. It's important to note that this technique might work best for still 
subjects due to the nature of panoramic shots, where moving objects can result in distortions 
and ghosting. 
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Sony's Clear Image Zoom is a technology found in many of their digital cameras and 
camcorders. It's designed to extend the effective zoom range of your lens without sacrificing 
image quality. Here's how it works: 

Optical Zoom: Your camera's lens has a certain optical zoom range, such as 3x, 10x, or more. 
This is the true zoom capability of your lens, and it provides the best image quality because it 
relies on the actual optics of the lens. 

Digital Zoom: Digital zoom is a common feature in cameras that essentially crops and enlarges 
a portion of the image. This can lead to a loss of image quality and sharpness as you zoom in 
because it's just enlarging the existing pixels. 

Clear Image Zoom: Sony's Clear Image Zoom is a hybrid zoom technology. It starts with the 
optical zoom range of your lens, and then, when you exceed that range, it uses sophisticated 
algorithms to interpolate and enhance the image. This interpolation is done in such a way that it 
minimises the loss of image quality, reducing the typical degradation associated with digital 
zoom. 

Clear Image Zoom is especially useful for getting closer to your subject when you can't 
physically get closer. It can be handy for wildlife photography, sports events, or any situation 
where you need extra reach without changing lenses or adding bulky zoom attachments. 

Keep in mind that while Clear Image Zoom is a helpful feature, it still has limitations. The quality 
of the zoomed image depends on factors such as the camera's sensor resolution, the original 
image quality, and the amount of zoom applied. Excessive zooming, especially in low-light 
conditions, can still result in some loss of image quality. Therefore, it's a good practice to use it 
judiciously and consider the trade-off between zoom and image quality based on your specific 
shooting conditions and needs. 
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Using the pop-up flash on a Sony camera is generally straightforward, but the exact steps can 
vary slightly depending on the model. Here's a general guide: 

1. Ensure the Flash is Raised: On most Sony cameras, you can manually raise the flash by 
locating the flash button or switch. It's often marked with a lightning bolt icon. Press or slide this 
button/switch to pop up the flash. 
2. Access Flash Settings: Once the flash is up, you might need to access flash settings on your 
camera. This can typically be done through the camera's menu system or by pressing a 
dedicated button labelled "Fn" (Function) or "Flash". 
3. Select Flash Mode: Within the flash settings, you can choose the desired flash mode. 
Common options include: 

●​ Auto Mode (A): The camera determines when to use the flash based on lighting 
conditions. 

●​ Fill Flash Mode: The flash fires to illuminate subjects in shadowy or backlit 
scenes. 

●​ Slow Sync Mode: Combines the flash with a slower shutter speed to better 
expose both the subject and background in low light. 

●​ Red-Eye Reduction: Pre-flash to reduce the red-eye effect in portraits. 
●​ Off: Disables the flash. 

4. Adjust Flash Power (if available): Some Sony cameras allow you to adjust the flash power 
manually. This can be useful if you want more control over the lighting. Look for options like "+/-" 
or "Flash Exposure Compensation" to adjust the flash output. 
5. Take the Photo: Once you've selected the desired flash settings, compose your shot and 
press the shutter button to take the photo. The flash will fire according to the chosen mode and 
settings. 
6. Review and Adjust: After taking the photo, review the results on the camera's LCD screen. If 
necessary, you can adjust the flash settings and try again until you achieve the desired 
outcome. 

Remember to lower the flash after use if you no longer need it, as leaving it popped up can 
make the camera bulkier and more prone to damage. 
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Using bounce flash with a pop-up flash on a Sony camera involves a few steps. Bounce flash 
can help diffuse and soften the light, reducing harsh shadows and creating a more 
natural-looking illumination. Here's a basic guide: 

1. Enable Bounce Flash: First, make sure your Sony camera supports bounce flash. Some 
models may not have this feature, particularly if they lack a tiltable flash head. If your camera 
supports it, there will typically be an option in the flash settings to enable bounce flash. 
2. Tilt the Flash Head: If your camera has a tiltable flash head, you can adjust it to bounce the 
light off a nearby surface. Typically, you can tilt the flash head upwards towards the ceiling or 
sidewall. This allows the light to bounce off the surface and then onto your subject, creating a 
softer and more diffused light. 
3. Set Flash Mode: Access your camera's flash settings and select the appropriate flash mode. 
This can vary depending on the shooting conditions and your creative preferences. Options may 
include TTL (Through-The-Lens) mode, manual mode, or automatic mode. 
4. Adjust Flash Compensation: Depending on the ambient light conditions and the desired 
effect, you may need to adjust the flash exposure compensation. This allows you to increase or 
decrease the flash output to achieve the desired brightness. 
5. Experiment with Angles: Experiment with different angles and surfaces for bouncing the flash. 
The ceiling is a common choice, but sidewalls or reflectors can also be effective. Each surface 
will produce a slightly different quality of light, so try different options to see what works best for 
your specific situation. 
6. Practice: Like any photography technique, using bounce flash effectively takes practice. 
Experiment with different settings and shooting scenarios to refine your skills and achieve the 
desired results. 

Remember that using bounce flash effectively requires some trial and error, so don't be afraid to 
experiment and adjust your settings until you achieve the desired look. 
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To send photos or videos from a Sony A5000 camera to a smartphone, you can use a variety of 
methods. Here's a general outline of the steps you can follow: 

Ensure Both Devices Are Compatible: Make sure your Sony A5000 camera and your 
smartphone are compatible for wireless transfer. The A5000 supports Wi-Fi connectivity for this 
purpose. Your smartphone should also have Wi-Fi and possibly NFC capabilities. 

Connect to Wi-Fi: Turn on your camera and navigate to the Wi-Fi settings in its menu. Connect 
the camera to the same Wi-Fi network that your smartphone is connected to. 

On your smartphone, go to the App Store (iOS) or Google Play Store (Android). 

Search for the "Imaging Edge Mobile” app and install it. 

Launch the  "Imaging Edge Mobile” app on your smartphone. 

Pair Your Devices: 

On your Sony A5000, go to the Wi-Fi settings and select "Send to Smartphone." 

Choose the connection method you prefer (usually "Send to Smartphone (One-touch)"). If you 
have an NFC-enabled smartphone, you can tap your smartphone against the camera to initiate 
the connection. If not, you may need to select your camera from the available Wi-Fi networks 
manually. 

Follow the On-Screen Instructions: The app on your smartphone will guide you through the 
process. You might be asked to enter a password displayed on the camera's screen or accept a 
connection request on both devices. 

Select Media to Transfer: After the connection is established, you can select the photos or 
videos you want to transfer from your camera to your smartphone using the app. 

Transfer Media: Start the transfer process, and the selected media will be sent from your 
camera to your smartphone. 

View or Share the Media: Once the transfer is complete, you can view or share the photos and 
videos on your smartphone as desired. 
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Sony PlayMemories, which was a suite of software applications provided by Sony for managing 
and enhancing the experience of using their digital cameras. 

PlayMemories encompassed various features such as remote camera control, editing, sharing, 
and more. It allowed users to connect their Sony cameras to smartphones, tablets, or 
computers to facilitate wireless transfer of photos. 

Here are some of the applications you can use on the Sony A5000 

Smart Remote Control 

This lets you control the camera with a smartphone. You’ll find it a great help for group photos 
when the camera is mounted on a tripod. You can control exposure and shutter release — all 
from your smartphone! And for added convenience, photos shot using the application will be 
automatically sent to your smartphone for on-the-spot sharing. 

Note: Requires installation of the latest PlayMemories Mobile on the smartphone or tablet 

My Best Portrait 

This app lets you photograph people while preserving bright, beautiful skin tones. You can add 
skin-softening and skin-brightening effects to suit your preferences and create attractive selfies. 
After shooting, you can add catch-light effects to bring a sparkle to your eyes. 

Picture Effect+ 

This comprehensive collection of Picture Effects comes with six new effects allowing you to truly 
express yourself through your pictures 

Partial Color+ lets you select up to two colours before turning the image into a black and white 
photo. Any object with the selected colours remains as coloured highlights, creating 
eye-catching accents. 

Soft High-Key+ lends a light, airy look to photos by changing the ambience of the lighting. 
Choose from blue, pink or green as the soft high-key colour. 

Miniature expands on the conventional Miniature function, letting you combine it with either Toy 
Camera or Retro Photo for truly unique photos. 

Toy Camera lets you control the brightness of the vignette in a Toy Camera photo. 

Watercolor transforms any image into a lovely photo resembling a delicate watercolour. 

Illustration creates bright punchy images with subjects starkly outlined much like you would find 
in comic books or cartoons. 

 

 



23 

Photo Retouch 

This lets you edit previously shot photos in-camera. 

Use a variety of editing tools — such as Framing, Brightness Control, Saturation Control, 
Contrast Control, Horizontal Adjustment, Resize and Soft Skin Effect — to make your shots look 
their best. 

Multi Frame Noise Reduction (MFNR) is a feature found in some Sony digital cameras. It's 
designed to reduce noise in low-light conditions or when using high ISO settings by combining 
multiple consecutive shots into one final image. Here's how it typically works: 

Capturing Multiple Frames: When you take a photo with MFNR enabled, the camera captures 
several consecutive frames in quick succession. 

Alignment: The camera aligns these frames to compensate for any slight movements between 
shots caused by hand-shake or other factors. 

Noise Reduction: The camera analyses the multiple frames and compares them to identify and 
reduce noise. Since noise patterns tend to be random, by combining multiple frames, the 
camera can average out the noise, resulting in a smoother, cleaner image. 

Final Image: The final image produced by the camera is a single composite that has reduced 
noise compared to a single shot taken without MFNR. 

This technique can be particularly useful in low-light situations where using a higher ISO setting 
would typically result in more noise. By combining multiple frames, the camera can effectively 
reduce noise without sacrificing too much detail. 

However, it's worth noting that MFNR may increase processing time, especially for capturing 
and combining multiple frames, so there might be a slight delay between shots. Additionally, this 
feature may not be available on all Sony camera models, and its effectiveness can vary 
depending on the specific conditions and settings used. 

Sync to Smartphone 

Whenever you turn the camera off, this app automatically transfers the photo on your camera to 
a pre registered smartphone or tablet* 

This saves you the effort of manually transferring photos over a Wi-Fi connection.  

*1 You can select to transfer either original-sized photos or reduced-sized photos. iOS devices 
require you to manually launch the PlayMemories Mobile app. 

*2 Requires installation of the latest PlayMemories Mobile on the smartphone or tablet 

You can go to this website and see all the applications available for Sony cameras 

https://www.playmemoriescameraapps.com/portal/ 

https://www.playmemoriescameraapps.com/portal/
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Reviews the A5000 camera and lens. 

https://www.photoreview.com.au/reviews/lenses/other-ilc/sony-16-50mm-f35-56-pz-oss-lens/ 

https://www.photoreview.com.au/reviews/advanced-compact-cameras/interchangeable-lens/son
y-a5000/ 

 

You can follow me on Flickr. I post my outings in albums. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bradrobb/albums 

 

You can contact me at: moodycamera@gmail.com 

 

Brad Robb 

Moodycamera Photography 
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