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Purpose  
 
This standard is intended to provide detailed instruction for the requirements of a Fire Protection Plan as 
required by the adopted and amended codes as adopted by the Sonoma Valley Fire District.  
 
This standard outlines the general requirements for the submission of a Fire Protection Plan. Information 
contained herein applies to typical instances and may not address all circumstances.   
 
Code References  
 
2022 California Fire Code as adopted and amended by the Sonoma Valley Fire District, The City of Sonoma, 
and Sonoma County.   
Public Resources Code (PRC 4291) for defensible space. 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14 Natural Resources Code, Division 1.5, Chapter 7, Subchapter 2, Article 
1-5, SRA Fire Safe Regulations, 1276.01 
 
 
General  
 
A Fire Protection Plan shall be required for any new residential or commercial building within a state 
responsibility area (SRA) located in a high and very high severity zone.  The plan shall be prepared by a 
qualified professional and shall be approved by the Sonoma Valley Fire District.  The plan shall include, at a 
minimum, defensible space zones, identification of vegetation types, replacement of non-native flammable 
vegetation with approved fire resistive vegetation, and a  maintenance program for all vegetation. When 
required by the code official, the property owner shall record a covenant, in a form satisfactory to county 
counsel, which ensures that the approved plan will be implemented and maintained. 
 
The fire protection plan shall be based upon a site-specific wildfire risk assessment that includes 
considerations of location, topography, aspect, flammable vegetation, climatic conditions and fire history. The 
plan shall address water supply, access, building ignition and fire-resistance factors, fire protection systems 
and equipment, defensible space and vegetation management. 
 
The cost of fire protection plan preparation and review shall be the responsibility of the applicant. All existing 
buildings shall meet the requirements of Public Resources Code (PRC 4291) for defensible space. 
 
A copy of the fire protection plan shall be retained by the property owner. 
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PLAN SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
SITE PLAN 
 
The site plan shall include the following: 
 

1.​ Site plans shall be drawn to a conventional scale. 
 

2.​ The name, address, and phone number of the plan preparer shall be included on the plans. 
 

3.​ A vicinity map shall be shown on the site plan that clearly shows the subject property and surrounding 
roads. 
 

4.​ The site plan must show all existing and proposed lot lines, labeled with their metes and bounds, open 
space, and the boundaries of existing and proposed easements and rights of way. 
 

5.​ The footprints of all existing and proposed structures and buildings on the subject property must be 
indicated and drawn to scale. 
 

6.​ Their use, location, and setbacks to all property lines must be indicated. 
 

7.​ The minimum setbacks from the exterior walls of the buildings to each defensible space zones must be 
dimensioned on the plans. 
 

8.​ The footprint of existing structures on adjacent properties that fall within 100 feet of any structure on the 
parcel.  
 

9.​ Existing water sources on the property (fire hydrants, pools, water tanks and any method for the fire 
department to access these systems). 
 

10.​All access roads to scale with a description of road base. (gravel, asphalt, concrete, dirt.. etc) 
 
 
NARRATIVE 
 
“Narrative” shall describe: 
 

1.​ The existing property conditions include existing plants/shrubs/trees and hardscape. 
 

2.​ The proposed scope of the work. 
 

3.​ A disclaimer for future plantings. 
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4.​ The description and requirements for each defensible space zone. 
 

5.​ A description of long term maintenance and safety practices. 
 
 
GRAPHIC PLAN 
 
The plan sets shall be required to include the following graphic detail: 
 

1.​ All building(s), structure(s), property lines, and access/egress roads or driveways. 
 

2.​ The plan shall graphically indicate the extents of each defensible space zone (Zones 1,2 & 3). Fig1 
 

3.​ The location and configuration of existing plants/shrubs/trees. 
 

4.​ The location of the existing plants/shrubs/trees planned to be removed and/or modified. 
 

5.​ The location and configuration of plants/shrubs/trees to be planted. 
 

6.​ The location and type and thickness of mulch and ground cover material (organic and inorganic). 
 
 
What Plants are safe? 
 
Plant placement is more important than plant type. All plants can burn regardless of how they are marketed. 
Select low growing, open structured, less resinous, and higher moisture plants.  
 
Primary Standards and Resources 
 

●​ NFPA 1141 – Standard for Fire Protection Infrastructure for Land Development 
●​ NFPA 1143 – Standard for Wildland Fire Management 
●​ NFPA 1144 – Standard for Reducing Structure Ignition Hazards from Wildland Fires 
●​ NFPA/Firewise Communities/USA information on Reducing Wildfire Risks in the Home Ignition Zone 
●​ NFPA/Firewise Communities/USA:  Safer from the Start – A Guide to Firewise-Friendly Developments 
●​ Community Guide to Preparing and Implementing a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP), 

August 2008, with links to the Federal Healthy Forest Restoration Act: Public Law 108-148 (2003) 
●​ NWCG:  Establishing Fire Prevention Education Cooperative Programs and Partnerships, October 

1999 (PMS 463, NFES 2597) 
●​ NWCG:  Fire Communication and Education, March 1999 (PMS 458, NFES 2602) 
●​ CBC Chapter 7A 
●​ CFC Chapter 49 
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●​ Public Resources Code 4201-4204 
●​ PRC 4290 
●​ PRC 4291-4299 
●​ Title 14 1270, 1276.01, 1299 
●​ Title 19 3.07 
●​ Government Code 51175-51189 

 
 
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/ 
 
https://www.firesafesonoma.org/ 
 

https://www.readyforwildfire.org/
https://www.firesafesonoma.org/
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Figure 1  
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