Below is a clear, practical, and academically sound guide to writing the Overview of
Findings section in Chapter 4 of an Applied Research Paper/Applied Research Project
(ARP). This section is often misunderstood, so the guidance focuses on what it should
and should not do, along with a recommended structure and writing templates you can
adapt immediately.

How to Most Effectively Address the “Overview of Findings” Section in Chapter 4

The Overview of Findings is a brief, high-level synthesis of the results you present later

in Chapter 4. It is not interpretation, discussion, or recommendations—those belong in
Chapter 5.

Think of this section as a map that orients the reader before they read the detailed
results.

@ Purpose of the Overview of Findings

Your Overview of Findings should:

v Summarize the main results by research question

v Highlight the patterns, trends, or major differences revealed in your data
v’ Provide a non-interpretive, factual summary

v Serve as a bridge from methods to detailed results
v Follow the same structure as your RQs for alignment
It should NOT:

X Interpret meaning

X Explain why findings occurred

X Connect to literature

X Provide recommendations

X Introduce new data

Those belong in Chapter 5.



s#* Recommended Structure

A strong Overview of Findings includes 4 parts:

1. Restate the Purpose of the Study
1-2 short sentences reminding the reader what the study aimed to investigate.

Example:

The purpose of this applied research project was to examine whether instructional
coaching improved reading comprehension outcomes for 5th-grade students and to
explore teachers’ perceptions of the coaching model.

2. Restate Your Research Questions
List them exactly as they appear in Chapter 1 and 3.

This reinforces alignment and sets the stage for the summary that follows.

3. Provide a High-Level Summary of Findings for Each Research Question

For each research question, give 2—4 sentences summarizing what the data
showed—only what, not why.

Template:

Research Question 1: 7o what extent did X change as a result of Y?
Summary of Findings: The analysis showed that [...]. Data from [...], [...], and [...]
consistently indicated [...]. Overall, results demonstrate [...].

Example:

Research Question 1: What impact did the coaching model have on student reading
comprehension scores?

Summary of Findings: Analysis of pre- and post-assessment data showed an average
gain of 12.4 percentage points across participating classrooms. All teachers
demonstrated improvement, although the magnitude varied. Overall, results indicate
that the coaching model was associated with increased reading comprehension scores.

Repeat for each RQ.




4. Conclude With a Cross-Cutting Synthesis (Optional but Strong)
A 1-2 sentence paragraph that identifies overarching patterns.
Example:

Across all data sources, a consistent trend emerged: classrooms receiving structured
coaching showed measurable improvement in student outcomes, and teachers reported
greater confidence in implementing targeted instructional strategies.

% What Makes an Overview of Findings “High Quality™?
A strong section:

v Is concise (1-3 pages)

v Mirrors the structure of the RQs

v Provides clear alignment between RQs and data

v Uses only factual statements, not interpretation

v Prioritizes clarity over detail

A weak section:

X Reads like a full discussion (too much interpretation)
X introduces new findings not in the results

X Is disorganized or not aligned to RQs

X Repeats raw numbers without synthesis

/" Reusable Writing Starter Template

Below is a plug-and-play set of paragraphs you can adapt:

Overview of Findings

The purpose of this applied research project was to . This chapter presents
the findings from the analysis of , organized by the study’s research
questions.



The analysis addressed the following research questions:
1. RQ1
2. RQ2
3. RQ3

The findings for each question are summarized below. Detailed analyses and

supporting tables are presented in the sections that follow.

Research Question 1: [Insert]

Summary of Findings:

1-3 sentences summarizing what the data showed.

No interpretation. No explanation.

Only a synthesis of key descriptive patterns and outcomes.

Research Question 2: [Insert]

Summary of Findings:
Same structure—short, factual, aligned to your actual data.

Research Question 3: [Insert]

Summary of Findings:

Overall Synthesis

A review across dala sources revealed several consistent patterns:

Together, these findings provide a broad understanding of
the foundation for the discussion in Chapter 5.

and establish



