
Unit 1: Classifying Matter 
Grade 4: Science 2026-2027 

(Unit Guide 2025-2026) 
 

[Unit Overview] 
 

   Tools for Planning 

PLC Process Resources 
●​ Unit Internalization Protocol 
●​ TEA TEKS Guide 
●​ Lead4Ward Resources 
●​ Lead4Ward Field Guides - Content & SEPs 

Year-At-A-Glance/Pacing Calendar 
●​ GR 4 Science YAAG 2026-2027 
●​ GR 4 Science Suggested Pacing By Week 26-27 

 

Additional Planning Resources: 
●​ Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) 
●​ Language Supports  
●​ Multi-Tiered System of Support 

(MTSS)  
●​ [Materials List] Gr 4 Science Unit 1 

 
 

Unit Description  

Description:   Students will explore the physical properties of matter, including temperature, mass, magnetism, relative density, and physical state. They will 
investigate a variety of mixtures, including solutions, and demonstrate that matter is conserved when mixtures are formed.  
Suggested Unit Pacing:  16 Days ( 20- 25 minute class periods) 
Number of Bundles:  2 

 
 

PLC Q1 - Unit 7 Planning Guidance 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

➔​ How can we classify matter based on physical properties? 

➔​ When is a mixture also a solution? 

➔​ How do we know that matter is always conserved in mixtures? 

➔​ Matter can be classified using observable physical properties, 
including temperature, mass, magnetism, relative density, and 
physical state.  

➔​ All solutions are mixtures, but not all mixtures are solutions. In a 
solution, one substance is dissolved, so the tiny pieces of one 
substance are evenly distributed into another substance. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hy2NGjlwwClbmFbc0iuLrYon_LrKH9uDIAQSBrQPsTM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dKSPBe4XY5XEpGTT9zfkW3envlIJb-L8LXB_AntU-mI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.teksguide.org/
https://lead4ward.com/resources/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ed5DliggVsj--Npn7HwJI0MIW2wrIKWg?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qxeqba_fJC3uFlmmXu3XkiH1-q0sM3D0AnSFSqbq1Ho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12Ypa7-uAW9bmE89bUv1vWu-luNTbvSbzxQJv7OhOje4/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/pasadenaisd.org/sdi/home
https://sites.google.com/pasadenaisd.org/languageobjectives/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/pasadenaisd.org/pisd-intervention/home
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lvbztsFhO2FyNnlm3YjURd-jsX1y0joIf5YDVeKtyH0/edit?usp=sharing


➔​ Matter is always conserved in mixtures, so the mass of a mixture 
will be the same mass as the total mass of each component. 

TEKS [District Recommended Essentials are in Bold Type] 

TEKS:  [District Recommended Essentials are in Bold Type] 
 
4.6 (Matter and Energy)- The student knows that matter has measurable physical 
properties that determine how matter is identified, classified, changed, and used. 
 
➔​ 4.6A classify and describe matter using observable physical properties, 

including temperature, mass, magnetism, relative density (the ability to sink or 
float in water), and physical state (solid, liquid, gas) 

➔​ 4.6B investigate and compare a variety of mixtures, including solutions that 
are composed of liquids in liquids and solids in liquids; and 

➔​ 4.6C demonstrate that matter is conserved when mixtures such as soil and 
water or oil and water are formed. 

Scientific & Engineering Practices: 
 
➔​ 4.1D use tools to observe, measure, test, and analyze 

information 

➔​ 4.1E collect observations and measurements as evidence 

 
Recurring Themes and Concepts:  
 
➔​ 4.5(E) investigate how energy flows and matter cycles through 

systems and how matter is conserved  

Essential ELPS: 
●​ Learning Strategies 1C - use strategic learning techniques such as concept mapping, drawing, memorizing, comparing, contrasting, and reviewing to 

acquire grade-level vocabulary 
●​ Listening 2H - understand implicit ideas and information based on grade-level learning expectations 
●​ Speaking 3H -  narrate, describe, and explain with increasing specificity and detail 
●​ Reading 4J - demonstrate comprehension by employing inferential skills such as predicting, making connections, drawing inferences and conclusions 

from text and graphic sources, and finding supporting text evidence based on content area needs 
●​ Writing 5G - narrate, describe, and explain with increasing specificity and detail to fulfill content areas' writing needs 

PLC Q2 - Unit 7 Assessment Guidance 

Unit Assessment Resources Other Assessment Resources 

[Unit Assessment] Gr 4 Sci Unit 1: Properties of Matter 2025-2026 
➔​ PISD Gr4 Science Unit 1 [2025-2026]  
➔​ PISD Gr4 Science Unit 1 [2025-2026]  SPANISH 

 

➔​ TEA Assessed Curriculum- Elementary Science STAAR 
➔​ Elementary Science STAAR Blueprint 
➔​ Sample SCR Scoring Rubric & Guide 
➔​ Lead4Ward IQ Released Items Analysis Tool 
➔​ Elementary Science Gr 3-5 Supplemental Aids 

Performance Task Resources 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/194o6O7-h969em_AuBWpkUOkTMYxPa8wlHkfvPZseXNk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11GoOUb5VjpT6j-B7j8zckDzMfdimWdgMo7RK3ZDJ2zA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iyDR-dUEaTQdUBaCdaPQ9JHtqW4TV7uW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102558343933508700132&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar/2026-staar-5-science-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar/2026-staar-5-science-blueprint.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/student-assessment-overview/2023-staar-5-science-scoring-guide.pdf
https://iq.lead4ward.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IkiUkUCgx7K5lrMSxtx5H-sOjQNWuK6S/view?usp=sharing


[Unit Guide] 
 

Tools for Instruction 

Teacher Resources 
➔​ TEA TEKS Guide 
➔​ Lead4Ward Field Guide - Properties of Matter  

(4.6ABC) 
➔​ Lead4Ward SEPs Field Guide  
➔​ Lead4Ward Instructional Strategies Playlist 
➔​ ELLevation 

Student Resources 
➔​ HMH Resources (link to book) 
➔​ PhET Lab Simulations 
➔​ Elementary Science Gr 3-5 Supplemental 

Aids 

Additional Tools 
➔​ Visual Non-Glossary 
➔​ Science - Digital Resources 
➔​ 5E Model and 3D Science Framework 
➔​ Safety Contract 

◆​ English 
◆​ SPANISH 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Bundle 1: Classifying Matter  
Description:  Students will measure physical properties of matter, including temperature, mass, magnetism, and relative density and will then explain how 
they used these properties to classify matter.  
Pacing:                                                                                                      

TEKS/I Can Statements  (Q1) Check for Understanding (Q2) 

TEKS: 
➔​ 4.6A classify and describe matter using observable physical 

properties, including temperature, mass, magnetism, 
relative density (the ability to sink or float in water), and 
physical state (solid, liquid, gas) 

 
 
 
 
 

➔​ [CFU 1] Physical Properties of Matter 
➔​ SPANISH 

Activities  (Q1) Resources (Q1) 

➔​ [Student Sheet] Gr4 U1 B1- 
Classifying Matter 
 

➔​ [SPANISH Student Sheet] Gr4 
U1 B1- Classifying Matter 

 
 
 

➔​ [Teacher Presentation] Gr4 U1 B1- 
Classifying Matter 
 

➔​ SPANISH [Teacher Presentation] 
Gr4 U1 B1- Classifying Matter 
 

◆​ State of Matter Card Sort 
 

◆​ SPANISH State of Matter 
Card Sort 
 

◆​ Stations- Classifying Matter 
 

◆​ Changes to States of 
Matter- Matching Activity 
 

◆​ SPANISH Changes to States 
of Matter- Matching Activity 
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https://www.teksguide.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mpq1sIjKPxzYY-P0LBbOTSVdELkVema1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mpq1sIjKPxzYY-P0LBbOTSVdELkVema1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eHhDBBZZQXw4wIOvunP7vQ6_ZnRNgzqs/view?usp=drive_link
https://lead4ward.com/playlists/
https://app.ellevationeducation.com/
https://www.hmhco.com/ui/login/
https://phet.colorado.edu/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IkiUkUCgx7K5lrMSxtx5H-sOjQNWuK6S/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IkiUkUCgx7K5lrMSxtx5H-sOjQNWuK6S/view?usp=sharing
https://thevisualnonglossary.com/index.php#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J1XWgeVgGJ-ELM7BuSS3kWGN93shy8GV2AUpOSG49_8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBUhyQc6Y7TUfjlLJWuBes4xDrPWx84uSshvW4LmciI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QHHwg6tZ8xGoQzQTkjGbM1LUjSH9Hy897wIdvb1s42I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/140znPxFuWWXfA5J_iMmSdy9eaj1aOQGflvQ-HwLYDyM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LQb83kJVLE-1cvujlOgjkDPPniO4jrFEGuGCLghOm3I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g80Kix3Mnr-_StT-uQFLtEKqEAQTM1wbtttxmi7OxIk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZpSP1HJbE5bTbxIzo9XEcyS-b4ccMTfHzIo1Lkn3Xno/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZpSP1HJbE5bTbxIzo9XEcyS-b4ccMTfHzIo1Lkn3Xno/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wjPzW9Sbr6vgKaDbmZN3TWE-4SYJvtq_zeVTW8rzHzo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wjPzW9Sbr6vgKaDbmZN3TWE-4SYJvtq_zeVTW8rzHzo/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IVQMrm98b1eZXzF3xwmtw7SYOMfeodUBseb4wDLXGms/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IVQMrm98b1eZXzF3xwmtw7SYOMfeodUBseb4wDLXGms/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-RQ3lFh5DDLo7qHXauh2phlBl84inIkIkEZzIa8mkc0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-RQ3lFh5DDLo7qHXauh2phlBl84inIkIkEZzIa8mkc0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KDFukGSRV38TqaSeN8ZS7iUS2iaRM_Y3P7yNH-BljtA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wPzgYP_QNXlGL8pFuKJbZDadoenpsu09lzIpRRUB3MA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wPzgYP_QNXlGL8pFuKJbZDadoenpsu09lzIpRRUB3MA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clk_NqALi0pX5YZIuPWOcJkzpWuFsxcm4v3JB6V0T3g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IqbJj0ODwWiSUj90R04wsQjxz0UstHcpsVQGzfC4Bmk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IqbJj0ODwWiSUj90R04wsQjxz0UstHcpsVQGzfC4Bmk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WJ2xOeeiVUY2ElqQ9vnBgTDFOGxIkT17pC72mJRdgsM/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WJ2xOeeiVUY2ElqQ9vnBgTDFOGxIkT17pC72mJRdgsM/edit?usp=drive_link


Additional Practice (Q3) Challenge (Q4) 

➔​ Physical Properties- 
Vocabulary Dominoes 

 

➔​ SPANISHPhysical Properties- 
Vocabulary Dominoes 

 

➔​ States of Matter Folder 
Activity 

➔​  

Additional Tools Academic Vocabulary 
 

➔​ [Resource] HMH: Teacher Science Background (4.6A) 
​  

➔​ Matter​ ​ ​ States of Matter (Physical State) 
➔​ Solid, Liquid, Gas​ Physical Properties 
➔​ Mass​ ​ ​ Volume 
➔​ Temperature                        Magnetism​ ​  
➔​ More/Less Dense              Sink/Float 

 
➔​ English     Spanish 

 

 

Bundle 2: Mixtures & Solutions 
Description:  Students will investigate a variety of mixtures, including solutions, and demonstrate that matter is conserved when mixtures are formed.    
Pacing:                                                                                                        

TEKS/I Can Statements  (Q1) Check for Understanding (Q2) 

TEKS: 
➔​ 4.6B investigate and compare a variety of mixtures, including 

solutions that are composed of liquids in liquids and solids in liquids; 
and 

➔​ 4.6C demonstrate that matter is conserved when mixtures such as 
soil and water or oil and water are formed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

➔​ [CFU 2] Mixtures and Solutions 
➔​ SPANISH 

Activities  (Q1) Resources (Q1) 

➔​ Student Sheet] Gr4 U1 B2- 
Mixtures and Solutions  
 

➔​ SPANISH Student Sheet] Gr4 
U1 B2- Mixtures and Solutions 

 
 
 
 

➔​ [Teacher Presentation] Gr4 U1 B2- 
Mixtures and Solutions 
 

➔​ SPANISH [Teacher Presentation] 
Gr4 U1 B2- Mixtures and Solutions 

 

◆​ Solutions Lab- Will it 
Dissolve? Teacher Guide 
 

◆​ RLA Connection- What’s 
the Difference - Mixtures 
and Solutions? 
 

◆​ SPANISH RLA Connection- 
What’s the Difference - 
Mixtures and Solutions? 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1y_8rt44WCJ45nmGsM7Hb7wtpIJixQkOND1xxo9t-e4I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1y_8rt44WCJ45nmGsM7Hb7wtpIJixQkOND1xxo9t-e4I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GeOuEPSNyepF1qWpf8-ctGZ_MriQmRkObF9_E-1sr8s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GeOuEPSNyepF1qWpf8-ctGZ_MriQmRkObF9_E-1sr8s/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1um2dIphYFhjlzfMFZOfWFj2wJ5Ap-DH3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1um2dIphYFhjlzfMFZOfWFj2wJ5Ap-DH3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F3NQ8Bt0x6i7B0P_IoPL1ecIEXzbks9B/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wFMQiWZynU9UQw3ibIgUM-qoh4eI_rSIG0AR-RhKOt8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lA91vy2SwwZSrsPUHdEYSjYmenUT8R_Ov-FP2YcMsiI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hdHFcOZSs_x0BRPQuf_F97fBosIsG09_8LKtqz7o5DM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gBKB-fKQaIvdKw3F_YBq6p2t1COjgmWlq6wUguSvxro/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xVS6ZbECUpkuWeguOFtODL_go4QFJtRgQNCTBJICjZg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xVS6ZbECUpkuWeguOFtODL_go4QFJtRgQNCTBJICjZg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xi0WmpYc3zzHMOiCEGbm_deFFx_MCykwqwTCNq_N_es/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xi0WmpYc3zzHMOiCEGbm_deFFx_MCykwqwTCNq_N_es/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wvVBvHOT-wME_qN7-_KF_-f649iaT3w3Q1_YxkHtFBY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wvVBvHOT-wME_qN7-_KF_-f649iaT3w3Q1_YxkHtFBY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15XwIs9Ae3za11D_763sYegdllSbAjfbtPnNBTgXMhXo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15XwIs9Ae3za11D_763sYegdllSbAjfbtPnNBTgXMhXo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JUO4W5CMhBz7RfK0wxb4W-dLmf41_vaZTdiOzaJx6-8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JUO4W5CMhBz7RfK0wxb4W-dLmf41_vaZTdiOzaJx6-8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CLDgqKxLdXFm6lw9YSPzEfra8ypQm9sEzThc4qu20Bg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CLDgqKxLdXFm6lw9YSPzEfra8ypQm9sEzThc4qu20Bg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CLDgqKxLdXFm6lw9YSPzEfra8ypQm9sEzThc4qu20Bg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JwD2hnmQI93xoppXD95SvzgvUGlOIkKDkehPwxyC2qo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JwD2hnmQI93xoppXD95SvzgvUGlOIkKDkehPwxyC2qo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JwD2hnmQI93xoppXD95SvzgvUGlOIkKDkehPwxyC2qo/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

Challenge (Q4) 

➔​ VNG? ➔​ Separating Mixtures Activity 

Additional Tools Academic Vocabulary 
 

➔​ [Resource] HMH: Teacher Science Background (4.6B) 
➔​ [Resource] HMH: Teacher Science Background (4.6C) 

​  

➔​ Matter​ ​ ​  
➔​ Solid, Liquid, Gas​  
➔​ Mixture​ ​ ​  
➔​ Solution 
➔​ Conservation of Matter 

 
➔​ English     Spanish 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WV15sQ6jKkuxl07b8VFWbDJ4wQbUGWSr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UujuVqpBTa0UGwvGmzMOKCbSHUY4j5kJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ua2rk9RQZsWo2iGTsfw6Hznirx4CGi8m/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wFMQiWZynU9UQw3ibIgUM-qoh4eI_rSIG0AR-RhKOt8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lA91vy2SwwZSrsPUHdEYSjYmenUT8R_Ov-FP2YcMsiI/edit?usp=sharing
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