
 

Sector: Watersheds & Natural Resources  

Action: Integrate Floodplain Management and 

Open Space/Recreation Planning and Regulations 

Action Overview: 

Where is this Action Relevant?  

Communities across Colorado with recreational areas and/or open spaces and floodplains or 

experience flooding may find this action relevant. To determine your community’s risk level 

for flooding, consult the Hazard Mapping and Risk MAP Portal from the Colorado Water 

Conservation Board. 

This Action is a: 

​Plan  

​Assessment   

​Policy  

​ Implementation 

Complementary Actions: 

●​ Integrate Land Use and Water Planning 

●​ Integrate Floodplain Management and Open Space/Recreation Planning and 

Regulations 

●​ Regional Watershed and Flood Planning and Implementation 

●​ Regional Water Collaboration 

Action Description: 

Why is this action important? 

Outdoor recreation, and thus, parks and open spaces, are major cornerstones of Colorado’s 

culture, economy, and infrastructure. The State boasts 23 million acres of public lands 

including federal, state, county, and municipal holdings. Colorado communities are 

increasingly attempting to join these public lands and build interconnected park and open 

space systems linked by trails, greenways, or other public corridors.  

As Colorado experiences increasingly severe flooding incidents, these public lands offer an 

invaluable opportunity to boost the resilience of communities and ecosystems. Some of the 

central challenges of sustainable stormwater and flood management include lack of 

connectivity across distributed management systems and need for significant space for green 

stormwater infrastructure; parks and open spaces present a creative, collaborative solution to 

both of these issues.  
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https://coloradohazardmapping.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12qZy6yxeNeMnP3gy04SePOayenEnMa-jZDax_jJhbEc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16xl9mV5UzKV3khphp3o1j_PNkIphj2dp-cl9hBrdChM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16xl9mV5UzKV3khphp3o1j_PNkIphj2dp-cl9hBrdChM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16hPWahXYZjoeXawXqoOtcLYNLzIFa7LyeymcBcK_Yhg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iOmEB8WGZEGa2FUiEm2pXUSEuMvehxsKf2uxGBFXh20/edit?usp=sharing


 

How to implement this action 

Integrating floodplain management and recreation or open space considerations can happen in 

a number of plans depending on local risks and needs. All of the following policies  and plans 

should integrate social vulnerabilities.  

The following is a description of the actions that can be taken: 
●​ Planning: Communities may consider integrating floodplain management into their 

parks and open space plans, if applicable. These types of plans vary widely in terms of 

format, organization, and level of detail, based on the goals of the jurisdiction and the 

resources available to support the planning effort. Some critical considerations for a 

collaborative planning process between floodplain managers and open space and 

recreation planners include the following: 

○​ Inventory of assets – What is the current total amount of parks, open spaces, 

trails, and recreation areas and facilities? Where are they located? Where are 

there gaps in the system? Are assets located in hazard areas? 

○​ Policies – How should the community address issues related to parks and open 

space? Should additional investments and land acquisitions occur outside of 

hazard areas? Is increased maintenance a priority? Should the community 

consider sharing resources? 

○​ Priorities and recommendations – What are the specific steps a community 

can take to address a stated issue? Are there gaps in the system that should be 

treated as priorities? Should areas outside known hazard areas be given higher 

priority than others? 

●​ Implementation: Coordinate between floodplain managers and open space and 

recreation planners to identify multibenefit opportunities for recreation and open 

space as part of floodplain protection or natural systems design in floodplain 

rehabilitation projects.  

●​ Policy: For policy options, consider the “tools and strategies” in the Planning for 

Hazards, Protecting Sensitive Areas. An example of this type of regulation is counting 

floodplain buffers above and beyond minimum requirements towards a developer’s 

open space dedication requirements. Additionally, a local government may choose to 

use  

Timeframe, project costs, and resource needs 

Timeframe, project costs, and resource needs vary by community, project, and subaction. 

Integrating floodplain considerations into parks and open space policies, practices, and plans 

will require dedicated trained staff time or funding to hire a consultant. Communities may 

require some technical mapping and analysis of floodplain areas as well. 
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https://planningforhazards.colorado.gov/protecting-sensitive-areas
https://planningforhazards.colorado.gov/protecting-sensitive-areas


 

What local governments is this action relevant to? Which department(s) 

within the local government are most likely to have responsibility for this 

action? 

Government departments that may be involved in implementing this action includes: parks 

and recreation, planning, emergency management, community development, public works, 

amongst others. 

Links to case studies or best practices 

●​ City of Colorado Springs Parks System Master Plan 

●​ City of Durango Parks, Open Space, Trails, and Recreation Master Plan 

●​ Town of Erie Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Trails Master Plan 

●​ Town of Frederick Parks, Open Space, and Trails Master Plan 

●​ Johnstown/Milliken Parks, Trails, Recreation, Open Space Master Plan 

Programs, resources, and funding to support implementation 

of this action 

Resources 

●​ Colorado Parks and Wildlife State Wildlife Action Plan: This Plan includes information 

on the value of floodplains in biodiversity and wildlife preservation by habitat type. 

●​ Colorado Department of Local Affairs, Conservation Trust Fund Website 

●​ Planning for Hazards: Parks and Open Space Plan 

●​ Colorado Water Conservation Board: Flood Information and Resources 

●​ Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB), Colorado Fluvial Hazard Zone Program 

 

Funding 

●​ Land and Water Conservation Fund Grants 

●​ Colorado Parks and Wildlife Wetlands for Wildlife Grants  
 

For the most recent list of funding opportunities, see the State of Colorado, Department of 

Local Affairs Local Community Funding Guide. 
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https://parks.coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/parks_recreation_and_cultural_services/cos_masterplandocument_140923-view.pdf
https://www.durangoco.gov/DocumentCenter/View/17084/POST-and-Recreation-Master-Plan---Adopted-2020-PDF?bidId=
http://erieco.gov/825/PROST-Master-Plan
http://frederickco.gov/index.aspx?nid=354
https://johnstown.colorado.gov/sites/johnstown/files/Parks%2Ctrails%2Crec%2Copen%20space%20master%20plan.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/StateWildlifeActionPlan.aspx
https://dlg.colorado.gov/conservation-trust-fund-ctf
https://planningforhazards.colorado.gov/parks-and-open-space-plan
https://cwcb.colorado.gov/focus-areas/hazards/flood-information-resources
http://coloradofhz.com
https://cpw.state.co.us/land-and-water-conservation-fund-grants
https://cpw.state.co.us/wetlands-wildlife-grants
https://dlg.colorado.gov/local-community-funding-guide
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